
W h en  Tracy  S m ith  an d  h is

w ife , R en ee , w ere  d ec id in g

w here  to  go  to  celebrate  their

2 0 th  w ed d in g  an n iv ersa ry  a

few  years ago, they considered

p laces like  Ita ly  and  G erm any

b efo re  ev en tu a lly  p ick in g  a

rather un likely  location . 

“G o d  k in d  o f p laced  it o n

m y heart that instead  of spend-

ing  a ll th is m oney  to  do  som e-

th in g  lik e  th a t, le t’s  d o

so m eth in g  to  b rin g  g lo ry  to

G o d ,”  sa id  S m ith , p asto r o f

F irs t B ap tis t C h u rch  in  M t.

Z ion .

T h ere  h ap p en ed  to  b e  an

IB S A -facilita ted  m ission  trip  to  H aiti a lready  sched-

uled during their anniversary. T he Sm iths w ent on that

trip  in  N ovem ber 2012, and have since m obilized  o th-

ers from  their congregation  to  w ork  a longside C hris-

tians and churches in  the im poverished island country.

S ince a  m assive earthquake rocked  H aiti in  January

2010 , Illino is B ap tist vo lun teers have traveled  there

n u m ero u s tim es to  h e lp  re -b u ild  s tru c tu res  an d

streng then  chu rches. In  a  ne ighborhood  o f P o rt-au -

P rin ce  ca lled  B ig arad e , th ree  co n secu tiv e  m iss io n

g ro u p s— in c lu d in g  th e  S m ith s’ firs t team — b u ilt a

church  that a lso  serves as a  school. 

T he  w ork  in  H aiti isn ’t a ll construc tion -o rien ted .

R enee w as concerned  about the

am o u n t o f b u ild in g  sh e’d  b e

ab le  to  do  on  their trip , her hus-

band said . B ut she found an  im -

p o rtan t ro le : S h e  an d  an o th er

w o m an  s tay ed  u p  o n e  n ig h t

h ard -b o ilin g  eg g s th ey ’d

bought, so  that they  cou ld  feed

ch ild ren  the  nex t day.

W h en  y o u  ta lk  to  H aitian s ,

Tracy  said , they  m ention  re lief

g ro u p s th a t h av e  co m e an d

gone. W hen he w as there, som e

p eo p le  h e  w o rk ed  w ith  ask ed ,

“A re  y o u  co m in g  b ack ?  W e

w ant to  see  you  again .”  H e w ill

soon  take h is fourth  trip  there;

th is tim e, he’s bringing  tw o m em bers of h is church  on

their first trip  to  H aiti.

H e  a lso  h e lp ed  m o b ilize  h is  lo ca l asso c ia tio n —

C entral B aptist— to  fund  a  w all-bu ild ing  pro ject a t an

o rp h an ag e  in  P o rt-au -P rin ce . T h e  p ro jec t, led  b y

IB S A’s short-term  m issions coord inato r B ob  E lm ore,

w as com pleted  in  2014 .

Sm ith  said  of H aiti, “W hen you get dow n there, you

fa ll in  love  w ith  those  peop le , you  fa ll in  love  w ith

th o se  ch ild ren , an d  y o u  fa ll in  lo v e  w ith  se rv in g

alongside them , and  just dem onstra ting  G od’s love in

as m any  w ays as you  possib ly  can .”

Rebuilding ho uses  and lives  in  H aiti

There  w hen  yo u need them

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

M ost o rgan iza tions have  a  ca ll-

ing  card— a w ay  to  recognize  w ho

the m em bers are  and  w hat they  do .

In  Southern  B aptist life, and partic-

ularly  in  places reeling from  nat-

u ra l d isas te rs , th e  co lo r

y e llo w  is  a  sy m b o l o f

h e lp , h o p e  an d  re lie f.

D isaste r R e lie f, to  b e

precise .

K n o w n  as  “y e llo w

h ats”  o r “y e llo w

sh irts”  b y  so m e,

D R  v o lu n tee rs

o ften  d ro p  th e ir

everyday  responsi-

b ilities  to  trave l w herever they ’re

needed: to  P ilger, N ebraska, w here

tw in  to rn ad o es  w reak ed  h av o c  in

June 2014 . O r N ew  York  and  N ew

Jersey, w here  a  long-term  relief ef-

fo rt is  s till o n g o in g  fo llo w in g

2 0 1 3 ’s  H u rrican e  S an d y. Vo lu n -

teers even  w ent a ll the  w ay  to  the

P hilipp ines in  the  afterm ath  o f Ty-

phoon  H aiyan .

