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A t a  ty p ic a l B ib le  s tu d y  in

Illin o is , sa id  Rusty Ford, y o u

g e t ex c ited  if  y o u  h av e  th e  o p -

p o r tu n ity  to  sh a re  th e  g o sp e l

w ith  one p e rso n  w h o  d o e sn ’t

y e t k n o w  C h ris t.

In  S p a in , th e  au d ien ce  is  d if-

fe re n t. F o rd , a n  In te rn a tio n a l

M iss io n  B o a rd  m is s io n a ry,

sa id  a t a  B ib le  s tu d y  m e e tin g

in  S ev ille , th e  g ro u p  in c lu d ed

a th e is ts , p e o p le  f ro m  a

C a th o lic  b a c k g ro u n d , tw o

w o m en  in  a  sam e-sex  re la tio n -

sh ip , an d  a  m an  w h o  h ad  ju s t

th e  w e e k  b e fo re  c o m m itte d

ad u lte ry.

“ H o w  in  th e  w o rld  d o  y o u

g e t a  g ro u p  lik e  th a t to  s tu d y

th e  B ib le?”  F o rd  a sk ed .

“ I d o n ’t. G o d  d o es .”

F o rd  w a s  a s so c ia te  p a s to r  o f  P o n to o n  B a p tis t

C h u rch  in  G ran ite  C ity  b e fo re  h e  an d  h is  fam ily  re lo -

c a te d  to  S p a in . T h e  F o rd s  se rv e  in  a  c o u n try  w h e re

le ss  th an  o n e  p e rcen t o f p eo p le  a re  ev an g e lica l C h ris -

tian s, an d  th ere  a re  9 ,0 0 0  c ities  w ith o u t an  ev an g e lica l

ch u rch . 

T h a t p ic tu re  is  re flec ted  ac ro ss  E u ro p e , w h e re  re li-

g io n  is  a  h is to rica l co rn e rs to n e , b u t a  v e ry  sm a ll p e r-

cen tag e  o f th e  p o p u la tio n  h as  a  p e rso n a l re la tio n sh ip

w ith  C h ris t .  T h e  IM B  e s tim a te s  n e a r ly  9 9 %  o f  th e

p o p u la tio n  in  E u ro p e  d o es  n o t k n o w  H im . 

A  fe w  y e a rs  a g o , E u ro p e ’s  sp ir itu a l p lig h t c a u g h t

th e  a tten tio n  o f an  Illin o is  co u p le

w ho  v isited  Ita ly  on  the ir w edd ing

a n n iv e rsa ry. C h a r le s  a n d  C a n d i

C am p b e ll a ssem b le  a  sm a ll g ro u p

ev e ry  m o n th  to  p ray  fo r th e  co u n -

try  an d  lea rn  ab o u t h o w  th ey  can

se rv e  th e  m iss io n a rie s  th e re . I ta ly

“o b v io u sly  h as  a  rich  an d  lo n g  re -

lig io u s  tra d itio n ,”  b lo g g e d

C h arle s , an  IB S A  ch u rch  p lan tin g

d ire c to r  a n d  m e m b e r  o f  D e lta

C h u rch  in  S p rin g fie ld , “b u t so m e-

w h ere  a lo n g  th e  w ay  th a t rich  h er-

ita g e  h a s  tu rn e d  in to  so m e th in g

th a t lo o k s  v e ry  d iffe re n t f ro m

w h a t is  in  th e  B ib le .”

A t b est, re lig io n  “ is  s im p ly  p a rt

o f  th e ir  c u ltu re  a n d  th e  a v e ra g e

I ta lia n  d o e sn ’t  h a v e  a n  u n d e r-

s ta n d in g  o f  w h a t a  re la tio n sh ip

w ith  Je su s  C h ris t  lo o k s  l ik e .

K n o w in g  th is  h as  b u rd en ed  o u r h ea rts  fo r th e  p eo p le

o f th is  b eau tifu l lan d .”

G o d  is  a t w o rk  in  E u ro p e , F o rd  to ld  a  recen t g a th-

e rin g  o f I llin o is  B ap tis ts  w h ile  a t h o m e  o n  s ta te s id e

ass ig n m en t. T h e  w eek  h e  a rriv ed  in  S p a in , h e  m e t a

co u p le  w h o  w o u ld  b eco m e v ery  c lo se  w ith  h is  fam ily.

