
Im a g in e  b e in g  p u s h e d  o u t o f  y o u r  h o m e  b y  a  c iv il

w a r  a n d  fo rc e d  to  l iv e  a lo n g  th e  e d g e s  o f  y o u r  o w n

c o u n try. 

T h a t ’s  th e  p l ig h t  o f  th e  K a re n ,  a  m in o r i ty  p e o p le

g ro u p  in  th e  c o u n try  o f  M y a n m a r,  f o rm e r ly  c a l le d

B u rm a . M a n y  h a v e  l iv e d  fo r  y e a rs  in  re fu g e e  c a m p s

a lo n g  th e  M y a n m a r /T h a i la n d  b o rd e r.  O v e r  th e  p a s t

d e c a d e , th o u s a n d s  o f  K a re n  h a v e  re lo c a te d  to  th e  U .S .

th ro u g h  re s e tt le m e n t p ro g ra m s .

P a s to r  Eh Say Wah w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  re fu g e e s . H e

le d  a  c h u rc h  in  a  T h a i c a m p  fo r  n in e  y e a rs  b e fo re  re -

s e tt l in g  h is  fa m ily  in  n o r th e rn  I l l in o is . W a h  n o w  p a s -

to r s  K a re n  B a p tis t  C h u rc h , w h ic h  ju s t  c e le b ra te d  i ts

s ix th  a n n iv e rs a ry. 

T h e  c o n g re g a tio n  g o t i ts  s ta r t  w h e n  B a p tis t  le a d e rs

in  th e  a r e a  fo u n d  o u t  a b o u t  a  g ro u p  o f  K a re n  w h o

n e e d e d  a  p la c e  to  m e e t  f o r  c h u rc h .  T h e y  c o n ta c te d

F ir s t  B a p tis t  C h u rc h  in  M a c h e s n e y  P a rk , w h o  m a d e

th e ir  b u ild in g  a v a ila b le . K a re n  B a p tis t  m e e ts  o n  S u n -

d a y s  a t  n o o n  in  th e  c h u rc h ’s  fo rm e r  fe l lo w s h ip  c e n te r. 

Heath Tibbetts, F ir s t  B a p t is t ’s  p a s to r,  s a id  th e

K a re n  c o n g re g a tio n  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  d re w

h im  a n d  h is  w ife  th e re  la s t  y e a r. M a c h e s n e y  P a rk  h a d

a lre a d y  o p e n e d  th e ir  d o o rs  to  th e  K a re n , h e  th o u g h t,

s o  th e y  m u s t b e  w il l in g  to  g o  o u ts id e  th e  c h u rc h  a n d

d o  th e  s a m e  k in d  o f  m in is try.

A t th e ir  a n n iv e rs a ry  c e le b ra tio n , th e  K a re n  c h u rc h

in v i te d  le a d e r s  f r o m  F ir s t  B a p t is t  to  w o r s h ip  w i th

th e m . T ib b e tts  d e s c r ib e d  th e  g ra c io u s n e s s  a n d  h u m il-

i ty  w i th  w h ic h  th e y  th a n k e d  th e m  fo r  h o s t in g  th e i r

c h u rc h  fo r  th e s e  s ix  y e a r s .  T h e y  p re s e n te d  th e  F B C

m e m b e r s  w i th  t r a d i t io n a l  K a re n  c h u rc h  a t t i r e ,  a n d

s h a re d  lu n c h  w i th  th e m  a f te r  th e  s e rv ic e  a t  P a s to r

W a h ’s  h o m e . 

“ I  th in k  th a t  th e y  b le s s  u s  m o re  in  th e  w a y  th a t  th e y

e n c o u ra g e  u s ,”  T ib b e t ts  s a id ,  “ th a n  w e  w o u ld  e v e r

b le s s  th e m  in  w h a t w e  d o  fo r  th e m  p h y s ic a lly.”

M a c h e s n e y  P a rk ’s  Doug a n d  Robin Price s e rv e  a s

l ia is o n s  to  th e  K a re n  c o n g re g a t io n ,  c o m m u n ic a t in g

th e ir  n e e d s  to  th e  m o th e r  c h u rc h . L e a d e rs  f ro m  th e  tw o

c h u rc h e s  m e e t  p e r io d ic a l ly,  a n d  th e  K a re n  c h u rc h  is

w o rk in g  to w a rd  in c r e a s e d  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  T ib b e t ts

s a id . 

