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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT... G R ACE

Read Article 5 of The Baptist
Faith & Message (2000) at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

My wife and I recently returned
from a two-month stay in Uganda
where we met and welcomed two
new children into our family.

As our children grow older, they
are going to want know more
about the adoption process from
our perspective. At some point, it
will dawn on them that Mommy
and Daddy made a choice to fly to
Africa to adopt them into our fam -
ily. We chose them. We chose them
specifically. Of the millions of or-
phans around the world, we chose
them, in obedience to God’s call-
ing.

When they realize this, they are
going to want to know more about
that choice. They may not fully
grasp the choice, but the more they
grasp of it, the more they will cher-
ish the thought. At least thatis our
hope.

Something similar happens for
the Christian. We too have been
adopted into God’s family. God is
our Father. And while the details
may not make much sense to us at
first, and it may even feel like the
choices were all made from our
own initiative, as we mature
through interaction with our Father
and His Word, we begin to realize
that He chose us.

Through no initiative of our
own, He chose us.

Apart from anything we could
have offered, He chose us. Before
we even understood the meaning

CoONSIDER THIS

of the word “choice,” He chose us.

It’s difficult to articulate the
flood of worship-inspiring emo-
tions that you’ll experience, once
that thought takes root in your
soul. And chances are, you are
going to want to know more about
that divine choice.

God’s choice to save a sinner, in
theology, is known as the doctrine
of election. To be “elect” means to
be “chosen.” It’s a doctrine that
many choose (pardon the pun) to
avoid, but we shouldn’t because it
highlights God’s grace. It is fitting,
therefore, that the fifth article of
The Baptist Faith and Message,
which articulates “God’s Purpose
of Grace,” begins with the words,
“Election is the gracious purpose
of God, according to which He re-
generates, justifies, sanctifies, and
glorifies sinners.”

Our salvation is all of grace and
our salvation begins with the gra-
cious choice of God. It grieves me
(and I suspect the Lord as well)
that the doctrine of election has
been the source of so much divi-
sion and discouragement among

1 When you think of the doctrine of election, what comes
to mind? How do you feel knowing that God chose you?

When you read BF&M's fifth article, are there theological words
2 you don’t understand? If so, do the Scripture references pro-

vided help clarify those words for you? Do you see why each

of these words conveys something about God’s grace to us?

3 How many elements of this article can you detect in the words

of 1 Peter 1:1-12?

Christians. Yet, whenever Scrip-
ture raises the matter it is always
meant to encourage the Church.

Take, for example, the opening
of 1 Peter. In this letter, Peter was
writing to Christians who were
suffering tremendously. He wrote
to encourage them. To that end, he
went to great lengths to remind
them of their Christian identity.
Knowing who we are in Christ
helps us to persevere through ad-
versity. Peter understood this. No-
tice the first word he uses to
describe these suffering Christians
— “to God’s elect...” (1 Peter 1:1).

Friends, this is not by accident.
Peter knew that the doctrine of
election could encourage and sus-
tain suffering Christians while
grounding their entire salvation in
God’s grace. For this reason he in-
vites them (and us) to worship in
words reminiscent of the rest of
the BF&M'’s fifth article:

“To the elect... praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade. This inheri-
tance is kept in heaven for you,
who through faith are shielded by
God’s power until the coming of
the salvation that is ready to be re-
vealed in the last time...” (1 Peter
1:1-5).

Brandon Holiski served as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Bol-
ingbrook.

For personal study or group discussion

Birthplace of (GHriSst
Death of Christianity

Since the first Gulf =~ “‘ N
War, the religious |

composition of '

North Africa and ¥

the Middle East

has changed

rapidly. The

birthplace of

Christianity now has

the smallest regional Christian

“The religious ecology of the Middle
East looks more fragile than ever,
as the Arab Spring gives way

to Christian Winter.”

— Quote from The London Guardian,
stats from Int Day of Prayer (idop.org)
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Muslims
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for following Jesus, according to
Crusade for Christ.

First Sunday of November

492

Your Sunday offering Supports
the Cooperative Program-and
missionaries in these countries.

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT

WORLD'S LARGEST MISSIONS FORCE

There’s an unusual clock
you can download at the
website of the International
Mission Board. It’s not a
time clock with minutes
and hours. It’s a population
clock with lots of numbers,
updated every second. The
clock is a reminder that the
world’s population of over
7 billion grows by more
than 200,000 each day. And
more than 4 billion of those
people do not know Jesus as
Savior.

It’s a sobering reminder of
the herculean task facing
Southern Baptists and our
4,800 international missionar-
ies. The clock is a good repre-
sentation of the urgency we’ve
felt about world missions for
almost two centuries.

For its first hundred years,
the Foreign Mission Board
(IMB’s original name) strug-
gled to keep a small team on
the field. Founded in 1845,
when Baptists in the south sep-
arated from northern Baptists
over appointment of slave
owners as missionaries, the
Board was, at first, well-funded
by prosperous landowners. But
the Southern economy tanked
after the Civil War, and giving
to missions suffered.

Even our most famous mis-
sionary, Lottie Moon, often
pleaded with churches back
home to dig deeper and support
work such as hers in China.

“l wonder how many of us
teally believe that it is more
blessed to give than to re-
¢eive,”
mous letter calling for regular
giving to missions. Much sup-
port of missionaries was done
by fundraising events. These
“entertainments and gim-
micks” were repugnant to Miss
Moon, according to biographer
Catherine Allen.

“A woman who accepts that

statement of our Lord Jesus

Moon wrote in a fa-

Christ as a fact...will lay aside
sacredly not less than one-tenth
of her income or her earnings

)

as the Lord’s money,” Moon
wrote, “which she would no
more dare to touch for personal
use than she would steal.”

With the establishment of the
Lottie Moon Christmas O ffer-
ing in 1888 and the Coopera-
tive Program in 1925, the
Board had more reliable fund-
ing. By 1955 Southern Baptists
put 1,000 international mis-
sionaries on the field, and the
call went out for more. By
1980, 3,000 missionaries were
stationed around the globe. The
number peaked at just over
5,000 in 2009. Presently, IMB
leaders say there are more can-
didates for career missions
service than the Board can sup-
port.

— Eric Reed

Think about it

Think about your finances. What
do you support systematically?
What do you support sporadi-
cally? What does that say about
your priorities?

Ask the same questions about
your church finances. Based on
the budget, what's important?

Look up some Bible verses about
missions. How does God feel
about lost people?

Do you know any missionaries
personally? Check the prayer cal-
endar at www.IMB.org. Make a
plan to pray for them.



