
“Going to  G reenville  is like sit-

ting  in  your church w ith  a group of

lad ies fo r B ib le  study, o r in  your

hom e,” says K aren Schem erhorn .

She’s not talking about the quaint

Illino is  tow n . “G reenv ille”  is

G reenv ille  Federa l P rison , w here

Schem erhorn  and  o thers from  her

church m inister to  wom en who are

incarcerated .

B ethel B ap tist C hurch  in  Troy,

w here Schem erhorn  is a  m em ber,

is  one Illino is B ap tist church  that

has d iscovered  the  g rea t need  in

prisons. There are others, all across

the state. 

In  Chicagoland, B roadview  M is-

sionary  B ap tist C hurch  does

m onthly  m inistry  at a  state  prison

and  a t C ook  C oun ty  Ja il. A nd  in

sou thern  Illino is , P asto r B ryce

Parks and L ivingStone Community

Church  started  an  ou treach  a  few

years ago at a  federal penitentiary

in  M arion, leading a B ible study in

the prison’s boot cam p-like annex. 

Three  m onths after it s ta rted ,

Parks sa id , the  m in istry  a lready

had been a trem endous b lessing to

their church. In itially, they thought

it w ou ld  be  an  evangelistic  ou t-

reach, but the m onthly  B ible study

m inistry  has been  m ore about en-

courag ing  believers in side  the

prison.

“A lot of them  have am azing tes-

tim onies of how  God brought them

to  the  p rison  and  rea lly  show ed

them  a b igger side of w ho H e is,”

Parks sa id  in  the  m in istry ’s  early

days.

In  G reenville , Schem erhorn  w as

already  a  leader in  her church’s

prison  m in istry  w hen  a  new  need

arose: A wom an in  the G reenville

B ible study adm itted that she’d had

an abortion  and never to ld  anyone.

She w as going to  be released soon,

and  needed  care , counseling , and

som eone to  listen .

Schem erhorn  w as just the  righ t

person . A g raduate  o f B ethel’s

“Surrendering  the  Secre t”  p ro -

g ram , she  understood  w ell the

woman’s pain, and has since taught

several classes on  abortion  recov-

ery  inside the prison.

The curriculum  she uses is full of

Scrip tu re  abou t G od’s m ercy  and

his desire for your freedom .

“A s you’re  free ing  yourse lf

and  ‘su rrendering  the  secre t,’”

Schem erhorn  said , “you’re  filling

yourself up  w ith  God. A nd you’re

allow ing him  to  fill you, instead of

guilt and sham e.

“You’re able to  look at h im  now,

when you couldn’t look at h is face

before.”

For m ore inform ation  on  prison

m in istry  opportun ities  o r re-

sources, con tac t IBSA’s C hurch

R esources Team  at (217) 391-

3138.

It took the kids on Cebu Island several days to  w arm

up  to  the  Am erican  vo lun teers w ho  cam e to  the ir

schoo l. The team  of w orkers from  G race  Sou thern

Baptist Church in  Virden w ere there to  m ake repairs

to  a  w all and  som e ceilings dam aged  in  a  2013  ty -

phoon, but they also  w anted  to  get to  know  the chil-

dren  and their teachers.

“Their b ig  th ing  w as vo lleyball; they  love vo lley-

ball,”  volunteer A ndrea H ammond said  of the k ids on

this island in  the Philippines. “And so  w e would  take

a little  break from  our heavy duty  work and go p lay

volleyball.”

The shyness abated  throughout the w eek, “and then

we all cried  the last day,” said  H ammond, w hose hus-

band, Jimmy, pastors the Virden church.

H er team  is one of four m ission groups from  Illinois

who have gone to  the Philippines to  help  rebuild  after

Typhoon H aiyan. Baptist G lobal Response, a m inistry

partner of the In ternational M ission Board , has facili-

tated  the team s from  Illinois and m any other states to

build  houses from  the ground up and also restore hope

in  p laces like To Ong E lem entary  School.

Every morning when the volunteers arrived, the kids

would  greet them  by taking their hands and bringing

them  up to their own foreheads. This gesture of respect

set the tone for the w eek, as H ammond and her team -

m ates got to  know  the k ids and their principal, w hose

last nam e, fittingly, is “Pastor.” 