O n e  y ea r la te r, th e  co u p le  cam e  to  k n o w  C h ris t. Tw o

y ea rs  la te r, th ey ’re  n o w  w o rsh ip  lead e rs .

“G od  is  fa ith fu l to  g ive  u s best friends in  a  new  area ,

to  sa v e  th e m , a n d  to  c a ll  th e m  in to  m in is try,”  F o rd

sa id .

“W e  se rv e  a  g o o d  G o d , d o  w e  n o t?”

Miss io naries  see  Go d w o rk am o ng unchurched

We serve in … Europe
Rusty and Jennifer Ford (with their children Levi,
Hudson and Scarlett) are working to
establish a new church in a Spanish city that has
no evangelical congregation.
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Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

“It’s time for the offering,” the pastor of a church in Pittsburgh told the
congregation, and they jumped to their feet and began applauding and
cheering. “We don’t give until it hurts,” he explained later, “we give until it
feels good.”

The pep rally atmosphere as the offering buckets were passed would
attest that’s true. In that church, the pastor made much of Paul’s admonition
to the Corinthians to give “cheerfully.” The word comes from the same root
as our English word “hilarious.” Laughter as a response to giving stands
in stark contrast to the faces in most services as the plate goes by.

And consider the tithe, 10% of one’s income, compared to the actual
church offerings by American evangelicals of 3% of their income. 

Southern Baptists still talk about the tithe, but is it just talk? 

WHEN GIVING BECOMES LAUGHABLE                                              
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Read Article 13 of The Bap-
tist Faith & Message (2000),
“Stewardship,” at
IBSA.org/B101.  

A s n ew ly w ed s , m y  w ife , C an d i,

an d  I  d id n ’t rea lly  d iscu ss  w h e th e r

w e  w o u ld  g iv e  a  p o r tio n  o f  o u r

c o m b in e d  in c o m e  a s  a  t i th e . W e

w ere  a lread y  d o in g  it. B o th  fo rtu -

n a te  to  h av e  b een  ra ised  b y  C h ris -

tian  p a ren ts , it w as  ju s t so m e th in g

w e  d id . A n d , w h e n  y o u ’re  y o u n g

an d  p o o r, 1 0 %  isn ’t m u ch .

F o r  u s , a  m a tu re  u n d e rs ta n d in g

o f  s te w a rd sh ip  p ro b a b ly  d id n ’t

c o m e  u n til  la te r, w h e n  w e  re a lly

b e g a n  to  h a v e  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r-

s ta n d in g  a n d  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th e

g o sp e l. B e in g  g o o d  s te w a rd s  o f

o u r  re so u rc e s— a n d  n o t ju s t  o u r

m o n e y — b e c a m e  a n  o v e rf lo w  o f

o u r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  Je su s  a n d

w h a t h e ’s  d o n e  fo r u s .

“ G o d  is  th e  so u rc e  o f  a ll b le ss -

in g s , te m p o ra l a n d  sp ir i tu a l;  a ll

th a t w e  h a v e  a n d  a re  w e  o w e  to

H im ,”  The Baptist Faith & Mes-
sage te lls  u s . T h e  A p o stle  P au l p u t

it th is  w ay  in  P h ilip p ian s  4 : 

“ I  k n o w  b o th  h o w  to  h av e  a  lit-

tle , an d  I  k n o w  h o w  to  h av e  a  lo t.

In  an y  an d  a ll c ircu m stan ces I h av e

le a rn e d  th e  se c re t o f  b e in g  c o n -

ten t— w h e th e r w e ll fed  o r h u n g ry,

w h e th e r in  ab u n d an ce  o r in  n eed . I

a m  a b le  to  d o  a ll  th in g s  th ro u g h

H im  w h o  s tre n g th e n s  m e ”  (P h il .

4 :1 2 -1 3 , H C S B ).

F o r P au l, h is  trea su re  w as  Je su s .

H e  tru s ted  G o d ’s  p ro v is io n  fo r h is

n eed s— an d  h is  so u l. W h en  w e  re -

a lize  w h o  G o d  is , w h o  w e  a re , an d

h o w  g rac io u s  H e’s  b een  to  u s , th e

o u tco m e  is  th a t w e’ll w an t to  g iv e

o u t o f th e  o v erflo w  o f o u r re la tio n -

sh ip  w ith  H im . 

