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B roadv iew  M iss ionary  B ap tis t C hu rch  in  C h icago ’s

w est subu rbs has fo rged  a  m issions connection  in  West

A fric a  o v e r  th e  p a s t f iv e  y ea rs , sen d in g  tw o  to  fo u r

team s each  y ea r and  p lan ting  chu rches  in  T he  G am b ia

and  G u in ea -B issau .

I t  a ll  s ta r ted  w ith  o n e  m iss io n  tr ip , a n d  o n e  tax i

d riv e r.

In  2008 , B roadv iew  sen t a  team  to  T he  G am b ia  to

ex p lo re  h ow  th ey  m ig h t d o  m iss io n s  in  th e  M u s lim

coun try. T hey  h ad  a ttended  a  tra in ing  sess ion  sp ec ifi-

ca lly  fo r m iss ion s  in  S ub -S aharan  A frican , ho sted  by

th e  S ou th e rn  B ap tis t In te rn a tiona l M iss ion  B oard . 

M ission s P asto r Robert Walker and  th e  B roadv iew

team  had  id en tified  th e  Jo la  p eop le  a s  th e  g roup  th ey

w ou ld  try  to  sh a re  th e  G ospe l w ith , and  on  th e ir  w ay

ou t o f th e ir  ho te l, th ey  ran  in to  a  tax i d riv e r w ho  sa id ,

“ I know  w here  m any  Jo la  a re .”

H e  d rov e  th e  g roup  to  th e  n e ighbo rhood  h e  kn ew,

w here  th ey  p raye r w a lk ed  and  to ld  B ib le  s to rie s . T he

nex t d ay, h e  took  th em  to  ano th e r comm un ity. “B y  th e

tim e  w e  h ad  to ld  th e  s to ry  fou r o r fiv e  tim es , h e  sa id ,

‘ I  th in k  I  w an t th is  Je su s  y o u ’re  ta lk in g  ab o u t,’”

Walke r sh a red .

T he  cab  d riv e r w as  a  “m an  o f p eace ,”  a  firs t p o in t

o f con tac t w ho  se rv es  a s  a  ca ta ly s t fo r th e  G ospe l. H e

now  pasto rs B roadv iew  B ap tist C hurch of The G am bia. 

L ast y ea r, a  B roadv iew  team  and  th e  G am b ian  p as-

to r w en t to  G u inea-B issau  to  engage  th e  K asanga  peo -

p le . T h e re , th ey  fo u nd  an o th e r  m an  o f  p e ace  w ho

accep ted  C h ris t, a long  w ith  abou t 20  o th e r m en  in  th e

v illa g e . W hen  Wa lk e r  an d  S en io r  P a s to r  M a rv in

P ark e r w en t to  G u in ea -B issau  fo r an  E as te r ce leb ra -

tion  in  2014 , th ey  saw  “peop le  ev e ryw here ,”  Walke r

sa id . T he  chu rch  h ad  g row n  to  a round  200 .

B ro adv iew  w ill  sen d  an o th e r  te am  to  Wes t A fr ic a

soon  to  go  d eepe r in to  G u in ea -B issau  and  sea rch  fo r

fu tu re  chu rch  s ite s .

W hen  ch u rch e s  ta k e  m iss io n  tr ip s , th e  b en e f its

a ren ’t ju st seen  on  the  m ission  fie ld , sa id  Bob Elmore,

w ho  h e lp s  co o rd in a te  sh o r t- te rm  tr ip s  fo r  IB SA

chu rches . “ If  you  can  go  to  ano th e r coun try  and  sh a re

th e  G o sp e l, th en  [w hen ] y o u  com e  h om e , y o u  c an ’t

h e lp  bu t sh a re .”

IBSA partners with the International and the North
American Mission Boards to connect Illinois churches
with missionaries and mission trip opportunities. For
more information, contact the IBSA Missions Team at
(217) 391-3138. Contact MarkEmerson@IBSA.org.

Miss io n  trips  have  a ripple  e ffect

We serve in … many places
Leaders from Broadview Missionary Baptist Church, including
Senior Pastor Marvin Parker (back row, right), celebrated this
Easter at the church they helped plant in Guinea Bissau.
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Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

When Jesus sent the disciples out in pairs to minister in his name, he told
them to look for a “man of peace” in each city they visited (Luke 10:6).
This person would provide food and lodging for the disciples as long as
they stayed in that city, and he would be blessed for it. 
Today church planters and missionaries still look for the man of peace.
Wherever they go, it seems someone is open to their work, even if that per-
son is not yet a believer in Jesus. He may not even know who Jesus is, but
he is curious. And he can open doors among the people of his community. 
A Southern Baptist missionary entered a potential hostile village in Asia,
first praying for a man of peace. “I started my stopwatch,” he said. “We
walked into the center of the village where the well was. A person ap-
proached me out of nowhere and said, ‘Have you eaten?’ We said, ‘Not yet.’
He said, ‘Well, come to my home.’ His name was Li, and he was the person
of peace we wanted. I stopped my watch: three minutes, 21 seconds.”