“She is a  Christian  wom an,” H ammond said , “and

so she allowed us to  com e in  and share the gospel, and

anything w e w anted to  share about Jesus. We had an

opportunity  to  share it w ith  the students, as w ell as the

teachers.”

The week ended w ith a thank-you celebration where

the children  sang songs and presented  the volunteers

w ith  g ifts— surfboard-shaped pen holders for the m en

and purses for the wom en on the team .

The beauty  of the island and the graciousness of the

people are two things H ammond rem embers w ell, and

also  the great sp iritual need on Cebu.

“They are in  need of the Lord , and I th ink that they

are ready to  hear the Word, but, you know, there are

not enough workers.

“We need m ore workers in  the field .”

Illin o is  church  builds  frien dsh ips  in  the  Philippin es

Church behind bars

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

Location: S t .  C h a r l e s ,  K a n e  a n d  D u P a g e  C o u n t i e s

Focus: F a m i l i e s  i n  t h i s  C h i c a g o  s u b u r b a n  c o m m u n i t y

Characteristics: T h i s  a r e a  i s  h o m e  t o  a  f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d  c u l t u r e

w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 , 0 0 0  h o u s e h o l d s ,  3 6 %  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  c h i l d r e n

u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 .  

Prayer needs: T h a t  G o d  w o u l d  r a i s e  u p  p e o p l e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h i s

c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  l e a d  t h e m  t o  C h r i s t  a n d  H i s  s a v i n g  g r a c e .

mission illinois
Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

We serve in … the Pacific Rim
C h i l d r e n  a t  T o  O n g  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  t h a n k

v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  G r a c e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  f o r  h e l p i n g  r e b u i l d

t h e i r  s c h o o l  a f t e r  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  t y p h o o n .  

What are you doing on
Wednesday nights?

A series from the Illinois Baptist • Vol. 19

Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

T h i s  i s  t h e  1 9 t h  i n  o u r  2 0 - p a r t

s e r i e s .  T h a t  m e a n s  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e

e s s a y s  o n  The Baptist Faith &
Message a r e  r e a d y  f o r  u s e  i n  a  n e w

m e m b e r s  c l a s s ,  s m a l l  g r o u p ,  o r  d o c -

t r i n e  s t u d y .  L o o k  o n l i n e  a n d  d o w n -

l o a d  t h e  s e t .  W e ’ v e  b u n d l e d  t h e m  f o r

e a s y  p r i n t i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

B y  t h e  w a y :  I f  y o u  n e e d  c o p i e s

o f  The BF&M (2000), t h e y  c a n  b e

d o w n l o a d e d  t o o ,  o r  I B S A  w i l l  p r o v i d e

t h e m  f o r  y o u r  n e w  s t u d y  g r o u p .

LisaSergent@IBSA.org 

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  e a r t h l y  m i n i s t r y ,  J e s u s  w e n t  t o  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  i n  N a z a r e t h

w h e r e  h e  g r e w  u p  a n d  r e a d  f r o m  t h e  s c r o l l .  H e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  f u l f i l l i n g

I s a i a h ’ s  p r o p h e c y  o f  a  S p i r i t - l e d  m i n i s t r y  d e c l a r i n g  f r e e d o m  f o r  c a p t i v e s  a n d

l i b e r t y  f o r  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  ( L u k e  4 : 1 6 - 1 8 ) .  H i s  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y

r e j e c t e d  b y  h i s  l i f e - l o n g  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  t h e y  d r o v e  “ J o s e p h ’ s  s o n ”  o u t  o f  t o w n .  

D o i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  J e s u s  i s  d a n g e r o u s  e v e n  t o d a y ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s

a r e  f r e e d  a n d  t h o s e  b o u n d  b y  s i n  a r e  u n s h a c k l e d .  B u t  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  w e ’ r e  c a l l e d

t o  d o .  A n d  e v e r y  t i m e  s o m e o n e  h e a r s  t h e  g o s p e l  a n d  b e l i e v e s ,  i t  h a p p e n s  a g a i n .   

A  s i n n e r  i s  s e t  f r e e .  

A n g e l s  c e l e b r a t e .

