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Big, bus tlin g, challe n gin g, d ive rse

A series from the Illinois Baptist • Vol. 2

Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

Buzz Lightyear wanted to go “to infinity…and
beyond!” The animated astronaut said that a lot
to his compatriots in Andy’s toy box. 
To the disciples who followed Jesus, their

leader’s final words before ascending into heaven
must have sounded just as impossible. Jesus told
them to go to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
He was describing a simple strategy for taking

the Gospel to all the peoples of the world:

(1) Start where you are, whether it’s a crossroads
community or a city. (2) Go to the region around
your town. (3) Go to a large adjacent territory or
unreached people group. (4) Go to a distant
place where the Gospel has never been.
Let’s remember all four sectors when we plan

missions strategies, supporting them financially
and with our own personal hands-on endeavor.

TO JERUSALEM, AND BEYOND…                                              

– Meredith Flynn

A  w om a n  c am e  to  C h u rc h  o f  th e  B e lo v e d  in

C h ic a g o  h a v in g  n e v e r  h e a rd  th e  G o sp e l .  

“ S ix  m o n th s  la te r, s h e ’s  w e ep in g  d u r in g  h e r  b a p tism

s e rv ic e ,”  s a y s  David Choi, th e  c h u rc h  p la n te r  w h o
s ta r te d  C O T B  tw o  y e a rs  a g o .

“ I  c a n ’t  e v e n  b e g in  to  e x p la in  th e  jo y  a s  a  c h u rc h

p la n te r,  to  k n ow  th a t  s om eb o d y  w e n t a l l  th e  w a y  f rom

n ev e r  h e a r in g  a b o u t J e su s , to  n ow  b e in g  e x c ite d  a b o u t

th e  G o sp e l, a n d  b e in g  c o n v e r te d , a n d  k n ow in g  th a t h e r

e te rn a l  d e s t in y  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d .

“T h e re ’s  n o th in g  l ik e  i t .”

P e o p le  a re  m e e tin g  J e su s  a t  C h u rc h  o f  th e  B e lo v e d .

W h a t s ta r te d  a s  a  c o re  g ro u p  o f  2 0  p e o p le  h a s  g row n

to  m o re  th a n  4 0 0 . C h o i  s a y s  2 5  c o u n tr ie s  a re  r e p re -

s e n te d  o n  a n  a v e ra g e  w e e k e n d  a t  h is  c h u rc h . A n d  h is

d iv e rs e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  is  ju s t  a  s l ic e  o f  m e tro  C h ic a g o ,

h om e  to  1 0  m ill io n  p e o p le .  

“O b v io u s ly, w e ’re  n o t g o in g  to , b y  o u rse lv e s , b e  a b le

to  m ak e  a  h u g e  d e n t in  th a t,”  C h o i s a id . E n te r  m in is try

p a r tn e rs  f rom  I llin o is  a n d  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try, fo c u se d

o n  p e n e tra tin g  sp ir itu a l lo s tn e s s  in  C h ic a g o la n d .

T h e  S en d  C h ic a g o  in itia tiv e  s ta r te d  in  2 0 1 2  a s  a  w ay

to  fu n n e l  c h u rc h  p la n tin g  re so u rc e s  in to  th e  c i ty. T h e

N o r th  A m e r ic a n  M is s io n  B o a rd  (S o u th e rn  B a p t is ts ’

d om e s tic  m is s io n s  a g e n c y )  p a r tn e re d  w ith  th e  I l l in o is

B a p tis t  S ta te  A s so c ia tio n  a n d  lo c a l  le a d e rs . T h e ir  p la n

is  to  c o n n e c t  p o te n tia l  c h u rc h  p la n te rs  w ith  C h ic a g o

n e ig h b o rh o o d s  in  n e e d  o f  a  n ew  c h u rc h . 

C h o i la u n c h e d  C h u rc h  o f  th e  B e lo v e d  in  F e b ru a ry

2 0 1 2 .  F e l lo w  p a s to r  N a th a n  C a r te r  o ff e r e d  h is

c h u rc h ’s  b u i ld in g  to  th e  n ew  p la n t  o n  S a tu rd a y

e v en in g s . T h e  lo c a tio n , n e a r  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  I l l in o is -

C h ic a g o , h e lp e d  C O T B  re a c h  o u t  to  in te rn a tio n a l  s tu -

d e n ts . 

