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W hen  Derrick Baker s ta rted  C hu rch  o f th e  C ro ss

in  M ahom et in  2006 , h e  figu red  h is  n ew  cong rega tion

w as  c lo se  e n o u g h  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  I l l in o is  th a t

th ey  cou ld  h av e  an  im pac t o n  cam pus , and  m aybe  in -

vo lv e  s tud en ts  in  chu rch  p lan tin g  in te rn sh ip s . 

W ha t h e  h adn ’t coun ted  on  w as  an  oppo rtun ity  fo r

m in is try  a t  P a rk lan d  C o lle g e , a  c am pu s  o f  a ro u n d

10 ,000  s tud en ts  le ss  th an  fiv e  m ile s  from  U  o f I , and

ju s t 1 5  m in u te s  f rom  w h e re  C hu rch  o f  th e  C ro ss

m ee ts  o n  S unday s .

B ak e r re cen tly  b ap tiz ed  th e  f irs t P a rk land  s tu d en t

to  com e  to  C h ris t th rough  th e  re la tion sh ip s  h is  chu rch

is  bu ild ing  on  cam pus and  in  a  nearby  apartm en t com -

p lex . W hen  th e  ap a rtm en ts  w e re  u nd e r con s tru c tio n

tw o  y ea rs  ago , B ak e r p a ssed  th em  ev e ry  d ay  o n  h is

w ay  to  w o rk . 

“ I  a lw ay s  th ough t w hen  th ese  th ing s  a re  bu ilt, th is

is  g o ing  to  b e  a  g rea t o ppo rtu n ity  to  w o rk  w ith  s tu -

d en ts ,”  sa id  B ak e r, a  U n iv e rs ity  o f  I llin o is  g radu a te

w ho  te a ch e s  m a th , h um an itie s  a n d  p h ilo so p h y  a t

P a rk land . 

T hey  s ta rted  w ith  a  s im p le  ou treach  e ffo rt: h and ing

ou t P op -Ta rts  to  s tu d en ts  a s  th ey  le ft fo r  c la ss— be-

g inn ing  in  a  co ld e r-th an -u sua l Janua ry. “T he  firs t few

tim es  w e  d id  it, it w as  b e low  ze ro ,”  B ake r sa id . “A nd

I th ink  th ey  th ough t w e  w ere  c razy, b u t w e  d id  it any -

w ay.”

A t th e  b eg inn ing  o f th is  schoo l y ea r, h e  fe lt led  to

pou r m o re  en e rgy  and  re sou rces  in to  th e  m in is try  e f-

fo rt. P a rtn e ring  w ith  ano th e r lo ca l chu rch , C hu rch  o f

th e  C ro ss  h e lp ed  d u r in g  s tu d en t m ov e - in  d ay s , a n d

ho s ted  ev en ts  a t th e  com p lex  a lm o s t ev e ry  n ig h t o f

th e  firs t w eek  o f c la sse s .

T hey  connec ted  w ith  70 -100  s tud en ts , B ake r sa id ,

and  w ere  ab le  to  sh a re  th e  go sp e l w ith  e igh t o r n in e

peop le  du ring  tho se  firs t few  w eeks. S haw n  C am pbell

cam e  to  C h ris t, and  w as  b ap tized  in  a  sw im m ing  poo l

a t th e  hom e  o f a  C hu rch  o f th e  C ro ss  m em ber.

B ake r ’s  cong reg a tio n  isn ’t a  chu rch  o f co lleg e  s tu -

d en ts— it’s  a  m ix  o f p eop le  in  th e ir  2 0 ’s , y oung  fam -

ilie s , a n d  sev e ra l p eo p le  w ho  a re  re tire d  o r

ap p ro ach in g  re tirem en t. “F o r  u s , i t  w a s  a  m a tte r  o f

see in g , n um ber o n e , th a t M ahom e t h a s  a  c lo se  con -

n ec tio n  w ith  P a rk land ,”  th e  p as to r sa id . “S o , if  w e ’re

go ing  to  reach  ou r com m un ity, w e  h ad  to  tak e  P a rk -

land  se riou s ly.”

H is  chu rch  a lso  saw  op en  doo rs  fo r  m in is try. “A s

tho se  doo rs  w ere  op ened , w e  fe lt lik e  w e  cou ldn ’t le t

th o se  th ing s  p ass  u s  by.”