A nd those are  just Illino is vo lun-

teers . O ther B ap tis t s ta te  conven -

tio n s  a lso  sen d  v o lu n tee rs  ac ro ss

the coun try  and  around  the  w orld .

D isaster R elief is  a  national in itia-

tive  facilita ted  by  the  N orth  A m er-

ican  M issio n  B o ard , b u t B ap tis t

sta te  conven tions and  local associ-

a tio n s  a lso  su p p o rt lo ca l ex p res-

s ions o f the  m in is try. T ha t m eans

Illino is has a  sta te  chap ter, led  by

IB S A’s R ex  A lex an d er. S o m e o f

th e  s ta te ’s  lo ca l asso c ia tio n s  a lso

have their ow n volunteer bases and

h o u se  eq u ip m en t, su ch  as  m o b ile

k itchens and  chainsaw  tra ilers. To-

g e th er, th ey  co o p era te  to  resp o n d

to  num erous d isasters each  year.

O n ce  o n  th e  scen e , v o lu n tee rs

cook  m eals, p rov ide ch ildcare , cu t

d o w n  an d  rem o v e  d am ag ed

trees , c lea r o u t w a te r-

logged basem ents, and

a  host o f o ther p ro j-

ects. In  2013  alone,

D isaste r R e lie f

v o lu n tee rs  fro m

acro ss  th e  co u n -

try  se rv ed  m o re

th an  4 6 ,0 0 0  v o lu n tee r

d ay s an d  p rep ared  m o re

th an  4 6 0 ,0 0 0  m ea ls . T h ey

a lso  saw  3 6 3  p eo p le  co m e to

C hrist.

T heir focus on  sp iritual help  and

healing  is  one th ing  that se ts  D is-

aster R elief apart from  som e o ther

aid  organizations. Som e volunteers

se rv e  as  ch ap la in s , ta lk in g  w ith

sh o ck ed  h o m eo w n ers  ab o u t th e

p eace  th a t co m es th ro u g h  Jesu s .

Team s o ften  stay  in  churches tha t

open  their bu ild ings to  peop le  w ho

have com e to  help . It can  be an  op-

portun ity  to  fu rther the  m in istry  o f

th e  lo ca l ch u rch , A lex an d er sa id

after the  response in  P ilger.

“W e can  co m e in  an d  s tay  in  a

church , operate  ou t o f that church ,

and  that church  becom es know n in

th e  co m m u n ity  as  a  ch u rch  th a t

cares abou t the  com m unity.”

Illino is D isaster R elief o ffers re-

g ional train ing  sessions three tim es

a year fo r po ten tia l vo lun teers. F or

m ore in form ation  about upcom ing

tra in in g  o p p o rtu n ities , g o  to

w w w.IB S A .org /d r.

Location: Fulton, Illinois

Focus: New families and individuals moving into the area

Characteristics: A new prison is under construction in this town
in northwest Illinois. There will be many new businesses and
people moving into the area as employment opportunities arise.

Pray: For prayer partners and church planters to help reach Fulton.

mission illinois
Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

We serve in … Haiti
Pastor Tracy Smith from FBC Mt. Zion, Illinois, (left)
prays for a couple in Haiti who just accepted Christ.

What are you doing on
Wednesday nights?

A series from the Illinois Baptist • Vol. 16

Basics for baptists

who we are what we believe

how we serve

This is the 16th in our 20-part
series. That means more than half
the essays on The Baptist Faith &
Message are ready for use in a new
members class, small group, or doc-
trine study. Look online and down-
load the set. We’ve bundled them for
easy printing and distribution. 

By the way: If you need copies
of The BF&M (2000), they can be
downloaded too, or IBSA will provide
them for your new study group.
LisaSergent@IBSA.org 

Among Cherenfant Evens’ first orders of business as pastor of Blanquette Baptist Church was to take down
and burn a cross said to house an evil spirit. Then, he cut down a large tree used for voodoo ceremonies,
right in front of the church gate.