T h e  n ew  c h u rc h  a ls o  re c e iv e d  h e lp  f rom  a  m in is try

p a r tn e r  o u ts id e  o f  C h ic a g o  –  w ay  o u ts id e . F irs t B ap tis t

C h u rc h  in  F o r t  S m ith ,  A rk a n s a s ,  s u p p o r te d  C O T B

w ith  p ra y e r,  f in a n c ia l  r e s o u rc e s ,  a n d  m is s io n  te am s .

T h e y  a ls o  h e lp e d  C h o i’s  c h u rc h  la u n c h  i ts  s e c o n d  lo -

c a t io n  in  S t r e e te rv i l le ,  ju s t  a  f ew  b lo c k s  f r o m  L a k e

M ic h ig a n . C O T B  n ow  h a s  tw o  S u n d a y  m o rn in g  s e rv -

ic e s  th e re , in  a d d it io n  to  th e  S a tu rd a y  e v e n in g  g a th e r-

in g  n e a r  U IC . 

“W e  f in d  o u r s e lv e s  g r a te fu l ,  im p re s s e d  a n d  c h a l -

le n g e d ”  b y  th e  p a r tn e r s h ip ,  s a id  F B C  F o r t  S m ith ’s

m is s io n s  p a s to r, Greg Ford.  “W e  a re  g ra te fu l  fo r  h ow

D av e  in itia lly  p o u red  in to  la y  le ad e rs  a n d  fo r  th e ir  c o n -

t in u e d  le a d e r s h ip  a n d  in f lu e n c e .  W e  a r e  im p re s s e d

w ith  th e ir  fo cu s  o n  e v an g e lism  an d  th e  fa v o r  th e y  h av e

s e e n  w ith  in te rn a tio n a ls .

“W e  a re  c h a lle n g e d  b y  th e ir  c om m itm en t to  p ra y e r,

a n d  p ra is e  th e  L o rd  fo r  h ow  H e  h a s  a n sw e re d .”

We Serve in... Chicago 
Church of the Beloved planter David Choi was surrounded by
prayer partners at a city-wide prayer meeting for new churches.
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Read: Article 2, Section A, of
The Baptist Faith & Message
(2000) at www.IBSA.org/B101

“H e l lo ,  G o d ,”  a  k in d e rg a r te n e r

in  o u r  S u n d a y  s c h o o l o n c e  g re e te d

m e .  I  s h o u ld n ’t  h a v e  b e e n  s u r-

p r is e d . A f te r  a l l ,  w e  w e re  in  G o d ’s

h o u se , a n d  I  w o u ld  th in k  th is  c h ild

e x p e c te d  to  m e e t  G o d  th e re . 

I  k n o w  h is  m o th e r,  a n d  m a n y

lik e  h im , h o p ed  I  w o u ld  b e  a  fa th e r

f ig u re . A s  a  p a s to r  fo r  5 0  y e a rs , in

a n  A fr ic a n  A m e ric a n  c h u rc h , I  re -

m em b e r c o n v e rsa tio n s  from  m o th -

e rs  w h o  w e re  h e a d s  o f  h o u se h o ld

th a t  w a n te d  m e  to  s p e a k  to  th e ir

c h ild ren , e sp e c ia lly  th e ir  so n s . F o r

th em  I  w a s  a  fa th e r  f ig u re .

I  g r ew  u p  in  a  s in g le -p a r e n t

h o u se h o ld . M y  ow n  u n d e rs ta n d in g

o f  th e  ro le  a  fa th e r  s h o u ld  o r  m u s t

p la y  w a s  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  I  s aw

th ro u g h  th e  e y e s  o f  m y  f r ie n d s .

B u t e v e n  th o se  w h o se  fa th e rs  w e re

p re s e n t  in  th e ir  h o u se h o ld s  d id  n o t

h o ld  th e  s am e  o p in io n s  o f  fa th e rs . 

E v e n  in  m y  o w n  h om e ,  i f  th e

q u e s tio n  w e re  a sk e d  o f  m y  d a u g h -

te r s  a b o u t  m e  a s  th e ir  f a th e r  th e ir

d e s c r ip t io n s  w o u ld  v a ry.  W e  a l l

h a v e  d iffe re n t  c o n c e p ts  o f  fa th e rs . 

