
I t’s  ra re  th a t a n  o rg a n iz a tio n ’s

f la g sh ip  p u b lic a tio n  p re -d a te s  th e

o rg an iza tio n  itse lf . B u t in  th e  case

o f  th e  Illinois Baptist,  B a p tis ts  in

th e  s ta te  w ere  read in g  th e  n ew sp a-

p e r m o re  th an  a  y ea r b e fo re  IB S A

w as fo u n d ed . 

S e a so n e d  B a p tis t  p u b lish e r

W illia m  P. T h ro g m o rto n  fo u n d e d

th e  p a p e r  in  1 9 0 5 ,

w h ile  a lso  se rv in g

a s  p a s to r  o f  F irs t

B a p tis t  C h u rc h  in

M ario n . H e  so o n  re -

s ig n e d  h is  p o s t a t

th e  c h u rc h  to  g iv e

h is  fu ll  a tte n tio n  to

th e  p a p e r, M y ro n

D illo w  n o te s  in  h is

h is to ry  o f  I l l in o is

B ap tis ts .

T h ro g m o rto n  w o u ld  n e e d  th e

e x tra  tim e . H e  u se d  th e  p a p e r  to

cam p a ig n  fo r a  c lea r d e fin itio n  o f

w h a t i t  m e a n t to  b e  B a p tis t , a n d

la te r  fo r  IB S A’s  fo u n d in g , tru m -

p e ted  in  th e  F eb . 9 , 1 9 0 7 , issu e .

“P IN C K N E Y V IL L E  M E E T IN G

E X P E C TAT IO N S  R E A L IZ E D ,”

re a d  th a t h e a d lin e . T h e  p a p e r  d e -

sc rib ed  IB S A’s o rg an iz in g  m ee tin g

a s  “ a n  im m e n se  a n d  e n th u s ia s tic

g a th e rin g  o f B ap tis ts .”

T h ro g m o rto n  h e lm ed  th e  IB u n til

1 9 2 7 . F o r  h im , th e  p a p e r  w a s  a

w ay  “n o t o n ly  to  re flec t B ap tis t life

b u t to  m o ld  an d  sh ap e  it,”  D illo w

w ro te  in  “ H a rv e s ttim e  o n  th e

P ra irie .”  T h e  ed ito rs  th a t fo llo w ed

h im  “ w e re  le ss  p a ss io n a te  in  p ro -

m o tin g  th e ir  p a r tic u la r  b ra n d  o f

B a p tis t  th e o lo g y  a n d  g a v e  m o re

c o p y  to  p ro m o tin g  a n d  a ss is tin g

th e  ch u rch es  in  th e ir  w o rk .”

To d a y, th e  Illinois Baptist is  a

m ix  o f  lo c a l a n d  n a tio n a l n e w s ,

c h u rc h  su c c e ss  s to r ie s , m in is try

tre n d s , h o w -to ’s , o p in io n  p ie c e s ,

a n d  c o v e ra g e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t a n d

c u ltu re  is su e s  th a t

a ffe c t h o w  C h ris -

tia n s  liv e  o u t th e

g o sp e l in  o u r w o rld .

T h e  iB 2 n e w s  b lo g

lau n ch ed  in  2 0 1 2  to

com m unicate  b reak -

in g  n e w s  b e tw e e n

is su e s  o f  th e  p a p e r,

w h ic h  is  d e liv e re d

ev e ry  th ree  w eek s .

In  th e  p as t sev e ra l

y e a rs , IB S A’s  c o m m u n ic a tio n s

s tra te g y  h a s  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e

n e w  p r in t p ie c e s , l ik e  b im o n th ly

b u lle tin  in se rts  fo cu sed  o n  co o p er-

a tiv e  m iss io n s  g iv in g , a n d  Re-
source m a g a z in e , a  se a so n a l

p la n n in g  g u id e  fo r  c h u rc h e s . A n d

a s  th e  w a y  p e o p le  g e t a n d  re a d

n ew s ch an g es , so  h av e  IB S A’s  o n -

lin e  m e d ia  o ffe r in g s , w h ic h  n o w

in c lu d e  F a c e b o o k  a n d  Tw itte r

p ag es, a  Vim eo  v id eo  p ag e , an d  th e

w eek ly  eC o n n ec tio n  n ew sle tte r. 

A  n ew  co m m u n ica tio n  p iece  fo r

lead ers , iL ead , w ill lau n ch  in  2 0 1 5 .