PEACE, MAN!                     

– with info from Baptist Press 
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Read Article 4 of The Baptist
Faith & Message (2000) at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

Is  th e re  m o re  th an  o n e  w ay  to

h eav en ?  A  lo t o f  p eop le  th in k  so ,

in c lud ing  som e  C h ris tian s . 

In  h is  sum m ary  o f  C hu ck  C o l-

son ’s  book  “L ies  th a t G o  U ncha l-

len g ed  in  P o pu la r  C u ltu re ,”  K en

K e lley  say s , “M o re  th an  7 5%  o f

A m eric an s  b e liev e  th a t m any

roads can  lead  to  e te rna l life . M ore

d is tu rb in g  is  th e  f in d in g  th a t a l-

m ost one-ha lf o f h igh ly  comm itted

evange lica ls  b e lieve  th ere  a re  m u l-

tip le  p a th s  to  e te rn a l life .”   

To d ay  m any  p eo p le  p re sum e

th e ir  ow n  goodn ess  w ill b e  su ff i-

c ien t to  a tta in  G od ’s  sa lv a tio n , o r

th a t G od  c an  u se  o th e r  m ean s  to

re co n c ile  lo s t h um an ity  b a ck  to

H im se lf. T hese  b e lie fs  rev ea l tw o

fundam en ta l f law s: firs t, th e  in ca -

p ab ility  o f a  fin ite  hum an  b e ing  to

d ea l w ith  s in  and , second , fa ilu re

to  see  the  necessity  and  un iqueness

o f  th e  su b s titu tio n a ry, a to n in g

dea th  o f Je su s , th e  in fin ite  S on  o f

G od , on  th e  c ro ss .  

T h e  “S a lv a tio n ”  a r tic le  in  th e

Baptist Faith & Message ad -

d resses  th ese  tw o  in te rw oven  m is-

unders tand ing s . In  sho rt, o u r good

b eh av io r  isn ’t  g o o d  en o ugh , a n d

on ly  Jesu s’ sac rifice  is  tru ly  good

enough . 

T he  w o rd  “ sa lv a tion”  is  app lied

to  m any  th in g s  in  to d ay ’s  la n -

guage , to  m ost ev e ry th ing  bu t th e

sou l. We  firs t n eed  a  to  recap tu re

th e  m ean ing  o f th e  w o rd . Baker’s
Evangelical Dictionary on Biblical

Theology p ic tu re s  “ sa lv a tio n ”  a s
th e  id ea  o f re scue . We  a re  ove rrun

w ith  floodw ate rs  w ithou t th e  ab il-

ity  to  sw im . O u r d ea th  by  d row n -

in g  is  c e r ta in . B u t a  re scu e r  la y s

h o ld  o f  u s  an d  p u lls  u s  sa fe ly  to

sho re .  

T h is  is  w ha t G od  has done  fo r u s

in  Je su s  C h ris t. In  C o lo ss ian s  1 :21

P au l s ta te s , “A nd  y o u , w ho  o n ce

w ere  a liena ted  and  hostile  in  m ind ,

d o in g  ev il  d e ed s .”  In  o u r  s in , w e

a re  com p le te ly  sp ir itu a lly  d e ad .

We  a re  en em ie s  tow a rd  G od  an d

en s lav ed  in  o u r  reb e llio n  tow a rd

H im . We  w ere  bo rn  in to  s in . 

D av id  say s  in  P sa lm  51 :5 , “A nd

in  s in  d id  m y  m o th e r  co n ce iv e

m e.”  A nd  P au l d ec la res  in  R om ans

3 :2 3 , “A ll h av e  s in n ed  an d  fa ll

sho rt o f th e  g lo ry  o f G od .”  

W e  a re  g u ilty  b e cau se  o f  th e

s ta in  o f  A d am ’s  s in  an d  w e  a re

gu ilty  o f ou r ow n  s in  ag a in s t G od .