Reaching 10 ,0 0 0  s tudents  next do o r

We serve in … college towns
Pastor Derrick Baker (right) baptizes Parkland College student
Shawn Campbell, who his church met through campus outreach.
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Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

Today’s headlines combined with a spate of apocalyptic books and movies have
stirred a sense of urgency among believers and renewed curiosity about the end
of the world in many others. Our Christian eschatology (the study of last things)
has always urged us to share our faith, because time is limited and Jesus will be
returning soon. But how soon?
In the early 1970s, there was much discussion about the rapture and the end
times. And when the “Left Behind” series was first published in the 1990s, the
anticipation was renewed.
Now with such unrest in the Middle East, there appears new urgency to share
the gospel, before it’s too late. 

A SENSE OF URGENCY                             

– Meredith Flynn
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Read Article 10 of The Bap-
tist Faith & Message (2000),
“Last Things,” at IBSA.org/
B101.  

In  D ecem be r  2 0 1 2 , w h en  th e

M ayan  ca lenda r ended , m any  p eo -

p le  he ld  th e ir b rea th  in  an tic ipa tion

o f doom sday. To  eve ryone’s  re lie f,

th e  e a r th  c o n tin u ed  to  sp in  in  i ts

o rb it!  S till, n ew s h ead lin es  p e rs is t

o n  announc ing  d isa s te rs , fam in es ,

w a rs , p e rse cu tio n , c a ta c ly sm ic

ea rth qu akes , apo ca lyp tic  d ev as ta -

tio n s , econom ic  ca ta s trophes , and

un res tra in ed  im m ora lity. 

H as  th e  w o rld  com e  to  a  re len t-

le ss  w h irl o f ch ao s , con fu s ion , and

h o p e le s sn e ss?  S h o u ld  C h ris tia n s

liv e  in  fea r o f th e  fu tu re?

T he  B ib le  con firm s th a t d read fu l

d ay s  o f  w a rs  an d  rum o rs  o f  w a rs

w ill p reced e  C h ris t’s  re tu rn  (M a tt.

2 4 :6 ). A lthough  re lig io s ity  w ill in -

c rea se , th a t p e rio d  w ill cu lm in a te

in  a  s ta te  o f apostasy  (2  T hess. 2 :1 -

3 ). Ye t, b e fo re  th e  end  com es, th e

go sp e l w ill b e  p reached  to  a ll n a -

tio n s  (M a tt. 2 4 :14 ). In  a  d esp e ra te

a ttem p t to  overcom e G od’s peop le ,

ev il w ill u n leash  its  rag e  by  u s ing

p o lit ic a l a n d  re lig io u s  p ow e rs  (2

T h e ss . 2 :3 -11 ) . T h is  p e r io d  is

k n ow n  a s  th e  G re a t T r ib u la tio n .

B u t G od  w ill p o u r  H is  fu ll w ra th

on  th is  ev il and  v ind ica te  H is  p eo -

p le  (R ev. 6 :10 , 1 6 ).

C h ris t’s  re tu rn  is  th e  p iv o ta l

ev en t th a t w ill u sh e r in  th e  end  o f

h is to ry  (L uke  21 :27 -28 ). T he  tu rn

o f  e v en ts  w ill  b e  sw if t  in  G od ’s

e co n om y  (1  T h e ss . 5 :1 -11 ) . T h e

dead  w ill r ise  f irs t and  Je su s’ tru e

fo llow ers  w ill m ee t H im  in  th e  a ir,

a  “ rap tu re ”  v is ib le  b y  a ll  (1  C o r.

1 5 :5 0 -5 8 ; 1  T h e ss . 4 :1 7 ) . T h ey

w ill re ign  w ith  C h ris t in  an  ag e  o f

p e a c e , ju s tic e , a n d  p e rfe c tio n

k n ow n  a s  th e  M ille n n ium  a t th e

end  o f w h ich  S a tan  w ill b e  bound

fo rev e r (R ev. 2 0 ). G od  w ill b rin g

ev e ry  d eed  in to  a  f in a l ju dgm en t.

S u b seq u en tly, H is  re ig n  w ill  re -

m a in  und is tu rb ed  fo r e te rn ity. 

W hen  w ill th is  tak e  p lace?  

O n ly  G od  know s (M att. 2 4 :36 ),

a lthough  it w ill no t take  th e  be liev -

e rs  b y  su rp rise  if  th ey  unde rs tand

th e  s ig n s . W ho  w ill  b e  a b le  to

s ta n d  u p  a t  G od ’s  g ran d  f in a le ?

N o t a ll p eop le  w ho  c la im  to  b e  fo l-

low ers o f C h ris t w ill en joy  e te rn ity

w ith  G od , o n ly  th o se  w ho  m a in -

ta ined  and  lived  the  fa ith  to  the  end

(1  John  2 :28 ). T ho se  w ho  re fu sed

th e  K in g ’s  in v ita tio n , a c c ep ted  it

h a lf -h e a r te d ly, o r  d id  n o t b e a r

fru its  w ill sp end  e te rn ity  sep a ra ted

from  G od  in  a  con sc iou s  p lace  o f

to rm en t (R ev. 2 0 :11 -15 ). 