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e se  re -

so u rc e s  a n d  to  su b sc r ib e , g o  to

IB S A .o rg /c o m m u n ic a tio n s  o r  e -

m ail C o m m u n ica tio n s@ IB S A .o rg .

“T h is  w eek  w e  w ere  ab le  to  p ray er

w alk  in  a  n ew  su b d iv isio n ,”  m issio n -

aries B ryan  and  D eana  W olf repo rted

in  a  recen t p ray e r e -m a il. 

“T h is  a rea , ‘N u ev a  H acien d a’ d o es

n o t h a v e  a n y  c h u rc h e s . P le a se  p ra y

th a t th e  L o rd  w ill g u id e  u s  to  a  p e r-

so n  o f p eace  an d  th a t H e  w ill g ran t

u s  w isd o m  as  w e  seek  to  p lan t a  n ew

ch u rch  in  th is  a rea .”

T h e  W o lfs , b o th  fro m  C en tra l I lli-

n o is , h av e  se rv ed  1 0  y ea rs  in  C h ile

w ith  th e  In te rn a tio n a l M iss io n

B o ard . A s co n n ec to rs , th ey  n o t o n ly

se e k  to  s ta r t  n e w  c h u rc h e s  a n d

s tre n g th e n  e x is tin g  c o n g re g a tio n s ,

th e y  a lso  se rv e  a s  l ia iso n s  to  U .S .

ch u rch es  w h o  w an t to  b e  p a rt o f see -

in g  th e  g o sp e l sp read  in  C h ile .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o s t re c e n t

G lo b a l S ta tu s  o f E v an g e lica l C h ris -

tian ity  rep o rt, th e  co u n try  h as  sev en

p e o p le  g ro u p s  th a t a re  u n re a c h e d ,

m ea n in g  th e  p o p u la tio n  is  le ss  th a n

2 %  ev an g e lica l. T h ey  fa ll a ll ac ro ss

th e  d em o g rap h ic  sp ec tru m : d eaf p eo -

p le , R u ss ian s , an d  M an d arin -sp eak e rs , am o n g  o th e rs .

F iv e  o f th e  g ro u p s  a re  a lso  u n en g ag ed , m ean in g  th e re

is  n o  ev an g e lica l ch u rch  p lan tin g  s tra teg y  a t w o rk  to

reach  th em . A cro ss  S o u th  A m erica , th e re  a re  1 2 1  u n -

reach ed , u n en g ag ed  p eo p le  g ro u p s .

L ik e  th e  U .S ., C h ile  a lso  is  fa c in g  a n  in c re a se  o f

“n o n es”— p eo p le  w ith  n o  re lig io u s

a ff ilia tio n . A  p o ll b y  th e  c o u n try ’s

P o n tif ic a l C a th o lic  U n iv e rs ity  a n d

A d im a rk  sh o w e d  th e  n u m b e r  o f

p e o p le  w h o  id e n tify  a s  a th e is t  o r

hav ing  no  re lig ion  ro se  from  12%  in

2 0 0 6  to  2 2 %  in  2 0 1 4 . P ew  R esearch

re p o rte d  a  s im ila r  f in d in g  a c ro ss

L a tin  A m e ric a : 4 %  o f  a d u lts  su r-

v ey ed  w ere  ra ised  w ith  n o  re lig io u s

affilia tio n , an d  8 %  n o w  rep o rt n o n e .

F o r the  W olfs in  C h ile , partnersh ip

is  k e y — b o th  w ith  lo c a l c h u rc h e s

an d  co n g reg a tio n s o u tsid e  th e  co u n -

try. T h e y  re c e n tly  w o rk e d  w ith  a

lo c a l c h u rc h  to  h o s t a  c o m m u n ity

o u tre a c h  e v e n t fo llo w e d  b y  th re e

d a y s  o f  Va c a tio n  B ib le  S c h o o l.

“P lease  p ray  th a t th e  g o sp e l o f Jesu s

C h ris t w ill  b e  c le a r ly  p re se n te d  in

w o rd  an d  in  d eed ,”  th e  W o lfs  a sk ed

p ray e r p a rtn e rs  in  an  e -m a il b e fo re

th e  ev en t.

In  the  sam e update , they  asked  fo r

in te rce ss io n  fo r o th e r ch u rch es  led

to w ard  p o ss ib le  m in is try  in  C h ile .