B u t so  m a n y  tim e s , w e  d o n ’t

g iv e  b e c a u se  w e ’re  a fra id . T h a t

G o d  w o n ’t p ro v id e , o r w o n ’t p ro -

v id e  lik e  w e  w an t H im  to . 

A t o n e  p o in t in  o u r fam ily ’s  life

w h e n  I  w a s  se rv in g  a t  a  c h u rc h

h e re  in  I l l in o is , w e  o n ly  h a d  o n e

ca r. I t w as  a ll w e  co u ld  a ffo rd , an d

w e  d e c id e d  w e  d id n ’t w a n t to  g o

in to  d eb t to  p ay  fo r a  seco n d  o n e .

B u t m an y  tim es , I  n eed ed  th a t sec -

o n d  car to  d o  a  ch u rch -re la ted  task .

T h e  c h u rc h  h a d  a  1 5 -p a sse n g e r

v an  s ittin g  in  th e  p a rk in g  lo t, an d

o u r p as to r su g g es ted  I  u se  it w h en

I n eed ed  it.

I t  m a y  n o t h a v e  b e e n  m y  id e a l

w ay  fo r G o d  to  p ro v id e . H e  d id n ’t

d ro p  a  n ew  ca r in  o u r lap s , o r g iv e

u s  an  ex tra  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 . B u t H e  g av e

u s  w h a t w e  n eed ed  to  g e t u s  b y  in

th a t m o m en t.

“ A n d  m y  G o d  w ill  su p p ly  a ll

y o u r n eed s  acco rd in g  to  H is  rich es

in  g lo ry  in  C h ris t Jesu s ,”  P au l co n -

tin u es  in  h is  le tte r  to  th e  P h ilip p i-

an s .

S tew ard sh ip  w o u ld  b e  ch a llen g -

in g  e n o u g h  if  i t  w e re  o n ly  a b o u t

m o n ey. B u t S c rip tu re  is  c lea r th a t

th a t’s  n o t th e  o n ly  c a ll  to  w ise ly

m an ag e  o u r re so u rces . 

“ T h e re fo re , b ro th e rs , b y  th e

m erc ies  o f G o d , I u rg e  y o u  to  p res-

e n t y o u r  b o d ie s  a s  a  l iv in g  sa c r i-

fice , h o ly  an d  p leasin g  to  G o d ; th is

is  you r sp iritua l w orsh ip”  (R om ans

1 2 :1 , H C S B ).

A s  w e  ap p ro ach  o u r 5 0 ’s , g o o d

stew ard sh ip  fo r m y  w ife  an d  m e  is

e v e n  m o re  a b o u t t im e  th a n  it  is

m o n e y. P e rh a p s  y o u ’re  th e re  to o .

W e  d o n ’t h a v e  th e  sa m e  e n e rg y

le v e l w e  u se d  to  h a v e . B u t th e

sam e  tru th  th a t su sta in ed  u s  d u rin g

th o se  s in g le -c a r  y e a rs  su s ta in s  u s

n o w  th ro u g h  a  d iffe re n t k in d  o f

stew ard sh ip  ch a llen g e: If o u r fo u n -

d a tio n  is  in  Je su s , it’s  a  w e llsp rin g

th a t w ill n ev er ru n  d ry. W e can ’t b e

a fra id  to  g iv e  a w a y  o u r  tim e , e n -

e rg y  an d  ta len ts  in  w ay s  th a t a lig n

w ith  S c rip tu re .

T h e re  m a y  b e  w e e k s  w h e re  w e

say, “O K , G o d , I’m  u p  to  h e re . B u t

y o u ’v e  o p en ed  u p  a  d o o r o f o p p o r-

tu n ity. F o r  th a t to  h a p p e n , I  n e e d

y o u  to  su s ta in  m e  b e c a u se  I’m  a t

cap ac ity. I’m  tap p ed  o u t.”

T h e n , w e  g o  fo rw a rd , tru s tin g

G o d  to  su s ta in  u s . A n d  if  (a n d

w h en ) w e  fa il, w e  rep en t an d  co n -

fe ss  an d  rece iv e  G o d ’s  g race  to  b e

resto red  an d  k eep  m o v in g  fo rw ard .