S o , w e  a re  o v e rw he lm ing ly  in ca -

p ab le  o f d ea ling  w ith  th e  p rob lem

and  p resence  o f ou r s in . O u r life  is

th o ro u gh ly  s ta in ed  n o t o n ly  w ith

A dam ’s  s in  b u t o u r  ow n  o u tr ig h t

reb e llio n  tow a rd  G od . W e  a re

d row n ing  and  in  d espe ra te  n eed  o f

a  R escuer. B u t no t any  rescuer w ill

do . H e  m ust b e  ab le  to  no t ju s t d is-

gu ise  th e  s ten ch  o f ou r s in  ag a in s t

G od . H e  m ust b e  ab le  to  b reak  th e

p ow e r  o f  s in  an d  le av e  u s  com -

p le te ly  c lean  from  any  s ta in  o f s in .  

In  O ld  Te s tam en t t im es , sa c r i-

f ic e s  w e re  o ffe red  to  w ip e  aw ay

th a t s ta in— aga in  an d  ag a in . P e r-

fec t, u nb lem ished  sh eep  and  goa ts

an d  b u lls  w e re  h o is ted  o n to  th e

a lta r  b y  th e  p r ie s ts  a n d  th e ir

lifeb lo o d  w as  d ra in ed  f rom  th e ir

b o d ie s . B u t ev en  th e se  sa c r if ic e s

w e re  n o t a  p e rm an en t so lu tio n  to

m ank ind ’s  s in  p rob lem . 

In  con tras t to  th a t sac rific ia l sy s-

tem , H eb rew s 9 :14  say s  o f Je su s’

o ffe r in g , “H ow  m uch  m o re  w ill

th e  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t, w ho  th ro ugh

th e  e te rn a l S p ir it  o ffe red  h im se lf

w ithou t b lem ish  to  G od , pu rify  ou r

co n sc ien ce  f rom  d ead  w o rk s  to

serve  the  liv ing  G od .”  N o t any  sac-

r if ic e  w ou ld  d o . O n ly  th e  p e rfe c t

G od -m an , Je su s , w ou ld  b e  su ff i-

c ien t. 

P au l say s  in  G a la tian s , “W hen

th e  fu lln ess  o f tim e  h ad  com e  G od

sen t fo rth  H is  son .”  Je su s , te s tify -

ing  o f h im se lf, sa id  h is  pu rpo se  is

no t to  condem n  th e  w o rld  in  th e ir

s in s , b u t to  sav e  th e  w o rld . (L ook

up  John  3 :16 -17  and  read  it a loud .

R ead  it  a g a in , su b s titu tin g  y o u r

nam e  fo r “ th e  w o rld .” ) 

Je su s  w a s  th e  s in le s s  L am b  o f

G od . H is  su b s titu tio n a ry  d ea th  –

tak ing  ou r s in  on  h im se lf, th en  tak -

ing  ou r p lace  on  th e  c ro ss  – sa tis -

f ie d  th e  w ra th  o f  G od  th e  F a th e r

tow ard  s in . 

O n ly  Jesu s  w as  good  enough  to

sa tis fy  G od ’s  ex p ec ta tio n s . A nd

th a t’s  w hy  h e ’s  th e  on ly  m ean s  o f

sa lv a tio n , o u r  o n ly  re scu e r, th e

o n ly  o n e  w ho  c an  re co n c ile  o u r

s in -b ro k en  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e

F a th e r, a n d  th e  o n ly  w ay  to

heaven . 

Tim Sadler is IBSA’s Evangelism
Director. He is available to consult
with churches on faith-sharing
strategies.

SALVATIONWHATWE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

Which of these is handed down from generation to generation:
sin itself, the penalty for sin, or the inclination to sin? 

What qualifies Jesus to forgive our sin?

Have you ever needed a rescuer as did the drowning
swimmer described here? If so, how did you feel at the time?
And afterward?

How does that feeling relate to your personal salvation
experience?

CONSIDER THIS                        

1

2

3

4

For personal study or group discussion
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A te a ch e r  o f  m in e  u sed  to

say, “T h e  S o u th e rn  B ap tis t

C onv en tio n  o n ly  ex is ts  th re e

day s  a  y ea r.”  H e  sa id  th a t b ack

w hen  th e  an n u a l sum m ertim e

ga th e ring  w as  th ree  d ay s  long .

N ow  it’s  b een  cond en sed  to

tw o  days each  June , bu t th e

p o in t is  th e  sam e : T h e

“conven tion”  is  a  bu sin ess

m ee tin g  m o re  th an  a  d e -

nom ina tion . 