“P lease  p ray  fo r tw o  U .S . ch u rch es  w h o  a re  seek in g

th e  L o rd ’s  w ill ab o u t p artn erin g  w ith  a  C h ilean  ch u rch

to  p lan t n ew  ch u rch es  in  u n reach ed  a reas  o f n o rth e rn

C h ile . P lea se  p ray  th a t G o d  w ill b u rd en  ch u rch es  to

take the gospel w here C hrist has not yet been  nam ed… ”

Taking the  go spe l ‘w here  Chris t has  no t been  nam ed’

Po w er o f the  Press

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

Location: Quad Cities

Focus: Hispanic people group

Characteristics: The Quad Cities area functions as one city but
actually comprises five, with a population of about 272,000. These
communities have a significant segment of Spanish-speaking people.

Pray: For health and growth for the Quad Cities Baptist churches,
and for individuals to serve on a church planting mission team for the region.

mission illinois
Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

We serve in … South America
The red dots represent 121 unreached,
unengaged people groups in South
America; five are in Chile, where Bryan
and Deana Wolf serve.

What are you doing on
Wednesday nights?

A series from the Illinois Baptist • Vol. 17

Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

This is the 17th in our 20-part
series. That means more than half
the essays on The Baptist Faith &
Message are ready for use in a new
members class, small group, or doc-
trine study. Look online and down-
load the set. We’ve bundled them for
easy printing and distribution. 

By the way: If you need copies
of The BF&M (2000), they can be
downloaded too, or IBSA will provide
them for your new study group.
LisaSergent@IBSA.org 

People of faith have struggled with the morality of obedience to the
government since before the time of Jesus. The Pharisees were trying to
trap Jesus when they asked, “Should we pay taxes?” but his reply to their
question frames our theology about the government even today: It is possi-
ble to honor the rules of the nation and to keep reserved to God what is his. 

While our American culture is not to be equated with God’s kingdom, Bap-
tists have historically sought “to bring industry, government, and society as a
whole under the sway of principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly
love,” as described in The Baptist Faith & Message (2000). The separation
of church and state, intended to assure freedom of religion, doesn’t prohibit
Christian influence; appropriate participation, obedience so long as it is
moral and ethical, enhances our influence. 

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.

B-101 can be used for:

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!

‘RENDER UNTO CAESAR’                                

– Meredith Flynn

The Illinois Baptist then
(Jan. 6, 1950) and now



O n e  S u n d ay  in  m id -Jan u ary,

a  c h u rc h  in  C e n tra l I l l in o is

took  a  b reak  from  the ir study  o f

1  P e te r. T h e ir fo cu s  th a t p a rtic -

u la r  d a y  w a s  “ th e  sa n c tity  o f

h u m a n  life .”  M a n y  S o u th e rn

B ap tis t co n g reg a tio n s  o b se rv e

“S an c tity  o f H u m an  L ife  S u n -

d a y ”  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e

y e a r, a s  a  w a y  to  re m e m b e r

h o w  life  is su e s  a ffe c t th e  c u l-

tu re  a n d  th e  m in is try  o f

ch u rch es . 

T h e  sa n c tity  o f  h u m a n  life

e n c o m p a sse s  m o re  th a n  a b o r-

tio n  a n d  r ig h ts  o f  th e  u n b o rn ,

b u t th a t h a s  b e e n  a  p r im a ry

focus fo r B ap tists , a t least s ince

a  sh ift in  th e  la te  1 9 7 0 s . T h ree

y e a rs  b e fo re  R o e  v. W a d e ,

th o u g h , a  m a jo rity  o f  B ap tis ts

su p p o rte d  a b o rtio n  r ig h ts  in

so m e  cases . 

“ In  1 9 7 0 ,”  B a p tis t P re ss  re -

p o r te d  re c e n tly, “ a  p o ll  c o n -

d u c te d  b y  th e  B a p tis t  S u n d a y

S c h o o l B o a rd  fo u n d  th a t 7 0

p e rc e n t o f  S o u th e rn  B a p tis t

p a s to rs  su p p o rte d  a b o rtio n  to

p ro te c t th e  m e n ta l o r  p h y s ic a l

h e a lth  o f  th e  m o th e r, 6 4  p e r-

c e n t su p p o rte d  a b o rtio n  in

cases  o f fe ta l d e fo rm ity  an d  7 1

p ercen t in  cases  o f rap e .”