A vast majority of the people in Evens’ rural Haitian community practice voodoo.
After Evens’ actions, the people threatened him with legal action and physical harm;

they told him they’d kill him and put him in the hole left by the cross he’d taken down.
Before a scheduled meeting with the voodoo practitioners, “God spoke to me, said
don’t be afraid,” said Evens (right). “I’m with you. I hear his voice speaking to me.
Don’t be afraid, Evens, I am with you.”

Since that time, many have turned from voodoo to faith in Christ.
The prayer for spiritual awakening—in Haiti, in the U.S., around the world—is prayer

for God to shine his light into dark places, whether a nation, an island, a building, or a
human heart.

As Paul wrote, “He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
into the kingdom of the Son He loves” (Colossians 1:13).

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.

B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!

LIGHT OVERCOMES DARKNESS                                              

– Meredith Flynn



T h e  firs t B ap tis t ch u rch  in

Illino is w as estab lished  in  a  p i-

o n eer ’s  cab in  (rig h t) in  N ew

D esign , just sou th  o f Waterloo .

B u t th a t w as m o re  th an  1 0 0

y ears  b e fo re  th e  fo u n d in g  o f

th e  s ta te ’s  lo n g stan d in g  n e t-

w o rk  o f S o u th ern  B ap tis t

chu rches— the  Illino is  B ap tis t

S ta te  A ssociation .

A s it p robab ly  is w ith  m any

new  organ izations, the  idea fo r

IB S A arose ou t o f a  d iv ide be-

tw een people w ho thought sim -

ila rly  o n  so m e im p o rtan t

th ings, and  very  d ifferen tly  on

o thers. In  th is case , there  w ere

several d ivides, w rites h istorian

M yron  D illow  in  “H arvesttim e

on  the  P rairie .”  

B ap tis ts  in  Illin o is  a t th a t

tim e  co o p era ted  w ith  o n e  an -

o th er as  th e  B ap tis t G en era l

A ssociation, and th ings seem ed

to  b e  g o in g  w ell in  th e  ea rly

20 th  cen tu ry. “B ut underneath

th e  seem in g  h arm o n y, th e re

w as sm oldering  d iscon ten t and

d is tru st,”  D illo w  say s . D is-

agreem ents over how  resources

w ere  d is trib u ted  ac ro ss  th e

sta te , as w ell as cu ltu ral d iffer-

en ces  b e tw een  th e  n o rth  an d

sou th , con tribu ted  to  the  g row -

ing  d iv ide. 

T heo logy  a lso  separa ted  the

sta te ’s  reg io n s: n o rth ern  B ap -

tists w ere  m ore open  to  d iffer-

en t v iew s an d  sh ared  th e ir

pu lp its w ith  m in isters o f o ther

d en o m in a tio n s . In  th e  so u th ,

B ap tis ts  w ere  in flu en ced  b y

L an d m ark ism , w h ich  D illo w

d efin es  as  “ th e  m eth o d  b y

w h ich  m an y  B ap tis ts  co n -

v in ced  th em se lv es  th a t th e irs

w ere  th e  o n ly  tru e  ch u rch es

and  that a ll o thers m ere  hum an

socie ties .”  L andm ark  th inkers

d idn ’t like  p rac tices like  open

com m union , and  they  favored

a  n arro w  d efin itio n  o f w h a t a

B aptist church  shou ld  be.

T hat m indset w as personified

in  W illiam  T hrogm orton , w ho

fo u n d ed  th e  Illinois Baptist 
n ew sp ap er in  1 9 0 5 . H e

w o u ld  so o n  u se  its  p ag es  to

ra lly  B ap tis ts  to w ard  th e  c re -

a tio n  o f a  n ew  o rg an iza tio n ,

o n e  “b ased  o n  s tric t B ap tis t

p rincip les.”

T h e  Illin o is  B ap tis t S ta te

A sso c ia tio n  w as o ffic ia lly  es-

tab lish ed  Jan u ary  3 1 , 1 9 0 7 ,

a t F irs t B ap tis t C h u rch  in

P inckneyville . T hey  jo ined  the

S o u th ern  B ap tis t C o n v en tio n

in  1 9 1 0 , a fte r ab an d o n in g  an

a ttem p t to  jo in  a  m o v em en t

o f L an d m ark  B ap tis ts  in

A rkansas.