I t  c o m e s  d o w n  to  u s  h a v in g  a

rig h t u n d erstan d in g  o f w h o  G o d  is ,

w h o  w e  a re , a n d  th a t G o d  h a s

ca lled  u s  to  liv e  a s  g en e ro u s  p eo -

p le . A n d  w e  can  o n ly  d o  th a t w h en

w e  tru ly  u n d e rs tan d  th a t h e ’s  so v -

e re ig n , in  co n tro l o f o u r liv e s , an d ,

a s  b e liev e rs , H e  is  fo r u s .

Charles Campbell is IBSA’s di-
rector of church planting in south-
ern Illinois.

StewardshipWHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

We often mean money when we talk about
stewardship. What other things does the Bible 
call us to manage well? 

In what area is it most difficult for you to practice
good stewardship? What makes it challenging?

Think of a time when God has provided finances,
energy, time, or something else in a way that you 
didn’t expect. How does His provision then—and at
other times—spur you toward better stewardship?

CONSIDER THIS                        

1

2

3

For personal study or group discussion
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I t  w a sn ’t  th e  b u z z ie s t  is su e

o n  th e  d o c k e t fo r  th e  1 9 2 5

S o u th e rn  B a p tis t  C o n v e n tio n .

B u t th e  C o o p e ra tiv e  P ro g ra m ,

f irs t v o te d  o n  a t th e  M e m p h is

m e e tin g , h a s  s to o d  th e  te s t  o f

tim e , d e sp ite  a n  in a u sp ic io u s

b eg in n in g .

T h e re  w e re  o th e r, m o re

p re s s in g  is su e s  jo c k e y in g  fo r

a tte n tio n  in  1 9 2 5 , w rite s  jo u r-

n a lis t To d d  S ta rn e s , in c lu d in g

w h a t B a p tis ts  w o u ld  d o  a b o u t

th e  th eo ry  o f ev o lu tio n , an d  th e

p resen ta tio n  o f th e  firs t d ra ft o f

The Baptist Faith & Message.
“ T h e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  C o o p-

e ra tiv e  P ro g ra m  c a m e  o n  th e

a fte rn o o n  o f M ay  1 3  an d  it d id -

n ’t  g e n e ra te  m u c h  d e b a te ,”

S ta rn es w ro te  in  Ju n e  2 0 0 0  ed i-

tio n  o f SBC Life. “A t th e  tim e ,

it  w a s  c a lle d  th e  F u tu re  P ro -

g ra m  C o m m iss io n  a n d  its  re -

p o r t  w a s  d e liv e re d  b y  th e

ch a irm an , M .E . D o d d . M an y  in

th e  a u d ito r iu m  c o n s id e re d  th e

p re se n ta tio n  a  m a g n if ic e n t

co m m ittee  acco m p lish m en t.”

T h e  e x c ite m e n t c o u ld  w e ll

h a v e  b e e n  re lie f :  H e re  w a s  a

n ew  p lan  to  u n ite  B ap tis ts , fo l-

lo w in g  th e  “ 7 5  M illio n  C a m -

p a ig n ”  o f  1 9 1 9 . B a p tis ts

p led g ed  m o re  th an  $ 9 2  m illio n

in  th e  cam p a ig n  m ean t to  cap i-

ta lize  o n  “ th e  sp irit o f u n ity  an d

sa c r if ic e  m a n ife s te d  d u r in g

W o rld  W a r  O n e ,”  S ta rn e s

n o te d . B u t o n ly  $ 5 8 .6  m illio n

w as  ev e r co llec ted .

D e sp ite  th e  sh o r tfa ll ,  th e

a m o u n t g iv e n  d u r in g  th e  7 5

M illio n  C am p aig n  w as s till 8 0 -

9 0 %  m o re  th a n  B a p tis ts  h a d

g iv en  in  th e  firs t 7 4  y ears  o f th e

C o n v en tio n ’s  h is to ry. T h e  S B C

fe ll  in to  d e b t a f te r  th e  fa ile d

cam p a ig n , b u t, em b o ld en ed  b y

th e  ea rlie r  e ffo rt, th ey  p re ssed

fo rw ard  to  c rea te  a  n ew  p lan . 

“ T h e y  h a d  re a so n  to  d o  so

w ith  o p tim ism ,”  w ro te  IB S A

E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  N a te

A d a m s  in  a n o th e r  a r tic le  fo r

SBC Life. “T h e  u n p reced en ted  

c o o p e ra tiv e  g iv in g  f ro m

1 9 1 9  to  1 9 2 4  h a d  ra ise d  th e

s ig h ts  o f  S o u th e rn  B a p tis ts ,

g iv in g  th e m  a  v is io n  o f  w h a t

au to n o m o u s ch u rch es  co u ld  d o

to g e th er fo r th e  cau se  o f C h ris t. 