A s  n ew  b e l ie v e r s ,  w e  o f te n

c om e  to  G o d  w ith  p re c o n c e p tio n s

o f  w h o  H e  is  b a s e d  o n  o u r  p a s t  e x -

p e r ie n c e s  a n d  o u r  p re s e n t  n e e d s .

I n  o u r  n ew  m em b e r s  c la s s ,  w e

te a c h  th a t  G o d  h a s  a t t r ib u te s  th a t

b o th  d e s c r ib e  w h o  H e  is  a n d  h ow

w e  c a n  s e e  H im  in  o u r  l i fe ’s  s i tu a -

t io n s .  T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l ,  b u t  th e

fo u r  th a t re so n a te  w ith  m an y  in  o u r

c o n g re g a tio n  a re

• J e h o v a h -R a a h

(T h e  L o rd  m y  sh e p h e rd )

• J e h o v a h -R a p h a

(T h e  L o rd  th a t  h e a ls )

• J e h o v a h -S h am m ah

(T h e  L o rd  is  th e re ) ,  a n d  

• J e h o v a h -J ire h

(T h e  L o rd  w il l  p ro v id e ) . 

E a rly  in  o u r  fa ith -w a lk , w e  re la te

to  G o d  a t  th e  p o in t  o f  o u r  n e e d .

B u t i t  is  im p o r ta n t  fo r  a l l  w h o  a c -

c e p t J e su s  a s  th e ir  L o rd  a n d  S a v io r

g e t  to  k n ow  G o d  a s  F a th e r. 

O u r  s ta tem en t o f  fa i th , The Bap-
tist Faith and Message,  is  c le a r  in
d e f in in g  w h o  G o d  is .  H e  is  a n  in -

te l l ig e n t ,  s p i r i tu a l ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l

B e in g  w h o  is  C re a to r,  R e d e em e r,

P r e s e rv e r,  a n d  R u le r  o f  th e  u n i -

v e r s e .  T h is  s ta tem e n t  w o u ld  b e

s im i la r  to  w h a t  o th e r  r e l ig io u s

g ro u p s  m ay  a s c r ib e  to  th e ir  g o d . 

O n e  m ay  w e ll  a sk  th e  q u e s tio n ,

“W h a t is  th e  d iffe re n c e ? ”  

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  l ie s  in  th e  f a c t

th a t th e  G o d  w e  se rv e  is  n o t d is ta n t

a n d  u n a p p ro a c h a b le .  O u r  G o d  is

v e ry  m u c h  a n  in te g ra l  p a r t  o f  o u r

e v e ry d a y  l ife . G o d  is  a l l-p ow e rfu l ,

a n d  a l l-k n ow in g , y e t  w e  h a v e  th e

c a p a b i l i ty  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a n  in t i -

m a te  re la t io n sh ip  w ith  H im . 

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  H o lm an  B ib le

D ic t io n a ry, G o d  re la te s  to  b e l ie v -

e rs  a s  a  fa th e r  re la te s  to  h is  c h ild .

S om e  w o u ld  t r a n s la te  A b b a  a s

“D ad d y ”  to  c o n v e y  th e  c lo s e , p e r-

s o n a l  m e a n in g  o f  th e  w o rd . E v e n

w h e n  th e  m o re  fo rm a l N ew  Te s ta -

m en t w o rd  p a te r  is  t ra n s la te d  “ fa -

th e r,”  th e  id e a  o f  A b b a  is  c e r ta in ly

in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d . 

J e su s  a d d re s s e d  G o d  a s  “A b b a ”

in  p ra y e r  (M a rk  1 4 :3 6 )  a n d  ta u g h t

H is  d is c ip le s  to  p r a y  in  th e  s am e

te rm s  (L u k e  11 :1 -2 ) .  I n  G o s p e ls

M a t th ew , M a rk  a n d  L u k e ,  J e s u s

u s e s  th is  te rm  som e  6 5  t im e s  a n d

o v e r  1 0 0  t im e s  in  J o h n . 

W h e n  J e s u s  ta lk s  a b o u t  G o d  a s

H is  F a th e r,  H e  i s  a ls o  d e s c r ib in g

G o d  a s  o u r  F a th e r. G o d  is  th e  p e r-

fe c t  e x am p le  fo r  w h a t w e  w ish  a l l

e a r th ly  fa th e rs  to  b e : h o ly, ju s t, a n d

fa ir,  b u t  a b o v e  lo v e , b e c a u s e  G o d

is  lo v e  (1  J o h n  4 :8 ) .