F u tu re  H o m e M iss io n  B o ard

P re s id e n t L a rry  L e w is  ( r ig h t)

reca lled  see in g  an  ad  in  th e  S t.

L o u is  n ew sp ap er th a t lis ted  th e

S B C  a s  o n e  o f  th e  d e n o m in a -

tio n s  th a t su p p o rte d  a b o rtio n

rig h ts . “R ig h t th e re  b es id e  th e

U n ita r ia n s  a n d  u n iv e rsa lis ts

w as  th e  S o u th e rn  B ap tis t C o n -

v e n tio n ,”  L e w is  to ld  B a p tis t

P ress  ab o u t th e  1 9 7 9  ad .

“… T h a t b o th e red  m e  a  lo t.”

To  h e lp  le a d  th e  S B C  b a c k

to w a rd  a  b ib lic a l p o s itio n  o n

life , L e w is  p ro p o se d  a t th e

1 9 8 0  S o u th e rn  B a p tis t  C o n -

v e n tio n  th e  f irs t o f  m a n y  p ro -

life  re so lu tio n s . L a te r, a s

p re s id e n t o f  H M B  (n o w  th e

N o rth  A m e ric a n  M iss io n

B oard ), he  estab lished  a  depart-

m e n t to  h e lp  c h u rc h e s  c re a te  

c ris is  p reg n an cy  cen te rs . 

A n o th e r  le a d e r  in  th e  s tru g -

g le  to  b rin g  B ap tis ts  b ack  to  a

b ib lic a l p o s itio n  o n  life  w a s

R ich a rd  L an d . H e  w o u ld  la te r

le a d  th e  E th ic s  a n d  R e lig io u s

L ib erty  C o m m issio n , th e  en tity

c h a rg e d  w ith  in fo rm in g  B a p -

tis ts  a b o u t p u b lic  p o lic y  a n d

w o rk in g  to  sh a p e  th a t p o lic y

fro m  o ff ic e s  in  W a sh in g to n ,

D .C ., an d  N ash v ille , Ten n . 

To d ay, B ap tis t ch u rch es  co n -

tin u e  to  ex h ib it th e  san c tity  o f

life  in  th e ir  c o m m u n itie s . A

b u lle tin  in se rt p ro d u ced  b y  th e

E R L C  to ld  th e  s to ry  o f  a

ch u rch  in  Ta llah assee , F la ., th a t

g a v e  m o n e y  to  a  p re g n a n c y

cen ter to  p rov ide  fo r u ltrasound

m a c h in e s . In  ju s t s ix  m o n th s ,

1 2 0  w o m e n  re c e iv e d  u ltra -

so u n d s  a t th e  c e n te r, 5 3  o f

w hom  w ere  abo rtion -m inded  a t

th e  tim e . T h ir ty -f iv e  o f  th e

m o th e rs - to -b e  c h o se  life  fo r

th e ir  b ab ies . 

“ I t  is  m in d  b lo w in g  to  se e

h o w  m a n y  w o m e n  c h o se  life

b ecau se  o f th e   u ltra so u n d  ex -

p e r ie n c e ,”  sa id  C ity  C h u rc h

p a s to r  D e a n  In se rra . “ I t  is  a

g a m e  c h a n g e r...w h e n  y o u  se e

th e  b ab y, y o u  see  it’s  a  life .”

Read Article 15 of The Bap-
tist Faith & Message (2000),
“The Christian and the
Social Order,” at
IBSA.org/B101.