“ T h e y  h a d  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e

sp ir itu a l b le s s in g  th a t s a c r if i-

c ia l  g iv in g  b r in g s  a n d  d e v e l-

o p e d  a  p a tte rn  fo r  o n g o in g

co o p e ra tio n .”

To d a y, c h u rc h e s  th a t g iv e

th ro u g h  th e  C o o p e ra tiv e  P ro -

g ram  su p p o rt th e  w o rk  o f m o re

th a n  4 ,8 0 0  in te rn a tio n a l m is -

s io n a rie s , p lu s  2 ,3 0 0  m iss io n -

a r ie s  a n d  c h u rc h  p la n te rs  in

N o rth  A m e ric a . T h ro u g h  th e

N o rth  A m e ric a n  M iss io n

B o a rd , 1 ,2 5 0  s tu d en t m iss io n -

a r ie s  a lso  a re  sh a r in g  th e

g o sp e l w ith  p e o p le  w h o  d o n ’t

k n o w  C h ris t.

C P  a lso  h e lp s  tra in  th e  n e x t

g e n e ra tio n  o f  p a s to rs , c h il-

d ren ’s  lead e rs , y o u th  m in is te rs ,

a n d  w o m e n ’s  m in is try  d ire c -

to rs . M o re  th an  1 6 ,0 0 0  lead e rs

a re  p re p a r in g  fo r  m in is try  a t

th e  S B C ’s  s ix  se m in a rie s , a n d

th e  C o o p e ra tiv e  P ro g ra m  a l-

lo w s th em  to  ea rn  th e ir  d eg ree

a t a  lo w er co s t th an  a t o th e r d i-

v in ity  sch o o ls .

F o r  th e  c u rre n t f is c a l y e a r,

$ 1 8 8  m illio n  is  p la n n e d

th ro u g h  th e  C P  A llo c a tio n

B u d g e t to  su p p o r t a ll  th o se

m in is tr ie s  a n d  m o re . N o t b a d

fo r a  P lan  B .

The Cooperative Program

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

Think about it:

1. Do you associate tension with
cooperation? What are some of
the benefits, and some of the chal-
lenges, of working with others?

2. Along with missions giving, what
are some of the ways your church
has cooperated with other
churches in your area? What has
resulted from those partnerships?

3.Most SBC churches give a per-
centage of their undesignated re-
ceipts to missions through the
Cooperative Program. What is
your church’s CP percentage? 

Southern Baptists
gave more than

$186

Start new churches in 
places they’re needed

of Illinois churches’ CP
gifts stay in state to:

56.75% 

– Meredith Flynn

A Plan
with a

Ripple Effect

through the Cooperative
Program in 2013-14.million

That money goes to support 
missions and ministry in Illinois,
North America, and
around the world.

322

Slightly
more than half
funds missionaries’
work overseas.

1,000
IBSA churches

Facilitate missions opportunities
here, and to the

Provide training for nearly

ends of   
the earth

CP WORKS

still
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Fo undatio n  he lps  Baptis ts  inves t in  the  future

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

W h e n  D e n n is  N o rto n ’s  c h u rc h

n e e d e d  a  lo a n  to  m a k e  m u c h -

n e e d e d  u p d a te s  to  th e ir  b u ild in g ,

h e  tu rn ed  to  th e  B ap tis t F o u n d a tio n

o f Illin o is , in s tead  o f a  lo ca l b an k .

T h ro u g h  B F I’s  b o n d  p ro g ram , F irst

B ap tis t C h u rch  in  G ib so n  C ity  w as

ab le  to  q u ick ly  fu n d  th e  im p ro v e -

m e n ts . In  fa c t, th e  c h u rc h ’s  n e w

p ark in g  lo t w as  p o u red  ju s t in  tim e

fo r w in te r w ea th e r.

“ P e o p le  c a n  b e  m is s io n a l

th ro u g h  th e  B a p tis t  F o u n d a tio n ,

p u rc h a s in g  th e se  b o n d s ,”  N o rto n

sa id . “ A n d  ra th e r  th a n  g iv in g  m y

in te re s t m o n ey  to  a  secu la r en tity, I

w a n te d  it  to  s ta y  fo c u se d  o n  th e

K in g d o m  p u rp o se .”