S om e peop le  m igh t say

th a t’s  n it-p ick in g , b u t a t

th e  tim e  o f  th e  SB C ’s

found ing , th is  n ew  g roup

o f B ap tis ts  d idn ’t w an t to

be  id en tified  a s  a  d enom -

in a tio n . T h ey  saw  th em -

se lv e s  a s  an  a s so c ia tio n  o f

chu rches . In  fac t, m ost B ap tis t

o rg an iz a tio n s  a t th e  tim e  re -

jec ted  th e  id ea  o f a  chu rch  h i-

e ra rchy  th a t ru led  its  m em bers

in  a  top -dow n  fa sh ion . In s tead ,

th ey  w an ted  to  em phas iz e  th e

vo lun ta ry  n a tu re  o f p a rtn e rsh ip

am ong  chu rches .

L ik e  th e  7 -U p  com m erc ia ls

o f  a  g en e ra tio n  ag o  (“7 -U p  is

th e  u n -co la ” ) , S o u th e rn  B ap -

tis ts  saw  th em se lv es  a s  th e  un -

d en om in a tio n . E sp ec ia lly  in

th e  ea rly  y ea rs . 

O ve r th e  d ecad es , th e  “con -

v en tio n ”  h a s  d ev e lo p ed  th re e

de fin ition s:

•  T h e  an n u a l m ee tin g  h e ld

eve ry  June

• T he  w ho le  rea lm  o f p eop le ,

m iss io n a r ie s , a n d  co n g reg a -

tion s  th a t id en tify  a s  S ou th e rn

B ap tis t

•  T he  loo se  n e tw o rk  o f m is-

sionary -send ing  agencies, sem -

in a rie s , p ub lish in g  h ou se , an d

financia l o rgan iza tions tha t fu r-

ther the  m ission  under the  aeg is

o f  S o u th e rn  B ap tis ts . O h , g o

ah ead  an d  say  it:  th e  d enom i-

n a tion . 

O ld e r p eop le  m ay  s till b u ck

a t th e  w o rd  “d en om in a tio n ”

becau se  it sm e lls  o f c reed s  and   

h ie ra rchy. B ap tis ts  d on ’t h av e

c re ed s  an d  w e  w on ’t b e

b o ssed  a ro u nd  b y  h ig h e r  u p s .

In  S o u th e rn  B ap tis t  th eo lo g y,

th e re  a re  no  h ighe r up s  bu t th e

L o rd  h im se lf . T h e re ’s  Je su s ,

th en  n ex t is  h is  B rid e , th e

C hu rch . 

T he  “conven tion”  m ay  m ee t

a  coup le  o f d ay s  p e r y ea r, and

w h ile  in  session  the  conven tion

m ay  app rove  a  budge t and  pass

re so lu tio n s , b u t its  a c tio n s  a re

n o t in ten d ed  to  b e  b in d in g  o n

th e  m em ber chu rches .

A nd  th e re  is  n o  su ch  en tity

a s  “T h e  S ou th e rn  B ap tis t

C hu rch .”  P eo p le  m ay  ta lk

ab ou t “T h e  U n ited  M e th o d is t

C hu rch ”  o r  “T h e  C a th o lic

C hu rch ,”  bu t th e re  is  no  S ou th -

e rn  B ap tis t C hu rch  w ith  a  cap -

ita l “C .”  

It’s  ju s t a  C onven tion . 

A nd  in  a  w o rld  w ith  m any

denom ina tion s , th a t d iffe rence

is  s ti l l  im po rtan t. I t  m ak e s  u s

S ou th e rn  B ap tis ts  “un -conven -

tiona l.”  

WE’RE THE UN-DENOMINATION

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

– Eric Reed 

Think about it:

Where is Southern Baptist head-
quarters? This is not a trick ques-
tion. The answer is not Nashville
or Springfield. 

If the national organization is not
designed to issue orders, then
what is the seat of authority in the
convention?

How does your answer affect the
importance of your local church in
Southern Baptist life?

in the World
is your church going?
Where

For example,
churches in
Rehoboth Bap-
tist Association –
headquartered
in Vandalia –
adopted the Quechua people group
in the mountains of Peru.

For many churches, their short-term
trips strategy includes developing a
relationship with an unreached,
unengaged people group. That requires
long-term vision, with return visits to
the same people group and location.  

24,459

people joined
IBSA-sponsored
missions projects
last year

2,840

IBSA church members
reported personal
involvement in missions. 

&

5They’ve sent mission teams to
share the Gospel through Bible stories.

In Illinois, churches make ministry
partnerships in Chicagoland and
metro St. Louis part of their Acts 1:8
missions strategy. 

Our churches have
been to Plainfield,
Haiti, Uganda, and
all across the globe. 