H ow  w ill  a ll  o f  th is  ta k e  p la c e

and  how  long  w ill e ach  ev en t la s t?

S cho la rs  d o  no t ag ree . 

F o r ex am p le , th ey  v iew  th e  M il-

lenn ium  e ith e r a s  a  sym bo lic  o r a

lite ra l 1 ,000  y ea rs  o f C h ris t’s  re ign

on  ea rth . I t cou ld  rep re sen t: 

a . C h r is t’s  m in is try  o n  e a r th

th rough  H is  C hu rch  from  th e  tim e

o f  th e  c ru c if ix io n  to  H is  re tu rn

(am illenn ia l v iew ), 

b . A  tim e  b e fo re  C h ris t’s  re tu rn

a fte r  th e  C hu rch  ch ris tian iz e s  th e

w ho le  w o rld  and  estab lishes  G od ’s

K ingdom  on  ea rth  (po s tm illenn ia l

v iew ), o r

c . A  tim e  w hen  C h ris t w ill re ign

on  ea rth  w ith  H is  C hu rch  p rio r to

G od ’s  f in a l ju d gm en t (p rem illen -

n ia l v iew ). 

In s tead  o f sp ecu la tin g  and  a rgu -

in g  ab o u t w h a t e x a c t e v en ts  w ill

tak e  p lace , C h ris tian s  shou ld  p re -

p a re  fo r th e  com ing  o f th e  L o rd  in

se rv ice , b ro th e rly  lo v e , and  rig h t-

eou sn ess . W hen  G od  w ill end  h is -

to ry, H e  w ill  e ith e r  re g en e ra te  o r

renova te  H is  c rea tio n  to  a  s ta te  o f

p e rfec tio n  (R ev. 2 1 :1 -5 ). T he  L as t

T h ing s  do  no t re fe r to  th e  ann ih i-

la tio n  o f a ll ex is ten ce  bu t th e  end

o f a  c rea tio n  m arred  by  s in  (R om .

8 :1 8 -1 5 ) . C h r is tia n s  u n d e rs ta n d

th e  n e ce ss ity  o f  su ch  m a tte rs :  a l-

th ough  th ey  a re  a  n ew  c rea tio n  in

C h ris t ,  p a r ta k e rs  o f  th e  n ew

covenan t by  th e  pow er o f th e  H o ly

S p irit, th ey  s till s tru gg le  w ith  th e ir

s in fu l n a tu re . T h ey  lo n g  fo r  th e

g lo r if ic a tio n  (R om . 8 :3 0 ; P h il .

3 :2 0 ) th a t is  p rom ised  a t th e  con -

sum m ation  o f a ll th ing s  w hen  G od

w ill  e rad ic a te  s in  a n d  ev il  (R ev.

2 2 :1 -5 ) . T h e re fo re  th ey  c an  lo o k

fo rw ard  to  th is  d ay  w ith  se rene  ex -

p ec ta tio n .

Dr. Sylvie T. Raquel is Associate
Professor of New Testament at
Trinity International University.

the Last ThingsWHATWE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

Do you see signs of apostasy with an increase of religiosity in the
world? If yes, where and in what form?

Since the rapture described in Thessalonians is not mentioned in
the book of Revelation, scholars place it either at the beginning,
the middle, or the end of the Great Tribulation. What are the
strengths and weaknesses of each view?

Go to www.persecution.org and study specific cases of Christian
persecutions. Go to the prayer map (under “About VOM”) and in-
vestigate restricted nations. How does that information affect you
as a missional Christian? Are you discouraged or encouraged?

CONSIDER THIS                        

1

2

3

For personal study or group discussion
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I  rem em be r  th e  sch o o l a s -

sem b ly  w h e re  e lem en ta ry

sch o o l g ir ls , d re s sed  in  c r isp

b row n  an d  g re en

d re sse s , e x to lle d  th e

v ir tu e s  o f  th e  c iv ic

o rg an iz a tio n  th ey

sa id  w e  shou ld  a ll

jo in .

I  w en t h om e

and  to ld  m y  m om

th is  w a s  fo r  m e—

they  h ad  uniforms.
“We  don ’t h av e  tim e

fo r  sco u ts ,”  sh e  sa id .

“We’re  G A’s .”  

I t  w a s  p ro b ab ly  a  W edn e s -

d ay, and  w e  w ere  p robab ly  a l-

re ad y  o n  o u r  w ay  to  c h u rch .