A s th e  d u st se ttled  fro m  its

so m ew h at tu m u ltu o u s ea rly

days, IB S A leaders recognized

th e  im p o rtan ce  o f tu rn in g  its

focus tow ard  m issions, D illow

notes. T he num ber o f churches

g iv in g  to w ard  s ta te  m iss io n s

increased  from  389  in  1908 , to

4 7 4  th e  n ex t y ear. T h ey  g av e

m o re  th an  $ 1 4 ,0 0 0  in  1 9 1 0 ,

w hereas in  the days of the B ap-

tist G eneral A ssociation , aver-

age to ta l g ifts w ere  $1 ,500 .

“It is  no t a  question  w hether

as  an  asso c ia tio n  w e  w ill su r-

v iv e  o r n o t,”  read s  IB S A’s

1908  annual m eeting  board  re-

p o rt, “ th a t q u estio n  is  fo rev er

se ttled , an d  th a t w h ich  d e-

m an d s o u r a tten tio n  n o w  is ,

how  shall w e best carry  on  the

L ord’s w ork .”

Read Article 14 of The Bap-
tist Faith & Message (2000),
“Cooperation,” at
IBSA.org/B101.  

A cro ss  th e  cen tu ries , b ib lica l

confessions and statem ents of faith

h av e  o ften  ad d ressed  th e  sam e

b ro ad , b ib lica l to p ics , in c lu d in g

G od, the  S crip tu res, the  natu re  o f

m an , sa lv a tio n , an d  th e  ch u rch .

A m ong those lo fty  sub jects, “C o-

o p era tio n ”  m ay  a t firs t seem  a

m inor, even  obscure  doctrine . 

Ye t co o p era tio n  is  p resen t n o t

on ly  th roughou t the  B ib le , bu t in

th e  v ery  n a tu re  o f G o d , w h o  re -

veals H im self from  the beg inn ing

as  th ree -in -o n e . W h en  G o d  p re -

pares to  create  m ankind  as the p in-

nacle  o f H is creation  (G en . 1 :26),

H e  say s , “L e t U S  m ak e  m an  in

O U R  im ag e , acco rd in g  to  O U R

likeness.”   W ith in  G od’s ow n na-

tu re  and  charac te r, and  in  perfec t

u n ity  an d  lo v e , H e  co o p era tes  to

c rea te  w h a t is  g o o d . A n d  H e  ex -

pects us to  do  the  sam e. 

A nyone w ho has ever w orked on

a  g ro u p  p ro jec t k n o w s th a t th e re

are  b o th  ch a llen g es  an d  trem en -

d o u s b en efits  to  co o p era tio n . O n

o n e  h an d , y o u  h av e  a ll th e  ch a l-

len g es  o f w o rk in g  to g e th er, su ch

as com m unication , accepting  lead-

e rsh ip , u n iq u e  p erso n a litie s , ro le

c larity, schedu ling , various sty les

an d  ap p ro ach es , an d  a  h u n d red

o th er d iffe ren ces  th a t so m etim es

m ake you  feel you  cou ld  do  better

on  your ow n. 

Yet w ork ing  together can  b ring

trem en d o u s b en efits . C erta in ly

“m an y  h an d s m ak e  lig h t w o rk ,”

and  the  e ffic iency  o f w ork ing  to -

g e th er is  u n d en iab le . W e can  d o

m ore  toge ther than  any  o f u s can

do  on  our ow n!  B ut m ore im por-

tan tly, incred ib le  joy, sa tisfaction ,

and  deep  re la tionsh ip  can  g row  as

w e  w o rk  to g e th er o n  so m eth in g

w orthw hile . L aboring  together as

a  fe llo w sh ip  o f G o d ’s  p eo p le ,

u n d er H is  lead ersh ip  an d  d o in g

so m eth in g  e te rn a lly  v a lu ab le—

that’s b ib lical cooperation . 

We see th is k ind  of cooperation

dem onstrated consistently  through-

o u t th e  B ib le , th o u g h  so m etim es

m ore successfu lly  than  o thers. T he

o ften -d y sfu n c tio n a l fam ilies  o f

G en esis  re len tless ly  b an d ed  to -

g e th er, ju s t to  su rv iv e . T h e  rag a-

m u ffin  trib es  o f y o u n g  Israe l

p u lled  to g e th er to  in v ad e  th e

P rom ised  L and . Judges like  D ebo-

rah  an d  G id eo n  w ere  su ccessfu l

on ly  w hen  they  un ited  the  peop le

in  renew ed  obed ience to  G od . 