I  h a v e  a  f r ie n d  w h o  h a s  tw o

ad o p ted  c h ild re n . T h e re  is  n o  q u e s -

t io n  th a t  b o th  h e  a n d  h is  w ife  h a v e

p o u re d  in to  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e ir  c h il-

d re n  th e  k in d  o f  c o n s ta n t  a n d  c o n -

sum m a te  lo v e  th a t  is  s o  G o d - lik e .

I n  th a t  f am i ly,  I  s e e  m o d e le d  th e

s am e  w ay  G o d  d e c id e d  in  a d v a n c e

to  a d o p t u s  in to  h is  ow n  fam ily, b y

b r in g in g  u s  to  h im s e l f  th ro u g h

J e s u s  C h r is t .  T h is  i s  w h a t  h e

w an te d  to  d o , a n d  it  g a v e  h im  g re a t

p le a su re  (E p h e s ia n s  1 :5 ) . 

O n ly  a  tru e  F a th e r  c o u ld  d o  th a t .

– Don Sharp is pastor of Faith
Tabernacle Baptist Church in
Chicago.

OD, THE FATHERWHATWE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

How do our preconceptions
of fathers help or limit our 
understanding of God as 
our Father?

Can we expect to have the
same kind of Father/child
relationship with God as Jesus
does? If so, how? If not, why?

What clues to the parent/child
relationship do we get from
the opening of the Lord’s
Prayer: “Our Father”?

What does it say about our
relationship to Jesus, and
each other?

Do you identify with God in
the “daddy” definition of
“Abba”? Is that comfortable
or uncomfortable to you? 

How does our relationship to
Father God change as we
mature in our faith? Are we
ever any less child-like in 
relation to Father God? 

CONSIDER THIS                        
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For personal study or group discussion
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Yo u n g  Adoniram Judson
c o u ld n ’t  s le e p . S ta y in g  a t  a n

in n , h e  to s s e d  a n d  tu rn e d

a s  s om eo n e  in  th e  n e x t

ro om  m ad e  v io le n t

n o is e s  a l l  n ig h t .  H e

a sk e d  th e  d e sk  c le rk

w h a t th e  ru c k u s  w a s  a l l

a b o u t. T h e  g u y  in  th e

n e x t ro om  d ie d . A n d

w o rs e , i t  h a p p e n e d  to  b e

Ju d so n ’s  b e s t  f r ie n d . 

T h a t  s h o o k  Ju d so n ’s  fa i th ,

a n d  s ta r te d  h im  o n  a  s p ir i tu a l

jo u rn e y, f ir s t  to  f in d  th a t  h e

c o u ld  tru s t  G o d  e v e n  w h e n

b a d  th in g s  h a p p e n , th e n  to

sh a re  th a t  g o o d  n ew s  o n  th e

o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  w o r ld .  

S e v e ra l  p e o p le  h a d  s ig n if i-

c a n t  ro le s  in  d e v e lo p in g  o u r

id e n ti ty  a s  a  “m is s io n a l”  p e o -

p le , lo n g  b e fo re  th e  S o u th e rn

B ap tis t  C o n v e n tio n  w a s

fo u n d e d  in  1 8 4 5 . 

T h e re  w a s  m is s io n a ry  to  th e

H o u sa to n ic  a n d  D e law a re

tr ib e s  David Brainerd o f

C o n n e c tic u t .  T h e  a c c o u n ts  o f

h is  s h o r t  l i fe  (h e  d ie d  in  1 7 4 7

a t  a g e  2 9 )  in sp ire d  p re a c h e rs

in  a  t im e  w h e n  m is s io n s  w a s

n o t p o p u la r.  W h en  William
Carey p re a c h e d  fo r  fo re ig n

m is s io n s , o n e  m an  sh o u te d ,

“Yo u n g  m an , s i t  d ow n ; w h e n

G o d  p le a s e s  to  c o n v e r t  th e

h e a th e n , h e  w il l  d o  i t  w ith o u t

y o u r  a id  a n d  m in e .”  B u t C a re y

p re a c h e d  o n :  “ E x p e c t  g re a t

th in g s  f rom  G o d , a t tem p t g re a t

th in g s  fo r  G o d !”  