F irs t  fo r  d in n e r  in  th e  fe llow -

sh ip  h a ll ,  fo llow ed  b y  ch il-

d ren ’s  c h o ir, a n d  th en , th e

c ap s to n e : 4 5  m in u te s  o f  m is -

s io n s  e d u ca tio n  k n ow n  a s

G A’s , o r G irls  in  A c tion . 

I  w a s  a  G A  th ro u g h  s ix th

g rad e , w hen  I  g radua ted  to  th e

A c te en s  g ro u p  th a t m e t d ow n

th e  h a ll .  O n  an o th e r  f lo o r  o f

ou r chu rch , e lem en ta ry  schoo l

b o y s  w en t to  th e ir  R A’s  c la s s

(sho rt fo r R oya l A m bassado rs)

u n til  th ey  w e re  re ad y  to  b e

C ha llenge rs . 

T h e  g ro u p  n am es  h av e

ch an g ed  o v e r  th e  y e a rs , a n d

som e  chu rch es  h av e  in teg ra ted

m iss io n s  e d u ca tio n  in to  th e ir

o v e ra ll  c h ild ren ’s  c u rr ic u lum .

T h e  p rev a len c e  o f  G A’s ,

A c teen s  and  th e  re s t h as  w aned

in  som e  ch u rch e s . S til l ,  m is -

s ion s  educa tio n  rem a in s  a  h a ll-

m ark  o f m any  S ou thern  B ap tis t 

cong reg a tio n s .

T h o se  W edn e sd ay  ev en in g

se ss io n s  w e re , fo r  m e , a  w in -

dow  to  w o rld s  I  h ad  no  w ay  o f

se e in g  o r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  f rom

ou r subu rb an  n e ighbo rhood . In

G A’s , w e  le a rn ed  ab o u t re a l

m iss io n a rie s : w h a t th ey  re a lly

a te , w o re , d ro v e , a n d  d id  a ll

d ay. We  lea rn ed  abou t h ow  th e

h ea rt o f  m iss io n s  is  p ro c la im -

in g  th e  g o sp e l, a n d  w e  ev en

took  sm all s tep s  in  lea rn ing

h ow  to  sh a re  o u r  m o s tly  n ew

tes tim on ie s  o f com ing  to  fa ith  

in  C h ris t.

A nd  w e  h ad  u n ifo rm s

too— so rt o f . A t th e

en d  o f  e a ch  y e a r

o f  G A’s , w e  re -

c e iv ed  a  b ad g e

s ig n ify in g  w e ’d

com p le ted  th e

“ s tep s”  a s so c i-

a te d  w ith  o u r

g rad e  lev e l. T h o se

s tep s  w ere  w here  th e

re a l le a rn in g  h ap p en ed :

W e  s tu d ied  P au l’s  m is s io n a ry

jo u rn ey s , w ro te  le tte rs  to

“M K ’s ,”  a n d  ex p lo red  h an d s -

o n  m iss io n s  p ro je c ts  in  o u r

ow n  c ity.

M y  b e s t f r ie n d  f rom  th ird

g rad e  w a s  r ig h t th e re  n ex t to

m e  m o s t W edn e sd ay  n ig h ts .

S he  and  her hu sband  now  serve

a s  in te rn a tio n a l m is s io n a r ie s .

A no ther friend  in  ou r c lass  is  in

fu ll- t im e  m in is try. A  g ir l  tw o

yea rs  ah ead  o f u s  se rv es  in  th e

lo ca l chu rch  w here  w e  a ll g rew

up .

G od  u sed  th o se  W edn e sd ay

n igh ts  to  ca ll ch ild ren  in to  m in -

is try— fu ll- t im e , p a r t- t im e ,

sh o r t- te rm  an d  to  th e  e n d s  o f

th e  ea rth . H e  cou ld  h av e  done

it if  w e ’d  b een  in  Aw ana , o r in

a  sm a ll g roup  du ring  th e  w eek ,

o r a t a  d ay  o f h and s-on  m iss ion

p ro jec ts . It ju st so  h appened  w e

w e re  in  a  c la s s ro om  o n  th e

th ird  f lo o r, m is s in g  th e  lo c a l

sco u ts  m ee tin g , b u t g a in in g  a

w ho le  lo t m o re .

Giving kids a wider worldview

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

Think about it:

1. Think back to your childhood:
How did you learn best? Classroom
experiences, hands-on projects, or
something else?

2. How can your church use those
different methods to communicate
the importance of living on mission
to kids in the congregation?

The 4-14 window
Church leaders have
identified a critical
age range when
people are most
open to spiritual
things.