H o w  is  th e  ch u rch  to  en g ag e  th e

c u ltu re  a n d  so c ie ty ?  T h is  te n s io n

h as  ex is ted  th ro u g h o u t ch u rch  h is-

to ry. In  b o th  h is  G o sp e l an d  E p is-

tle s , Jo h n  th e  A p o s tle  w a rn s  o f

b e in g  in  th e  w o rld , b u t n o t ad o p t-

in g  its  v a lu es . T h e  ea rly  ch u rch  fa -

th e r Te rtu llian  s tro n g ly  ad v o ca ted

th a t C h ris tian s  sh o u ld  n o t p a rtic i-

p a te  in  th e  w o rld ’s  a ffa irs , su ch  a s

p h ilo so p h y, th e  m ilita ry  o r  e v e n

p o litic s , b e c a u se  th e y  a re  in h e r-

en tly  ev il an d  h e re tica l. H e  w ro te ,

“ W h a t h a s  Je ru sa le m  to  d o  w ith

A th e n s… ? ”  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e

co n flic t b e tw een  fa ith  an d  p h ilo s-

o p h y.1

D u rin g  th e  R e fo rm a tio n  e ra ,

M artin  L u th e r reco g n ized  th e  ten -

s io n  th a t C h ris tian s  ex p erien ced  as

se rv an ts  o f C h ris t in  a  so c ie ty  th a t

w a s  c re a te d  to  b e  g o o d , b u t w a s

c o rru p te d  b y  s in . T h u s , h e  c a lle d

u p o n  b e lie v e rs  to  e m b ra c e  th e

g o o d  in  c u ltu re , to  re je c t th a t

w h ic h  w a s  c o rru p te d , a n d  to  re -

m a in  o b e d ie n t to  G o d . H o w e v e r,

he  rea lized  tha t liv ing  th is  w ay  w as

b o th  “ tra g ic  a n d  jo y fu l. .  .  [w ith ]

n o  so lu tio n  o f  th e  d ile m m a  th is

s id e  o f d ea th .” 2

The Baptist Faith & Message
ex h o rts  C h ris tian s  to  im p ac t so c i-

e ty  w ith  an  in ca rn a tio n a l p resen ce

th a t seek s tran sfo rm atio n a l ch an g e

th ro u g h  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  H o ly

S p irit.

A call to holiness 
T h e  p u rsu it  o f  h o lin e ss  is  tw o -

fo ld . F irs t, it req u ires  n ew  sp iritu a l

life . T h is  is  b e in g  b o rn  ag a in  o r re -

g en e ra ted  “b y  th e  sav in g  g race  o f

G o d  in  Je su s  C h ris t.”  If  th e  ch u rch

is  to  m ak e  an  e te rn a l d iffe ren ce  fo r

th e  k in g d o m  o f G o d , its  m em b ers

sh o u ld  b e  reg en e ra te  o n es . 

S e c o n d , a s  d isc ip le s  o f  C h ris t ,

b e lie v e rs  a re  c h a rg e d  to  b e  “ th e

sa lt o f th e  ea rth ”  an d  “ th e  lig h t o f

th e  w o rld ”  (M att. 5 :1 3 -1 4 ). C h ris-

tian s  h av e  a  b ib lica l re sp o n sib ility

to  le a d  tra n s fo rm a tio n a l c h a n g e

u n d er th e  p o w er an d  lead e rsh ip  o f

th e  H o ly  S p ir it  th ro u g h  p o litic a l

an d  so c ia l in te rac tio n . 

A s  sa lt, th e  c h u rc h  is  to  h a v e  a

p u rify in g  e ffe c t b y  s ta n d in g  f irm

fo r tru th  an d  b ib lica l au th o rity. A s

lig h t, th e  ch u rch  is  to  m in is te r an d

sh in e  in  th e  m id s t o f  d a rk n ess  b y

sp eak in g  an d  se rv in g  co m p assio n -

a te ly  an d  p ro c la im in g  th e  tru th  an d

lo v e  o f  Je su s  C h ris t  to  th o se  th a t

a re  d o w n tro d d e n , h o p e le ss , o p -

p ressed , an d  d e fen se le ss .

A call to action
T h e  c a ll  to  a c tio n  is  m u ltifa c -

e te d . I t b e g in s  w ith  o p p o s itio n  to

e v il, w ic k e d  a n d  im m o ra l b e h a v -

io r, su ch  a s  rac ism , g reed  an d  sex -

u a l im m o ra lity. R e ly in g  u p o n  th e

H o ly  S p irit, th e  ch u rch  sh o u ld  ex -

e m p lify  ra c ia l re c o n c ilia tio n  b e -

g in n in g  w ith  h ea rtfe lt rep en tan ce ;

p ra c tic e  sa c r if ic ia l g iv in g ; a n d

d e m o n s tra te  a n d  p ro m o te  se x u a l

p u r ity  a n d  f id e lity, e sp e c ia lly

th rough  the  G od-o rdained  re la tion -

sh ip  ca lled  m arriag e  w h ich  is  b e -

tw een  o n e  m an  an d  o n e  w o m an .