N e x t c am e  Ju d so n . H e  im -

p re s s e d  th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l

c h u rc h ’s  le a d e rs  th a t  th e y

fo rm ed  a  m is s io n s  b o a rd  to

s e n d  h im  to  B u rm a . O n  th e

lo n g  s e a  v o y a g e , J u d so n  c o n -

d u c te d  a  s tu d y  o f  b a p tism . H e

c o n c lu d e d  th a t  b e lie v e rs  in

C h r is t  s h o u ld  m ak e  th e ir  o w n

c h o ic e  to  b e  b a p tiz e d  a f te r

m ak in g  th e ir  fa i th  c om m it-

m en t. S o , w h e n  h e  a r r iv e d  in

In d ia  o n  h is  w a y  to  B u rm a ,

Ju d so n  a sk e d  a n  E n g lis h  B a p -

t is t  m is s io n a ry  to  b a p tiz e  h im

an d  h is  w ife .

B a c k  h om e , B a p tis ts  to o k  u p

Ju d so n ’s  s u p p o r t  a n d  fo rm ed

th e ir  o w n  m is s io n s  o rg a n iz a -

t io n . T h e y  m e t e v e ry  th re e

y e a rs , a n d  s o  w e re  c a lle d  th e

Triennial Convention.
F o u n d e d  in  1 8 1 4 , th is  w a s  a

fo re ru n n e r  to  th e  S o u th e rn

B ap tis t  C o n v e n tio n . A s  a n  a s -

so c ia t io n , i t  s e t  th e  p a tte rn  o f

B a p tis ts  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  to

s e n d  o u t  m is s io n a r ie s .  

J u d so n  s e rv e d  3 7  y e a rs ,

p re a c h in g  a n d  e s ta b lis h in g

c h u rc h e s  in  B u rm a  (n ow

c a lle d  M y anm a r) . H is  tra n s la -

t io n  o f  th e  B ib le  is  s t i l l  u s e d

th e re  to d a y. H e  re tu rn e d  h om e

to  A m e r ic a  o n ly  o n c e  b e fo re

h is  d e a th  in  1 8 5 0 .

M o s t im p o r ta n t ,  J u d so n  b e -

c am e  in sp ira t io n  fo r  B a p tis ts

fo r  tw o  c e n tu r ie s  n ow , o f  a

m an  o n  a  m is s io n  to  s h a re

C h r is t .  

‘ISSIONAL’ PEOPLE‘’M

the third largest metro area in the US!

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

Works
!CP

Chicago is also one of 32 “Send cities”
where Southern Baptists are focusing
our church planting efforts in North
America.

Chicago is

When you give at church next Sunday, 
every dollar touches the world. 

Through Cooperative Program
giving, we send church planters and

missionaries to share Christ with
people in the city.

– Eric Reed 

Think about it:

1. What do you think of the com-
ment made to William Carey by the
agitated church member?

2. Brainerd…Carey…Judson.
Who is in your line of people inspir-
ing your own “missional” interest? 

3. How is being “missional” in our
everyday lives like and different
from being a missionary?

4. Why work together with other
Baptists to support missionaries? 

million
people

theWorld
from a new angle

See

0010 

More than 2,000 people groups

speak 200 languages.

But only 1 in 10 attend
an evangelical church on
any given Sunday. 

Sears Tower 
Home of the super-tall 

Deep-dish pizza, and

Chicago-style hot dogs
(don’t ask for ketchup).

HUGE!

places and people groups 
in Chicago’s 77 neighbor-
hoods and 200 suburbs

need a Bible-teaching church.

184

Burma
(Myanmar)

(new sponsor name:
Willis Tower), and
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Taking it to  the  s tree ts

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

M a rk e tp la c e  m in is t r ie s  r e a c h

p e o p le  in  th e  s t r e e ts  w h e re  th e y

l iv e .  A c c o rd in g  to  W M U .c om ,

“W h en  J e su s ’ d is c ip le s  f ir s t  h e a rd

th e  A c ts  1 :8  m an d a te  th a t  m a rk e d

o u t th e ir  m is s io n s  f ie ld  a s  re a c h in g

from  th e ir  f ro n t d o o r  to  th e  fa r th e s t

e x p a n s e s  o f  th e  g lo b e ,  th e y  m a y

h av e  se e n  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  im p a c t-

in g  ‘ th e  e n d s  o f  th e  e a r th ’ a s  b e in g

q u ite  rem o te . R e a c h in g  th o s e  th e y

ru b b e d  sh o u ld e rs  w ith  d a ily  in  th e

m a rk e tp la c e  w a s  p ro b a b ly  s e e n  a s

a  fe a s ib le  g o a l .”