T h e  o ld e r  c h u rc h  is  a ls o  c h a n g in g , h e  s a id , a s  th e ir

v ie w  o f  m is s io n s  e x p a n d s  th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  g e t-

t in g  to  k n o w  th e  K a re n  c h u rc h .

“ M y  h o p e  a n d  p ra y e r  i s  th a t  th e y  w i l l  s a y,  ‘W o w ,

h o w  m u c h  m o re  c a n  w e  d o  fo r  p e o p le  g ro u p s  a ro u n d

th e  w o r ld ? ’”

– Meredith Flynn

Refugees  find a ho m e at Machesney Park

ESL po in ts  new co m ers  to  Jesus  

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

A fte r  a lm o s t  3 5  y e a r s  o f  te a c h -

in g  E n g l is h  to  b e g in n e r s ,  Gladys
Miner k n o w s  h o w  h a rd  i t  i s  to

s p e a k  a  d i ff e r e n t  la n -

g u a g e  th a n  e v e ry o n e

e ls e . 

S h e ’s  h e a rd  s to r ie s  o f

h o w  h e r  s tu d e n ts  h a v e

b e e n  m is tre a te d , a b u s e d

o r  u n a b le  to  m o v e  u p  in

th e i r  w o rk  b e c a u s e  o f

th e i r  te n u o u s  g r a s p  o f

th e  la n g u a g e .  E v e ry

T u e s d a y  n ig h t ,  M in e r

d o e s  w h a t  s h e  c a n  to  h e lp  b y

le a d in g  a  s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  E n g l is h

s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  th e ir  n e w  v o c a b -

u la ry  w o rd s  fo r  th e  w e e k . 

H e r  c la s s  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  E n g l is h

a s  a  S e c o n d  L a n g u a g e  (E S L )  m in -

is t r y  h o s te d  b y  Ig le s ia  B a u t is ta

P r in c ip e  d e  P a z ,  a  c h u rc h  in

S p r in g f ie ld , I l l .

K n o w le d g e  l i f t s  p e o p le  u p ,

M in e r  s a y s ;  th e y  c a n  g e t  b e t te r

jo b s ,  th e i r  s e l f - e s te e m  im p ro v e s ,

a n d  th e y  k n o w  s o m e b o d y  c a r e s

a b o u t  th e m . A n d  th e r e ’s  a n o th e r,

s im p le r  r e a s o n  w h y  s h e  k e e p s

te a c h in g :

“ I f  I  w e re  in  a  a n o th e r  c o u n try,

I ’d  w a n t s o m e o n e  to  h e lp  m e .”  

N e a r  R o c k fo rd , I l l . ,  F B C  M a c h -

e sn e y  P a rk  s ta r te d  a n  E S L  m in is try

s ix  y e a r s  a g o .  T h e y  in i t ia l ly

th o u g h t  th e y ’d  b e  te a c h in g  S p a n -

is h -s p e a k e rs .

“ T h e  L o rd  h a d  d i ff e r e n t  th in g s

fo r  u s ,”  s a y s  v o lu n te e r  te a c h e r

Novella Luter. A ro u n d  th a t  s a m e

tim e , th e  c h u rc h  s ta r te d  h o s t in g  a

c o n g re g a t io n  o f  K a re n  r e fu g e e s

f ro m  M y a n m a r. T h e  E S L  m in is try

w a s  a  p e r f e c t  w a y  fo r  th e

c h u rc h  to  m in is te r  to  th e

n e w c o m e rs . S in c e  th e  c la s s

b e g a n , 1 0  p e o p le  c o n n e c te d

to  th e  m in is t r y  h a v e  b e -

c o m e  U .S . c i t iz e n s .

L u te r ’s  c la s s  u s e s  c u r-

r ic u lu m  b y  th e  S o u th -

e rn  B a p t is t  N o r th

A m e r ic a n  M is s io n

B o a rd ,  w h ic h  w o rk s

w ith  a  n e tw o rk  o f  s ta te  le a d e rs  to

p ro v id e  tra in in g  a n d  re s o u rc e s  fo r

E S L  a n d  s e v e ra l  o th e r  l i te ra c y  o u t-

r e a c h e s ,  l ik e  tu to r in g  a n d  a d u l t

re a d in g /w r it in g . T h e  c u r r ic u lu m  is

b a s e d  o n  th e  G o s p e l  o f  M a rk ,  s o

L u te r  u s e s  th e  te x t to  te a c h  p a r ts  o f

s p e e c h , s e n te n c e  s tru c tu re  a n d  v o -

c a b u la ry. 