D av id  m o b ilized  G o d ’s  p eo p le

for w ar. S o lom on organ ized  G od’s

peop le  to  bu ild  a  tem ple . E zra  and

N ehem iah  rebu ilt G od’s peop le  in

order to  rebu ild  Jerusalem ’s w all. 

In  fac t, th e  B ib le  say s  w e  as

G o d ’s  p eo p le  a re  p u t to g e th er,

jo in ed  to g e th er, b u ilt to g e th er,

m em bers together, he irs  together,

fitted  together, he ld  together, and

that one day  w e w ill be  caught up

to g e th er! W h eth er G o d ’s  p eo p le

are build ing  a tem ple, going  to  w ar

against a ll odds, su rv iv ing  fo reign

oppressors, o r tak ing  the  gospel to

the w orld , w e are  designed  to  co-

operate , and  to  do  it together. 

A s a  B ap tist fam ily  today, there

is no  m ore im portant expression  of

th is than  our com m itm ent to  coop-

erative m issions. W hile one church

m ight be  ab le  to  help  send  one o r

tw o or even  ten  m issionaries to  the

w orld , together cooperating South-

e rn  B ap tis t ch u rch es  sen d  m o re

than  10 ,000  m issionaries. We sup-

p o rt s ix  w o rld -c lass  sem in aries

and  several national m in istries, as

w ell as m ore  local m in istries like

sta te  co n v en tio n s  th a t h e lp

churches g row  stronger and  m ulti-

p ly  and  becom e even  m ore effec-

tiv e  in  o u r co o p era tiv e  w o rk  o f

tak ing  the  gospel to  the  w orld . 

T here  are  a lso  tim es w hen  w e as

B aptists are  called  upon to  cooper-

a te  as  part o f the  la rger C hris tian

com m unity. P roblem s like poverty,

hunger, abortion , and  the  g row ing

m oral decays of our culture g ive us

m any  com m on p latfo rm s fo r jo in -

in g  w ith  o th er C h ris tian s  to  b e

saltier sa lt and  b righ ter ligh t than

w e cou ld  be a lone. 

M an y  tim es w e , as  B ap tis t b e -

lievers, w e m ust stand  apart from

the culture, or from  other relig ions.

T h ere  a re  ev en  tim es w h en  w e

m ust stand  apart from  o ther C hris-

tian  g roups. B u t w hen  there  is  an

eternally  valuab le  cause that calls

us together under G od’s leadership

and dem ands that w e cooperate for

H is g lo ry  and  purposes, w e shou ld

joyfu lly  and  reso lu te ly  do  so . 

Nate Adams is executive director
of the Illinois Baptist State Associ-
ation.

COOPERATION WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

Besides those noted above, what other biblical examples
do you see of God’s people cooperating under His 
leadership for a worthwhile cause? 

What significant challenges to working together with others
have you experienced? How did you overcome them?

When have you experienced the greatest joy in Christian
cooperation? How can your church increase its cooperation
with other Baptists, in order to accomplish more?

CONSIDER THIS                        

IBSA founded in 1907

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

1

2

3

Think about it:

1. What organizations or ideas do
you know that have arisen from
conflict? 

2. Pick three leaders from the
Bible who had to manage conflict.
How were their styles similar or
different?

For personal study or group discussion

– With info from “Harvesttime on the Prairie”
by Myron D. Dillow

What’s your
story, IBSA?

– With info from “Harvesttime on the

Prairie” by Myron D. Dillow

From Rockford to Cairo   

Together, those churches gave 

6.1 million

CP WORKS

still

Our denomination’s statement of faith is called “The Baptist Faith & Message.” It was updated in 2000 and adopted by elected
messengers who attended the SBC’s annual meeting that year. Adopting the BF&M is the voluntary choice of each local church. 

Benjamin Franklin
Rodman was IBSA’s
first “financial secretary”
(now known as the
executive director).

Today, IBSA encompasses more

than                   churches and

missions across the state.
950

voting members
were present

for IBSA’s organizing
meeting in 1907 at the
Baptist Church House
in Pinckneyville.

391

churches endorsed the
new organization.226

IBSA’s early support was centered

in southern Illinois.

The IBSA story
is a missions story.

dollars last year through the
Cooperative Program,
for missions and ministry
in Illinois, North America
and the world.

Quincy to Danville