M an y  B ap tis t s ta te  co n v en tio n s ,

lik e  IB S A , h av e  a  F o u n d a tio n  th a t

d o es ju st th a t— h elp in g  p eo p le  s tay

fo c u se d  o n  h o w  G o d  w o u ld  h a v e

th em  stew ard  th e ir reso u rces. B F I’s

b o n d  p ro g ra m , w h ic h  s ta r te d  in

2 0 1 3 , is  “ B a p tis ts  h e lp in g  B a p -

tis ts”  b u ild  n e w  c h u rc h  b u ild in g s

o r m ak e  su b s tan tia l im p ro v em en ts

o n  ex is tin g  fac ilitie s , sa id  B F I E x -

ecu tiv e  D irec to r Doug Morrow.

T h e  b o n d  p ro g ra m  is  o n ly  o n e

w ay  B F I en co u rag es  b ib lica l m an -

a g e m e n t o f  re so u rc e s . In  h is  ro le ,

M o rro w  sp eak s  in  ch u rch es  ac ro ss

th e  s ta te  a b o u t p r in c ip le s  o f  w h a t

h e  ca lls  “ life  s tew ard sh ip .”

“ If  w e’re  g o in g  to  b e  co n sis ten t

a s  C h ris tian s , an d  h av e  a  C h ris tian

w orldv iew, w e’ve  go t to  have  som e

e th ic a l c o n s is te n c y  b e tw e e n  w h a t

w e  d o  in  o u r life tim e , an d  w h a t w e

d o  a fte r  d ea th ,”  M o rro w  h as  sa id .

T h ro u g h  a  to o l c a lle d  th e  L ife

S tew ard sh ip  N av ig a to r, h e  en co u r-

a g e s  B a p tis ts  in  I l l in o is  to w a rd

C h ris tia n  e s ta te  p la n n in g , so  th a t

th ey ’re  p lan n in g  fo r g o o d  s tew ard -

sh ip  n o w  an d  in  th e  fu tu re .

A lo n g  w ith  th e  b o n d  p ro g ra m

a n d  e s ta te  p la n n in g , B F I  a s s is ts

w ith  c h u rc h  a n d  in s ti tu tio n a l in -

v e s tin g . M o rro w  a lso  h a s  w a lk e d

a lo n g sid e  sev e ra l I llin o is  ch u rch es

th ro u g h  c a p ita l  s te w a rd sh ip  c a m -

p a ig n s , in c lu d in g  o n e  re c e n tly

co m p le ted  a t F irs t B ap tis t C h u rch

in  C o lu m b ia .

B F I  a lso  h e lp s  I l l in o is  B a p tis ts

in v e s t in  th e  n e x t g e n e ra tio n  o f

lead e rs  th ro u g h  an n u a l ed u ca tio n a l

sc h o la rsh ip s . T h e  a w a rd s  a re  c re -

a ted  w h en  a  d o n o r g iv es  to  an  ex -

is tin g  sc h o la rsh ip  e n d o w m e n t, o r

e s ta b lish e s  a  n e w  o n e . L a s t y e a r,

th e  F o u n d a tio n  aw ard ed  m o re  th an

$ 7 6 ,0 0 0  to  3 9  c o lle g e  a n d  se m i-

n a ry  s tu d en ts .

T h a t’s  m o n e y  w e ll  sp e n t, a n d

p lan s  w e ll m ad e .

For more information about the
Baptist Foundation of Illinois, go
to baptistfoundationil.org or call
(217) 391-3116.

Location: Chatham

Focus: Urban commuter families

Characteristics: Chatham is a community of more than 3,000
people, located just south of Springfield.

Pray: For existing churches to partner to plant more churches
in this highly populated area.

mission illinois
Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

What are you doing on
Wednesday nights?

This is the 15th in our 20-part
series. That means more than half
the essays on The Baptist Faith &
Message are ready for use in a new
members class, small group, or doc-
trine study. Look online and down-
load the set. We’ve bundled them for
easy printing and distribution. 

By the way: If you need copies
of The BF&M (2000), they can be
downloaded too, or IBSA will provide
them for your new study group.
LisaSergent@IBSA.org 

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.

B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!