T h e  c la s se s  a t b o th  c h u rc h e s  d e s -

ig n a te  t im e  fo r  p ra y e r  a n d  re a d in g

th e  B ib le , g iv in g  te a c h e rs  a  n a tu ra l

w a y  to  sh a re  th e  G o sp e l. M in e r  h a s

k n o w n  s tu d e n ts  f r o m  J a p a n  a n d

T u rk e y  w h o  h a v e  a c c e p te d  C h r is t

th ro u g h  E S L  c la s s e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  a

m ig ra n t  w o rk e r  in  s o u th e rn  I l l i -

n o is . 

“ W h y  a r e  y o u  d o in g  th is  f o r

m e ? ”  s h e  r e c o u n ts  th e  q u e s t io n

s tu d e n ts  h a v e  a s k e d .  “ I ’m  d o in g

th is  b e c a u s e  G o d  lo v e s  m e ,  H e

lo v e s  y o u … .L e t m e  te l l  y o u  a b o u t

m y  J e s u s .”

Location: Jerseyville, Jersey County

Target: Mature singles and couples live in this small town
with rural neighborhoods.

Characteristics: This city of 8,500 is on the far northern edge
of the Metro East St. Louis region. Historically, Jerseyville was a
stop on the Underground Railroad.

Pray: For churches to pray and partner to plant a church in this area.

mission illinois

Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

We serve in … Rockford
Karen Baptist celebrated their sixth anniversary with friends
from First Baptist, Machesney Park, where the Karen congre-
gation has met since 2008.

Resources for B-101

COMING SOON

A series from the Illinois Baptist • Vol. 4

Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

• Leader’s guides for study groups

• Self-guided tutorials on SBC
missions, Baptist beliefs,
distinctives, and the Cooperative 
Program

• The whole 20-part series 
will be available for download in 
time for fall discipleship classes 
and small groups.

Available soon online at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

People from all over were gathered in
Jerusalem for the celebration of Pentecost.
Originally marking the first fruits of the
harvest, it was one of three major
feast times when pilgrims journeyed
to their spiritual capital to offer sacri-
fices. Fifty days after Passover when
Jesus was crucified and raised from
the dead, and one week after he as-
cended into heaven, the promise was
fulfilled that God would send the Holy Spirit. 

The first evidence of his arrival was the sound of
a rushing wind. Next there appeared over the

heads of the people gathered at the temple
something that looked like flames. Then the
disciples preached. People of all different
languages heard and understood the
Gospel. (See Acts 2.) 
Soon thousands were saved. From many

nations and languages, all they had in common
was new faith in Jesus. That was plenty. The

church was born.  

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.

B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!

MANY TONGUES, MANY LANGUAGES                                                    



T h e  s to ry  is  to ld  o f  a  m a n

w h o  w a s  p ic k e d  o n  a t

w o rk . H e  th o u g h t  a b o u t

q u i t t in g ,  b u t  g iv in g  u p

w o u ld  ju s t  le t  th e  m e a n

g u y s  w in .  H e  th o u g h t

a b o u t  s ta n d in g  u p  th e

b ig g e s t b u lly  in  th e  b u n c h ,

b u t  h e  w a s n ’t  s u r e  i f  h is

m e d ic a l in su ra n c e  w o u ld

c o v e r  r e c o n s t ru c t iv e

s u rg e ry.  F in a l ly,  h e  d e -

c id e d  to  p ra y.  

“ L o rd ,  h o w  d o  I  p r a y

fo r  th e s e  m e n ?  W h a t  I ’ d

r e a l ly  l ik e  to  s a y  i s

‘S m a c k  ‘e m  d o w n , L o rd ! ’”

God bless you and wake you
up.

T h a t w a s  th e  a n s w e r  h e  p e r-

c e iv e d  in  h is  h e a r t .  S o  e a c h

t im e  s o m e o n e  r id ic u le d  h im ,

th e  m a n  p ra y e d  s i le n tly, “ G o d

b le s s  y o u  a n d  w a k e  y o u  u p .”

H e  p le d  fo r  th e i r  s p i r i tu a l

a w a k e n in g .  O n e  b y  o n e ,  th e

c r e w m e n  w e re  w o n  to  C h r is t

b y  h is  p a t ie n t ,  e n d u r in g  w i t -

n e s s . 