E a ch  F eb ru a ry  a  g ro u p  o f  I llin o is

B a p tis t  w om en  b ra v e  th e  C h ic a g o

c o ld  to  d o  m a rk e tp la c e  m in is t r y

o u ts id e  U p to w n  B a p t is t ,  s ta n d in g

a t  a n  in te r s e c t io n  g iv in g  g i f t s  o f

h a ts ,  s c a rv e s ,  g lo v e s  a n d  s o c k s

(p h o to  a b o v e ) .

I n  th is  n e ig h b o rh o o d ,  am o n g

y o u n g  p e o p le ,  p ro f e s s io n a ls ,  a n d

h ig h -r is e  dw e lle rs , a lso  liv e  p e o p le

in  d e sp e ra te  n e e d .

“ I t  re a l ly  ju s t  o p e n s  m y  e y e s  [ to

n e e d s ]  th a t  I  re a d  a b o u t, b u t  d o n ’t

e v e r  s e e  in  m y  e v e ry d a y  l ife ,”  s a id

Nanette Franks o f  D o r r is v i l le

B a p tis t  in  H a r r is b u rg .

In  A u g u s t ,  m a rk e tp la c e  m in is try

m o v e s  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  A c t iv i ty

C e n te r  (C A C )  in  E a s t  S t .  L o u is

w h e re  a  te am  h e lp s  w ith  i ts  a n n u a l

B a c k  to  S c h o o l e v e n t . T h e  C A C  is

a  p la c e  o f  re fu g e  fo r  th e  n e a r ly  7 0 0

k id s  w h o  a t te n d  th e  c e n te r ’s  a f te r-

s c h o o l p ro g ram  o n  a  re g u la r  b a s is .  

Te am  m em b e r s  s o r t  a n d  p r ic e

d o n a te d  c lo th in g  a n d  h o u s e h o ld

item s  to  b e  s o ld  a t  a  “ y a rd  s a le ”  to

r a is e  f u n d s  f o r  th e  c e n te r ’s  m in -

is tr ie s .

“H o p e  is  o f te n  h a rd  to  f in d  in  th e

in n e r  c i ty.  T h e  C A C  b r in g s  th e

h o p e  o f  J e su s  C h r is t  a n d  p ra c tic a l

s o lu t io n s  to  r e a l  l i f e  p ro b lem s  o f

c h ild re n , te e n s , a n d  th e ir  fam ilie s ,”

s a id  Rex Alexander, IB SA’s  C A C
lia is o n .

A  n ew  m a rk e tp la c e  m in is t r y

b e g a n  th is  y e a r  w h e n  I l l in o is

w om e n  s p e n t  tw o  d a y s  a t  a n

A rk an sa s  p r iso n  m in is te r in g  to  a n d

le a rn in g  f ro m  in m a te s  w h o  h a v e

fo u n d  tru e  f re e d om  in  C h r is t .  

Carmen Halsey, IB S A’s  m is -
s io n s  in v o lv em en t d ire c to r, le d  th e

te am . S h e  h o p e s  to  ta k e  m o re

te am s  to  th e  A rk a n s a s  p r is o n  a n d

to  I l l in o is  p r is o n s .  “ P ra y  w ith  m e

fo r  o p e n  d o o r s  to  o u r  w om e n ’s

p r is o n s  in  I l l in o is  to  a l low  S o u th -

e rn  B a p tis t  w om en  to  b e g in  B ib le

s tu d ie s  w ith  th e  inm a te s .”

Location: Edgewater and Elk Grove

Characteristics: There are more than 70,000 immigrants and
students from Sub-Saharan Africa living in this area.

Prayer Needs: Pray for those who have immigrated to Edgewater
and Elk Grove, and also for college students, that they will be
befriended by believers in Christ.

mission illinois

Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

Resources for B-101

COMING SOON

• Leader’s guides for study groups

• Self-guided tutorials on SBC
missions, Baptist beliefs,
distinctives, and the Cooperative 
Program

• The whole 20-part series 
will be available for download in 
time for fall discipleship classes 
and small groups.

Available soon online at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.
B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!