C a n  a n y  e v e n t  m o r e  j o y f u l ?

T h i s  i s  a  2 0 - p a r t  s t u d y  o n  t h e  b a s i c

b e l i e f s  a n d  m i s s i o n s  o f  o u r  d e n o m i -

n a t i o n .  I t  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  n e w  b e l i e v -

e r s ,  n e w  B a p t i s t s ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o

w a n t  a  r e f r e s h e r .  C l i p  i t  o u t  o f  t h e

n e w s p a p e r ,  f o l d  i n t o  a  f o u r - p a g e

l e a f l e t ,  a n d  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e

w h o  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  i n f o r m a -

t i o n .  Y o u  m i g h t  e v e n  l e a d  a  s t u d y .

B - 1 0 1  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r :

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

M a k e  a s  m a n y  p h o t o c o p i e s  a s  y o u

n e e d  f o r  s t u d y  g r o u p s ,  c h u r c h

m e m b e r s ,  a n d  w o r s h i p  a t t e n d e r s .   

O r  d o w n l o a d  t h e  P D F s  a t

www.IBSA.org/B101. 

P r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  t h e

Illinois Baptist:  E r i c  R e e d ,  M e r e d i t h  F l y n n ,

L i s a  S e r g e n t .  D e s i g n e d  b y  K r i s  K e l l .

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

Look for B-101 in
every issue!

FREEDOM              

– Meredith Flynn



From  offices in  Washington,

D .C ., and N ashville , Tenn., the

E th ics and  R elig ious L iberty

Comm ission  serves as the

Southern  Baptist Convention’s

m ain  vo ice  on  socia l, m oral

and eth ical issues.  

T he  en tity  ac tually  da tes

back to  1913, w hen the Social

Serv ice  C omm ission  w as

founded  to  address

“various socia l con-

cerns and causes in  a

m ore  system atic

fash ion ,”  w rites h is-

to rian  S tephen  D ou-

glas W ilson.

O f course , those  con-

cerns and  causes have  sh ifted

over tim e. Baptists in the 1920s

would  probably  be shocked to

hear that redefining m arriage is

the current hot topic. S ince tak-

ing office in  2013, ERLC  Pres-

iden t R usse ll M oore  has

spoken  ou t frequen tly  on  be-

half o f b ib lica l m arriage  and

other positions valued by Bap-

tis ts  and  m any  in  the  w ider

Christian  w orld : re lig ious lib -

erty, sexual pu rity, and  rac ia l

reconciliation , to  nam e a few.

The ERLC ’s m ission  is  fo -

cused  on  local churches— to

help  them  “understand  the

m oral dem ands o f the  gospel,

app ly  C hristian  p rinc ip les to

m oral and social problem s and

questions of public policy, and

to  promote relig ious liberty  in

cooperation  w ith  the churches

and other Southern  Baptist en-

tities.”

O n  its  w ebsite , the  ERLC

publishes issue  b riefs  and

church  bulletin  inserts on  top-

ics including m arriage, capital

punishm ent, gam bling , hom o-

sexuality, hunger, and the sanc-

tity  of hum an life. 

The agency  a lso  w orks to

develop leaders through a lead-

ersh ip  netw ork  and  annual

summ its designed to  assist pas-

to rs  and  o thers w ho  are  nav i-

gating  socia l change, and

leading their church through it

too . Social m edia resources—

including the Canon & Culture
blog and M oore’s Questions &
Ethics podcast— offer real-life
counsel on  curren t even ts and

issues.

The ERLC  also  in terac ts

w ith  leg isla tion  and  court

cases, recen tly  issu ing

“friend  o f the  court”

b riefs  against a

healthcare  m andate

that w ou ld  requ ire

em ployers to  cover

a b o r t i o n - i n d u c i n g

drugs, and on the value

of traditional m arriage to

fam ilies and society.

U nderly ing  every th ing  is  a

dependence  on  w hat M oore

calls “convictional k indness.” 

“We w ill stand w ith  convic-

tion , and w e’ll contend, as the

prophets and apostles did in the

public square, against injustice,

bu t w e’ll do  so  w ith  a  tone

shaped  by  the  G ospel, w ith  a

convictional k indness that rec-

ogn izes tha t ou r enem ies are

no t persons o f flesh  and

b lood ,”  he  sa id  in  h is  firs t

ERLC  report to  the  Sou thern

Baptist Convention .