A t t im e s  in  o u r  n a tio n ’s  h is -

to ry, fa i th fu l  C h r is t ia n s  p ra y e d

fo r  A m e r ic a  to  w a k e  u p .  A n d

G o d  s e n t  f r e s h  w a v e s  o f  h is

H o ly  S p ir it  to  b r in g  life  to  d e a d

s o u ls  a n d  s t i r  c h u rc h e s  f ro m

th e ir  s lu m b e r. 

T h e  F i r s t  G re a t  A w a k e n in g

in  th e  m id  1 7 0 0 s  ro u s e d

c o lo n is ts  f ro m  th e ir  fo rm a l a n d

le g a lis t ic  w o rs h ip  to  a  n e w  u n -

d e r s ta n d in g  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e la -

tio n sh ip  w ith  Je su s  C h ris t. T ru e

b e l ie v e r s  b e c a m e  a  fo r c e  in

A m e r ic a n  p o l i t ic s ,  a n d  G o d

u s e d  th e ir  c o m m itm e n t to  s p ir -

i tu a l  f r e e d o m  in  th e  fo u n d in g

o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

T h e  S e c o n d  G re a t  A w a k e n -

in g  in  th e  e a r ly  1 8 0 0 s  c a m e

a h e a d  o f  th e  C iv il  W a r. In  la rg e

c i t ie s ,  th o u s a n d s  p r a y e d  o n

th e ir  lu n c h  b re a k s , a n d  a  n a tio n

o n  th e  b r in k  o f  ju d g m e n t  w a s

c a l le d  to  i t s  k n e e s .  A b o l i t io n -

is ts  a ro s e  f ro m  th is  s p i r i tu a l  

k in d l in g ,  a n d  la te r  th e  te m -

p e ra n c e  m o v e m e n t. 

T h e  n e x t  A w a k e n in g s

g a v e  b i r th  to  m o d e rn

d e n o m in a tio n s  a n d  to

e v a n g e lic a lis m  a s  w e

k n o w  it .  A m e r ic a  b e -

c a m e  a  n a t io n  o f

c h u rc h e s  a n d  c h u rc h g o -

e r s .  W h i le  r e v iv a ls

f a n n e d  th e  f la m e s  o f

f a i th  in  S c o t la n d  a n d

W a le s  e a r ly  in  th e

2 0 th  c e n tu ry,  D .L .

M o o d y  w a s  c a l l in g

A m e ric a  to  re p e n ta n c e

f ro m  h is  b a s e  in

C h ic a g o .  A n d  la te r,

s ta r t in g  w i th  h is  m in is t r y  in

s u b u rb a n  W e s te rn  S p r in g s ,

W h e a to n  C o l le g e  g r a d  B i l ly

G ra h a m  la u n c h e d  a  c ru s a d e

m in is t ry  th a t  p r e s e n te d  s a lv a -

t io n  in  J e s u s  C h r is t  to  m ill io n s

in  th e  s e c o n d  h a lf  o f  th a t  s a m e

c e n tu ry. 

A c ro s s  th e  d e c a d e s ,  p e o p le

w e re  p r a y in g ,  “ G o d  b le s s

A m e r ic a , a n d  w a k e  h e r  u p !”

A  s im i la r  r e f r a in  i s  p a r t  o f

S B C  h is to ry.  F o r  1 5 0  y e a r s ,

S o u th e rn  B a p t is t  c h u rc h e s

w e re  c o m m itte d  to  w e e k - lo n g

re v iv a l  m e e t in g s  fo c u s e d  o n

th e  s a lv a tio n  o f  lo s t  fa m ily  a n d

n e ig h b o rs . (S o m e  c h u rc h e s  s till

h o ld  th e  m e e tin g s  in  th e  s p r in g

o r  f a l l . )  B u t  th e  d r iv in g  n e e d

b e h in d  “ r e v iv a ls ”  i s  a w a k e n -

in g  – p ra y e r  f o r  th e  r e tu rn  o f

th e  n a t io n  to  l iv in g  f a i th  in

J e s u s  C h r is t ,  p r a y e r  th a t  p ro -

d u c e s  r e p e n ta n c e  in  p e o p le ,

c h a n g e s  th e i r  b e h a v io r,  a n d

tra n s fo rm s  liv e s  a n d  c o m m u n i-

t ie s . 