Through the Cooperative Program,
when you give on Sunday, you support
outreach to kids in Illinois and their
families.

After 21

1 in 4

CP

Barna found most Christians

came to faith before adulthood:

The researcher also has studied 
the relationship between young
people and the church:

of Millennials (born in the early 1980s)
say going to church is important,  but 

WORKS

– Meredith Flynn

people in the world 

15.

Sources: Barna Research, 2004 and 2013

20%

It’s not personally relevant.

They find God elsewhere.

They can teach themselves

what they need to know.

Before

age 13

13-17

18-21

30%
say it isn’t important at all. 
The top three reasons for
not attending:

is under

the age of

43%
23%

13%

21%
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In tro ducing teens  to  Chris t

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

I t’s  a  ra re  e v en t th a t c om b in e s

h ip -hop , im p rov  com edy, w o rsh ip

m u s ic , a n  i l lu s io n is t ,  a n d  th e

g o sp e l. B u t th a t v a r ie d  lin e -u p  is

w h a t s tu d en ts  f in d  in  S p r in g f ie ld

du ring  You th  E ncoun te r, an  annua l

s tu d en t e v an g e lism  co n fe ren ce

ho sted  by  th e  Illin o is  B ap tis t S ta te

A sso c ia tio n .

T h e  s la te  o f  e n te r ta in e rs  o ffe rs

som e th in g  fo r  e v e ry o n e , a n d  a

g u e s t sp e ak e r— u su a lly  a  n a tio n -

a lly  know n  evange lis t— comm un i-

c a te s  th e  g o o d  n ew s  o f  Je su s

sev e ra l tim es  th ro ughou t th e  tw o -

d ay  con fe ren ce .

Am id  th e  thum p ing  m usic , s ligh t

o f h and , and  funny  sk e tch es , ev an -

g e lism  is  th e  fo cu s  o f  You th  E n -

co u n te r, s a id  IB SA’s  T im  S ad le r.

T h ir ty - tw o  p eo p le  c am e  to  k n ow

C hris t a t th e  m ost recen t You th  E n -

co u n te r, w h ich  u su a lly  b r in g s

a round  1 ,000  s tud en ts  and  lead e rs

to  S p ring fie ld . 

S ad ler and  the  team  tha t he lp s o r-

gan ize  th e  con ference  is  g earing  up

fo r b ig  ch anges  in  2015 . You th  E n -

co u n te r— trad itio n a lly  h e ld  th e

w eek en d  fo llow in g  C h ris tm a s—

w ill exp and  and  m ove  to  th e  S un -

day  and  M onday  o f C o lum bus D ay

w eekend .

“We’re  no t d o ing  on e  You th  E n -

coun ter,”  S ad ler sa id . “We’re  do ing

th re e  You th  E n coun te rs .”  L ead e r-

sh ip  team s in  th e  sou th e rn , cen tra l

and  C h icago land  reg ion s w ill w o rk

w ith  S ad le r  to  o rg an iz e  th re e

ev en ts  ta ilo red  to  th e  s tu d en ts  in

tho se  a reas . T he  s im u ltaneou s con -

fe ren ces  w ill h av e  th e ir  ow n  en te r-

ta in e rs , w o rsh ip  leaders  and  sp eak -

e rs . T h e  g o a l is  to  c re a te  You th

E n co un te rs  th a t a re  “ s tra teg ic a lly

focused  on  reach ing  teen s in  d iffe r-

en t p a rts  o f th e  s ta te ,”  S ad le r sa id .

“T h re e  lo c a tio n s , o n e  d a te , o n e

con tinu ed  v is ion , and  th a t is  to  see

s tud en ts  com e  to  know  C h ris t.”

The 2014 Youth Encounter will
be held at the Prairie Capital
Convention Center in Springfield,
Dec. 29-30. Go to www.IBSA.org/
students to register.

Location: Chicago’s South Loop

Focus: New residents in the area

Characteristics: The up-and-coming feel of this neighborhood
is evidenced by the expansion of hotels and condos.

Pray: For planters to start new churches in the South Loop.

mission illinois
Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

What are you doing on
Wednesday nights?

This is the 12th in our 20-part
series. That means more than half
the essays on The Baptist Faith &
Message are ready for use in a new
members class, small group, or doc-
trine study. Look online and down-
load the set. We’ve bundled them for
easy printing and distribution. 
By the way: If you need copies
of The BF&M (2000), they can be
downloaded too, or IBSA will provide
them for your new study group.
LisaSergent@IBSA.org 

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.
B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!

Tim Sadler teaches a Youth Encounter
breakout session on sharing your faith.