F u rth e rm o re , th e  c h u rc h  is  to

p ro v id e  m in is try  o r  se rv ic e s  th a t

a ss is t th o se  in  n eed . C h u rch es  d o

th is  lo c a lly, a n d  th ro u g h  c o m m u -

n ity, s ta te  o r n a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s . 

I l l in o is  B a p tis ts  m a k e  a  d iffe r-

e n c e  in  o u r  so c ie ty  th ro u g h  th e

w o rk  o f B ap tis t C h ild ren ’s  H o m e

a n d  F a m ily  S e rv ic e s , w h ic h  p ro -

v id es  an  a rray  o f se rv ices  a im ed  a t

th e  p re se rv a tio n  o f  l ife  a n d

stren g th en in g  fam ilie s .

A n o th e r  w a y  I ll in o is  B a p tis ts

m in is te r  to  a  h u r tin g  w o rld  is

th ro u g h  D isas te r R e lie f re sp o n ses .

T h e se  a re  e x a m p le s  o f  h o w  th e

c h u rc h  c a n  se rv e  p e o p le  in  n e e d

an d  h o w  d o o rs  m ay  b e  o p en ed  fo r

th e  sp read  o f th e  g o sp e l.

F in a lly, C h ris tia n s  a re  to  e x to l

an d  p rac tice  g o d ly  v irtu es  in  b u si-

n e ss  a n d  g o v e rn m e n ta l a ffa irs .

B e in g  th e  sa lt o f  th e  e a rth  m e a n s

seaso n in g  th e  w o rld  w ith  th e  rig h t-

e o u sn e ss  o f  C h ris t  in  a ll  a re a s  o f

life . C h ris tian s  sh o u ld  b e  th e  ep it-

o m e  o f  e th ic a l b u s in e ssm e n , e x -

e m p la ry  e m p lo y e e s , a n d  v ir tu o u s

p u b lic  se rv an ts .

A call to cooperation
The BF&M em p h asizes  p a rtn e r-

sh ip s  w ith  p e o p le  a n d  o rg a n iz a -

tio n s  to  acco m p lish  so c ie ta l g o o d .

T h e  ch a llen g e  fo r th e  ch u rch  is  co -

o p e ra tin g  w ith o u t c o m p ro m is in g

h er id en tity  in  C h ris t. T h e  ch u rch

sh o u ld  c a re fu lly  c o n s id e r  su c h

p a rtn e rsh ip s  acco rd in g  to  b ib lica l

p rin c ip le s , le s t it o p en ly  o r tac itly

e n d o rse  a  p o s itio n  c o n tra ry  to

S crip tu re . 

Kevin Carrothers is an attorney
and pastor of Rochester FBC.

The Social Order WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

What does it mean to be “salt” and “light”? Identify specific ministries
in which your church is currently engaged.

Are there other issues in your community that seem unaddressed,
or other aspects of public life that your church could engage?

Name some organizations or agencies that the church could partner
with for the benefit of the community. What would be some benefits
and some challenges of such a cooperative effort?

CONSIDER THIS                        

Life is precious

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

1

2

3

Think about it:

1. In our culture, what evidence
do you see that life often isn’t
viewed as precious?

2. What ministries in your commu-
nity help mothers-to-be who are
making difficult decisions? How
can your church support them?

For personal study or group discussion

– With reporting by Baptist Press, ERLC

The Unborn

– From Operation Rescue and the SBC’s

Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission.  

By age 45, at least

1.2 million

CP WORKS

still

Our denomination’s statement of faith is called “The Baptist Faith & Message.” It was updated in 2000 and adopted by elected
messengers who attended the SBC’s annual meeting that year. Adopting the BF&M is the voluntary choice of each local church. 

unborn babies have been aborted.

abortions in the

U.S. every year.

Every day 3,300 
women wake up with an
unplanned pregnancy.

According to Operation Rescue,
half of all pregnancies in the
U.S. are unintended. Of those,
4 in 10 are terminated.

1,000 230,000

Pregnancy Resource Centers, an
alternative to abortion advocates and
providers, assists 6,500 people daily
with pregnancy and sex-related issues. 

Since the Roe v. Wade
ruling by the U.S.
Supreme Court
legalizing abortion in 1973, 

57.6 million 

There are approximately 

one-third 

free ultrasounds to pregnant women
considering abortion in 2010, to allow
them to see their unborn babies. 

PRCs offered 

As a result, many choose life
for their children. 

of American women will have had
at least one abortion.
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