“O ur enem ies are  inv isib le

p rincipalities  and  pow ers

the Scrip tures say  are in  the air

around us. We oppose demons;

we don’t demonize opponents.”

Read Article 17 of The Bap-
tist Faith & Message (2000),
“Religious Liberty,” at
IBSA.org/B101.

Picture a seesaw. On one side is

the governm ent; in  our Am erican

context, these are people elected to

lead  the  coun try, m ake law s, and

enforce them .

On the o ther end  of the seesaw

is the church . W ith  a capital “C .”

These are believers in  Jesus, called

to  be holy, set apart, and to  live by

the  gu idelines se t fo rth  in  Scrip -

ture.

If you’re like m e, you’re seeing

that seesaw  as never be ing  com -

pletely even. One side rises and the

other sinks. That side scores a v ic-

to ry, and  the  opposite  end  com es

back to earth. We so often view  the

concerns o f the  governm ent and

the concerns of the church as being

at odds w ith  one  ano ther. A t its

best, the relationship  is g ive-and-

take. A t worst, it’s all-out d isaster.

B u t The Baptist Faith & Mes-
sage tells a  d ifferent story. Indeed,
bo th  sides have  responsib ilities .

“The sta te  ow es to  every  church

protection  and fu ll freedom  in  the

pursuit of its sp iritual ends,” says

The BF&M. It also  has no right to
im pose penalties or taxes based on

relig ion. 

For its part, “The church should

no t reso rt to  the  c iv il pow er to

carry  on  its  w ork . The gospel o f

C hrist con tem pla tes sp iritua l

m eans alone for the pursu it o f its

ends.”

In the Scripture passages that ac-

com pany  A rtic le  17  on  R elig ious

L iberty, w e see that G od’s call to

the Christian  to  not to  w in in  battle

against the governm ent, but to  re-

spect those in  power, so  that they

m ight be won to  faith  in  Christ.

“Conduct yourselves honorably

am ong  the  G en tiles , so  tha t in  a

case where they speak against you

as those who do what is evil, they

w ill, by  observ ing  your good

works, g lorify  G od on  the day  of

visitation” (1  Peter 2 :12, HCSB).

A nd  the  A postle  Pau l w arned

against a  certain  k ind of flaunting

of the liberty  found in  Christ: “For

you w ere called  to  be free, broth-

ers; only  don’t use th is freedom  as

an  opportun ity  fo r the  flesh , bu t

serve  one  ano ther th rough  love”

(G alatians 5 :13).

A long  w ith  estab lish ing  a  w in -

som e, redem ptive  in fluence  w ith

elected  officials, show ing respect,

hum ility  and prayerfulness tow ard

them  has o ther benefits : It “si-

lences the  ignorance  o f foo lish

people” (1  Peter 2 :15); leads to  a

“tranquil and quiet life” (1  Tim o-

thy 2 :2); and rem inds us of G od’s

ultim ate authority  (Jam es 4 :12).

It’s not always easy though, is it?

C onsider recen t exam ples o f

Christians whose relig ious liberty

appeared  in fringed  upon  by  the ir

governm ent: A Washington florist

w as sued  (and  subsequen tly  lost)

for refusing to  provide floral serv-

ices for a  sam e-sex w edding.

In  Houston, the serm ons of pas-

tors w ho led  a cam paign against a

p ro -LGBT city  o rd inance  w ere

subpoenaed. The m ayor later w ith-

drew  the subpoenas am idst outcry

from  Christians around the coun-

try, but the ordinance w as later ap-

proved by the city  council.

We don’t see  these  challenges

p lay  ou t ju st in  the  courts  o r in

governm ent m eetings. Ever m ore

often , C hristians in  the  spo tligh t

are mocked for their view s on m ar-

riage, pro-life issues, and a host of

o ther top ics w e don’t ta lk  abou t

over Thanksgiving d inner.

W hat, then, is the Christian’s re-

sponse  w hen  th ings just don’t

seem  fair? N ot to  shrink  back, the

B ible advises, but to  respond in the

sam e respectfu l, loving m anner as

when there is no  obvious conflict.