Read: Article 3 of The Baptist
Faith & Message (2000) at
www.IBSA.org/B101

T h e  H o ly  S p ir i t  i s  G o d ,  n o t  a

g h o s t. G o d  h a s  re v e a le d  h im se lf  a s

a n  e te rn a l ,  h o ly  t r i - u n i ty.  H e  is

th re e  p e rso n s , a n d  a t th e  s a m e  tim e

h e  is  o n e . T h is  is  o n e  o f  th e  g re a t

m y s te r ie s  o f  G o d . 

G o d  is  F a th e r  –  o u r  l i f e  o r ig i -

n a te s  in  h im . G o d  is  S o n  –  o u r  l ife

is  s a v e d  th ro u g h  h im . A n d  G o d  is

S p ir i t  –  o u r  l i f e  i s  e te rn a l iz e d  b y

h im . T h e  H o ly  S p ir i t  is  G o d , n o t  a

“ p a r t”  o f  G o d  o r  m e ta p h o r  fo r

G o d , b u t  fu lly  G o d  in  e v e ry  a t tr ib -

u te  a n d  a c tio n .

S o m e  p e o p le  fo c u s  a  lo t  o n  th e

H o ly  S p ir i t .  O th e rs  a lm o s t  ig n o re

h im . O u r  p ra is e  o f  G o d  c a n n o t ig -

n o re  th e  H o ly  S p ir it . T h e  S p ir it  d e -

s e rv e s  o u r  p r a is e  a n d  th a n k s  a n d

w o rs h ip .  W h ile  th e  S p ir i t  r e v e a ls

a n d  e x a lts  C h ris t, th is  a c tio n  is  m o -

tiv a te d  b y  lo v e  a n d  d o e s  n o t  in d i-

c a te  a  s u b o rd in a te  s ta tu s .

W h a t  s o m e  c o n s id e r  o v e re m -

p h a s is  o n  th e  S p ir i t  i s  u s u a l ly  a

le s s e n e d  r e v e re n c e  fo r  th e  L o rd

J e s u s  C h r is t .  F a th e r,  S o n ,  a n d

S p ir i t  a re  n o t  in  c o m p e ti t io n . T h e

H o ly  S p ir i t  is  n o t  a  ju n io r  p a r tn e r.

F o r  b e lie v e rs , th e  S p ir i t  is  n o t  o p -

t io n a l .  

I t  m a y  b e  h e lp fu l  to  p ic tu re  th e

F a th e r  s e a te d  o n  th e  th ro n e  o f

h e a v e n  (k in g s h ip )  a n d  th e  S o n

s e a te d  a t  h is  r ig h t h a n d  (a  s ig n  th a t

h is  m is s io n  w a s  a c c o m p l is h e d  a t

th e  c ro s s ) .  G o d ’s  p r e s e n c e  in  th e

w o r ld  i s  th e  in d w e l l in g  S p ir i t  o f

th e  L o rd . T h e  S p ir i t  c o n v in c e s  u s

o f  t r u th ,  c o n v ic ts  u s  o f  s in ,  a n d

e m p o w e r s  u s  f o r  s e rv ic e  th ro u g h

h is  g if ts  ( s u c h  a s  h o s p ita l i ty, le a d -

e r s h ip ,  te a c h in g ) .  A s  w e  w a lk  in

th e  S p ir i t ,  o u r  c a p a c ity  to  l iv e  o u t

th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  C h r is t  a n d  e x h ib it

th e  f ru it  o f  th e  S p ir it  in c re a se s  (s e e

th e  l is t  in  G a la tia n s  5 :2 2 -2 3 ) . 

T h e  H o ly  S p ir i t  a ls o  d w e l ls  in

th e  C h u rc h  to  p ro m p t  w o r s h ip ,

s te w a rd s h ip , a n d  d is c ip le s h ip . H e

e n l iv e n s  o u r  c o n g re g a t io n s  to

d e m o n s tra te  o u r  w o rs h ip  a s  a  l i fe

o f  p r a is e  a n d  th a n k s g iv in g  to  th e

L o rd .

A s  p a s to r, I  re c a ll  h o w  w e  e x p e -

r ie n c e d  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  H o ly

S p ir i t  in  u n e x p e c te d  w a y s .  “ T h e

H o ly  S p ir i t  s h o w e d  u p ”  is  th e  w a y

s o m e  o f  u s  e x p la in e d  w h a t  to o k

p la c e .  H is  f re s h  w in d  c a u g h t o u r

a tte n tio n  a n d  h is  f re s h  f ire  b ro u g h t

u s  to  o u r  k n e e s  in  c o n fe s s io n  a n d

re c o m m itm e n t .  W e  e x p e r ie n c e d

tru e  a w e .  Im m e d ia te ly,  s in g in g

c h a n g e d  fro m  th re e  c h o ru se s  a b o u t

G o d  to  3 0  m in u te s  a n d  m o re  o f

s o n g s  o f  p r a is e  s u n g  d i r e c t ly  to

G o d .  M e e t in g s  th a t  b e g a n  w i th  a

p o lite  p ra y e r  n o w  s ta r te d  w ith  a s k -

in g -s e e k in g -k n o c k in g  p ra y e rs  th a t

p u s h e d  th e  a g e n d a  b a c k  a n d  o f te n

c h a n g e d  th e  a g e n d a  c o m p le te ly.

P ra y e r  t im e s  b e c a m e  p ra y e r  m e e t-

in g s ;  w e  k n e w  w e  w e re  m e e t in g

w ith  G o d ,  e m p o w e re d  b y  th e

S p ir i t  to  k n o w  a n d  p ra y  th e  m in d

o f  C h r is t  to  o u r  F a th e r  in  h e a v e n .

J u s t  a s  C h r is t  h a s  b e e n  m is p e r-

c e iv e d  b y  s o m e  a s  w e a k  a n d  m ild ,

th e  S p ir i t  h a s  b e e n  m is in te rp re te d

a s  m e re ly  a  h e lp e r  ( if  a n d  w h e n  w e

th in k  w e  n e e d  o n e )  a n d  a  c o m -

fo r te r  (a  k in d  g e n tle m a n  w h o  fe e ls

b a d  th a t w e  fe e l b a d ) . T h e  S p ir it  o f

th e  L iv in g  G o d  w h o  c o m e s  a lo n g -

s id e  u s  is  a  m ig h ty  w in d  a n d  in s id e

u s  is  a  fu e l in g  f i r e .  H e  is  th e  o n e

w h o  re le a s e d  th e  p o w e r  to  re s h a p e

a  p la n e t  w ith o u t fo rm  a n d  v o id  o f

l ife .

I t  is  th is  ro le  o f  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t

th a t  is  v i ta l  fo r  th e  C h u rc h  in  th e

r a p id ly  c h a n g in g  2 1 s t  c e n tu ry.

U n til th e  C h u rc h  le a rn s  a fre sh  h o w

to  b e  “ f i l le d  w i th  th e  S p ir i t”  in

o rd e r  to  d is c e rn  h o w  to  fo llo w  th e

S p ir i t’s  s c r ip tu ra l  le a d in g s , w e  a re

d o o m e d  to  o u r  o w n  p la n s . 

Phil Miglioratti is director of the
National Pastors Prayer Network
and IBSA’S prayer coordinator.

THE HOLY SPIRITWHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

Baptists sometimes seem skeptical of the Holy Spirit. Why? 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation (John 16:7-11)
and sanctification (Romans 8:13-14)?

What does it mean for Christians, who have the Spirit living
inside them, to also be “filled with the Spirit”? Does that mean
the same thing?

If a church experiences “a move of the Spirit,” what are some
things that might happen in that congregation?

Look up the song “Spirit of the Living God.” Sing it as a prayer. 

CONSIDER THIS                        

PRAYING FOR REVIVAL

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

1

2

3

4

The Spirit of the
Living God who comes
alongside us is a mighty
wind and inside us
is a fueling fire.

– Eric Reed 

Think about it:

1. What is the evidence that America
needs spiritual awakening?

2. Do you see any signs that God’s
Spirit is moving in the nation?

3. Are there places in the world
where awakening seems to be hap-
pening more than in the U.S.? 

4. How do you pray for awakening
and revival?

For personal study or group discussion

theWorld
from a new angle
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in the US speak
Spanish at home.
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as our top condiment in 1991.

40.4 million
immigrants were living in 
the US in 2011, the peak 
year so far.

2015 2060 (projected)

62% 43% Non-Hispanic white 

18% 30% Hispanic (of any race)

13% 15% African American

5% 8% Asian American

surpassed ketchup

38 million people

Worldwide, Southern Baptist
church planters engage 874 people
groups. And the Gospel is
preached in at least 20 different
tongues every Sunday in Illinois.
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surpassed Italian as the
most popular ethnic food
in the US in 2013. 

Salsa

The US is the
th-largest
Spanish-

speaking
country in
the world. 
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2 million foreign-born 
residents live in Illinois.
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– US census data, Pew Research, shindigz.com.
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