IBSA helps churches
plan mission trips
that change lives.

Contact BobElmore@IBSA.org
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Go d gives  us  o ppo rtun itie s  

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

S tree t ev ange lism  is  w ay  ou t o f

m y  com fo rt zone . D u ring  a  recen t

m iss ion  trip  to  th e  B ap tis t F riend -

sh ip  H ouse  in  N ew  O rlean s , I  w as

no t ex c ited  to  b e  sen t ou t in to  th e

c ity. B u t som eone  e lse  h ad  a lready

vo lun tee red  to  b ake  cupcakes . 

A s  o u r  g ro up  w a lk ed  a lo n g  th e

lev ee , w e  no ticed  a  young  w om an

s itt in g  a  l i t t le  m o re  th an  h a lfw ay

dow n  tow ard  th e  w a te r. T he re  w as

a  sm a ll f ire  bu rn ing  b es id e  h e r and

sh e  ap p ea red  to  b e  w eep in g . W e

h ad  a lre ad y  p a ssed  h e r  an d  th en

som e th in g  (S om eon e )  to ld  m e  to

go  b ack  and  g ree t h e r.

L in d a*  sa id  it  w a s  “m em o ry

d ay ”  in  h e r  co un try  o f  C h in a  and

sh e  h ad  com e  to  th e  r iv e r  to  re -

m em ber h e r m o the r w ho  d ied  th is

y ea r. S he  b rough t co ffee , fru it, and

flow ers , and  th rew  som e  p e ta ls  on

the  w ater as is  the  custom  in  C h ina .

L inda  w as a  g raduate  studen t a t the

U n iversity  o f Illino is-C h icago  w ho

h ad  com e  to  N ew  O rle an s  to  g e t

aw ay  from  th e  co ld  fo r a  few  day s .

A s w e  ta lk ed , L inda  sa id  som e-

th ing  abou t “ try ing  to  do  righ t and

to  b e  a  g o o d  p e rso n .”  I  to ld  h e r

abou t th e  sepa ra tion  b e tw een  p e r-

fe c t G od  an d  im p e rfe c t u s . B u t

G od  m ade  a  w ay  fo r u s  to  b e  p e r-

fec t. A no th e r m em ber o f ou r team

inched  dow n  over th e  rocks to  g ive

L in d a  a  tra c t, a n d  I  a sk ed  h e r  to

open  it so  sh e  cou ld  see  John  3 :16 .

S h e  c lu tch ed  it  to  h e rse lf  a n d

th anked  u s  fo r sh a ring  it. 

W hen  L in d a  to ld  m e  sh e  to o k

th e  #151  bu s  to  schoo l in  C h icago ,

I asked  her if she  w as fam ilia r w ith

Sheridan  R oad . I to ld  her there  w as

a  ch u rch  –  U p tow n  B ap tis t  –  a t

Sheridan  and  W ilson  tha t cou ld  te ll

h e r  m o re  ab o u t w h a t w a s  in  th e

trac t w e  h ad  g iv en  h e r. 

B ack  in  I ll in o is , I  e -m a iled

M indy  C obb  and  M ark  Jones  from

U p tow n  abou t L inda . M indy  con -

n ec ted  w ith  h e r, a n d  L in d a  a t-

te n d ed  ch u rch  th e re  o n  E a s te r

S unday. S he  knew  it w as  a  C h ris-

tia n  h o lid ay, so  sh e  to o k  m u ff in s

an d  ch o co la te . S h e  sa id  sh e  h ad

to u red  som e  ch u rch e s , b u t th e

se rv ice  a t U p tow n  w as th e  firs t sh e

had  eve r a ttended . 

O f  a ll  d ay s  to  h e a r  th e  fu ll

G o sp e l m essag e , c e r ta in ly  E a s te r

w as  th a t d ay.  

Location: Oak Park

Target: Singles and families in this village due west of Chicago

Characteristics: Oak Park has a population of 52,000 and is a
popular destination for tourists who come to visit several homes
and buildings designed by architect Frank Lloyd Wright.

Pray: That people living here will be open to the truth of the Gospel.

mission illinois

Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

Resources for B-101

COMING SOON

• Leader’s guides for study groups

• Self-guided tutorials on SBC
missions, Baptist beliefs,
distinctives, and the Cooperative 
Program

• The whole 20-part series 
will be available for download in 
time for fall discipleship classes 
and small groups.

Available soon online at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.
B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!

Helping hand: One of the WMU ministry
team prays with a homeless man while
on a mission trip in New Orleans. 

– Becky Arnett, FBC McLeansboro, Ill.