If w e have indeed been set free

by Jesus (John 8:36), h is Spirit at

work in  the Christian  should  allow

the tricky balance between convic-

tion  and  hum ility. B elievers in

Christ a re  ca lled  to  rem em ber

w hose  e ternal k ingdom  they  be-

long to , w hile also  acknow ledging

“there is no  authority  except from

God, and those that exist are insti-

tu ted  by God” (Rom ans 13:1).

Even  w hen  tha t acknow ledge-

m ent leads to  persecution .

“And who w ill harm  you if you

are  deep ly  comm itted  to  w hat is

good?”  Peter asks in  h is  le tte r to

dispersed Christians. “But even if

you  shou ld  su ffer fo r righ teous-

ness, you are b lessed. D o not fear

what they fear or be d isturbed, but

honor the M essiah  as Lord  in  your

hearts. A lw ays be ready to  g ive a

defense  to  anyone w ho  asks you

for a reason for the hope that is in

you” (1  Peter 3 :13-15).

Meredith Flynn is managing
editor of the Illinois B aptist news-
paper.

Religious LibertyWHATWE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

CONSIDER THIS                        

voice in the public square

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

1

2

3

Think about it:

1. D e f i n e  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  D o  y o u

h a v e  i t ?  H a s  y o u r  f r e e d o m  e v e r

b e e n  i n f r i n g e d  u p o n  b e c a u s e  o f

y o u r  b e l i e f s ?

2. S h o u l d  C h r i s t i a n s  t a k e  a

p u b l i c  s t a n d  o n  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s

m a r r i a g e ,  a b o r t i o n ,  a n d  

g a m b l i n g ?  W h y  o r  w h y  n o t ?

3. W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  “ c o n v i c t i o n a l

k i n d n e s s ”  l o o k s  l i k e  i n  y o u r  e v e r y -

d a y  l i f e ?

For personal study or group discussion

– With information from Baptist Press
and ERLC.com

– BPNews.net, ERLC.com, SBC LIFE, SBC.net
Our denomination’s statement of faith is called “The Baptist Faith & Message.” It was updated in 2000 and adopted by elected
messengers who attended the SBC’s annual meeting that year. Adopting the BF&M is the voluntary choice of each local church. 

100 years
of speaking up

• Radio broadcast

of church services

• Prohibition of alcohol

• Violence in movies

The Southern

Baptist Social

Service Commission is founded.

Early issues:

The Commission is later renamed:

Christian Life Commission (1953)

Ethics and Religious Liberty
Commission (1997)

T h e  R o e  v .  W a d e  v e r d i c t  i n  1973 f i n d s  S o u t h e r n

B a p t i s t s  “ e i t h e r  u n i n f o r m e d  o r  m i s g u i d e d — a n d  s u b s e -

q u e n t l y  u n e n g a g e d , ”  l e a d e r s  w o u l d  s a y  4 0  y e a r s  l a t e r .

S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  s o o n  r e - f o u n d  t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i v e

f o o t i n g .  A  s t r o n g  p r o - l i f e  s t a n c e  e m e r g e d .

1913: 

Read Article 17 on Religious Liberty. What is the most difficult part for
you to understand or accept? Why?

Discuss one of the recent religious liberty cases mentioned above,
or another you’ve read about the news. How would you react if accused
of discrimination because of your religious beliefs?

Read Philippians 3:20. How can Christians reconcile being citizens in two
“kingdoms,” our current home on earth, and our future home in heaven?

Formation of Baptist
Joint Conference

Committee on Public Relations,
which includes the SBC

1946: 

Richard Land begins
25 years as president

of the SBC’s ethics entity. Three
years later, the SBC parts ways
with the BJC over major political
differences.

1988: 

• Sanctity of human life
• Same-sex marriage
• Religious persecution 

Major issues:

Russell Moore i s  a p p o i n t e d  E R L C  P r e s i d e n t  i n  2 0 1 3 ,

b r i n g i n g  a  f o c u s  o n  “ c o n v i c t i o n a l  k i n d n e s s ”  a n d

a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  s h i f t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  t h r e a t e n

r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .


