
S om etim es, little  th ings happen

that m ay  seem  insign ifican t, bu t

later, G od reveals h is p lan .

“M y A unt M arg ie  ca lls  them

‘G od-w inks,’” said  C arla D onoho

of B ap tist C h ild ren ’s H om e and

F am ily  S erv ices. D onoho  d irec ts

the agency’s A ngels’ C ove M ater-

n ity  C en ter, w here  young  m om s

and m om s-to-be are provided w ith

a  p lace  to  live , counseling , and  a

host of o ther resources.

A ngels’ C ove, located  in  M t.

Vernon, also provides adoption and

foster care  serv ices. It’s  one  key

part of B C H FS, w hich offers resi-

den tia l care  fo r k ids and  operates

10  P athw ays counseling  o ffices.

B C H FS is headquartered in  C arm i.

“We con tinually  w itness G od’s

g reat w ork  th rough  H is peop le ,”

D onoho said . “T here are m any ex-

am ples th rough  the  years, som e

just m ake you  sm ile— others are

life changing.”

S he rem em bers one  even ing

w hen  the  g irls  a t A ngels’ C ove

w ere w orking on a project and ran

ou t o f the  z ip -top  bags they

needed . Just then , a  w om an  rang

the doorbell. “O h, I’m  so  sorry  to

stop  by  so  la te , bu t I have  been

hau ling  these  supp lies in  m y  car

and I just need to  drop them  off,”

she  sa id . A m ong  her donations

w ere several boxes of zip-top bags.

“O ur housem other, D ora  R iley,

w atches for these w inks,” D onoho

said . “S he a lw ays know s w hen  a

large food donation  com es to  A n-

gels’ C ove, w e can  expect an  in -

crease in  referrals.”

Four years ago  a  form er house-

m other, Sherry  Johnson, w as bur-

dened  by  the  lack  o f b ib lica l

paren ting  instruction  fo r young

m om s and dads. A w om an nam ed

Tena D aw son cam e by the A ngels’

C ove office and said  G od had been

lead ing  her to  vo lun teer. W hen

asked w hat her in terests w ere, she

rep lied , “Well, I ju st re tired  as a

paren ting  teacher a t the  h igh

school.” 

“G oosebum ps ran  dow n m y

arm s as I exp la ined  to  Tena our

d ream  fo r the  com m unity  paren t-

ing  program ,” D onoho said . “Four

years later, every Tuesday night w e

have over 100 young m om s, dads,

children  and volunteers w ho com e

together for B ible study, parenting

classes, and children’s classes.”

A t the foundation of the m inistry

of A ngels’ C ove is the desire to  in-

troduce C hrist and H is purpose to

each w om an, D onoho said . “M any

tim es they  com e to  us w ounded

and broken. R egardless of their re-

lig ious background  o r be lief, it

doesn’t take long before they w it-

ness G od’s fa ith fu lness to  them

and our program  through h is pro-

vision  and his people.  

“O ne w ink after another, G od re-

veals his faithfulness to  them  w hen

they  accep t and  g ive  the ir lives

over to  h im .”

For more information, go to
www.BCHFS.com. 

K evin  C annon  says he  ran  from

G od’s call to  plant a church for a re-

ally  long tim e.

“It’s a  trem endous responsib ility

I believe w hen  you  p lan t a  church

or you  becom e a  pasto r,”  he  says.

“It’s  m ore  than  just p reach ing  on

Sunday. You have to  be actively  in-

volved in  people’s lives.”

D riven  by  a  desire  to  bu ild  au -

thentic relationships, and by a call-

ing  that fo llow ed him  from  place to

p lace  un til the  C annons landed  in

the  M idw est n ine  years ago , he  is

now  pastor of Perfecting Faith  M in-

istry. The six-year-old  church m eets

every Sunday at the headquarters of

the M etro  E ast B aptist A ssociation

in  Sw ansea.

C annon, h is w ife, R uth , and their

sons L em uel and E zra, also  m ake it

a  practice to  invite people to  d inner

a t the ir hom e in  nearby  F airv iew

H eigh ts. H e’s try ing  to  change the

th ink ing  tha t pasto rs are  un touch-

able, or that they don’t have issues.

“We’re hum an beings just like them ,” C annon says.

“A nd w e go  through th ings, and  w e can  w ork  it ou t

together.”

T he C annons are  no  strangers to  transition . R u th

w as stationed w ith  the U .S . N avy in  G uam , N ashville,

Tenn., and San D iego before the fam ily  m oved to  the

M etro  E ast area alm ost a  decade ago.

K ev in  w as help ing  w ith  the  w eek ly

gospel service at Scott A ir Force B ase

w hen, “I started getting that tug on m y

spirit that it w as tim e.” 

Perfecting Faith eventually launched

at a  F airv iew  H eigh ts  ho te l, in  a  re-

g ion  w here  D irec to r o f M issions

R onny  C arro ll estim ates 35-40%  of

people are unchurched.

T his sum m er, w ith  the help  of v is-

iting  m ission  team s, the  church  w ill

launch an  outreach cam paign that in-

cludes door-to-door v isits and  sports

cam ps for k ids. 

In  preparation for the projects, C an-

non recently  preached a serm on series

on  “G od , race , and  oneness,”  m ean t

“ to  p repare  the  peop le  to  m ake su re

they’re  ready  to  receive  peop le  that

do not look like them .”

H is church is 92%  A frican A m eri-

can , C annon  says, w h ile  the ir com -

m unity  is  76%  C aucasian . T he

serm on  series w as designed  to  en -

courage inclusiv ity  at Perfecting  Faith , as they reach

out to  their neighbors.

“T his is about build ing G od’s k ingdom  one life at a

tim e, and the church needs to  reflect w hat G od’s king-

dom  looks like.”

On -the -m o ve  fam ily fin ds  m iss io n  in  the  suburbs

Sharing Go d’s  lo ve  w ith  kids  and fam ilie s

ILLINOIS IN SIGHT

Location: B e a r d s t o w n

Focus: T o g o l e s e  &  C o n g o l e s e  p e o p l e

Characteristics: M a n y  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  f r o m  w e s t e r n

A f r i c a  h a v e  m a d e  t h e i r  w a y  t o  t h e  U . S . ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  a r e

f i n d i n g  a  h o m e  i n  r u r a l  I l l i n o i s .

Pray: T h a t  w e  c a n  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e i r  u n i q u e  n e e d s  a n d

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  g o s p e l  t h r o u g h  o u r  a c t i o n s  a n d  l o v i n g

w o r d s  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

mission illinois
Pray for a new church

– From the IBSA Church Planting Team

We serve in … the Metro East
Kevin Cannon a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  p l a n t e d

P e r f e c t i n g  F a i t h  M i n i s t r y  s i x  y e a r s  a g o  t o

r e a c h  p e o p l e  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  o n  t h e  I l l i -

n o i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  m e t r o  r e g i o n .

What are you doing on
Wednesday nights?

A series from the Illinois Baptist • Vol. 20

Basics for baptists
who we are what we believe

how we serve

T h i s  i s  t h e  2 0 t h  i n  o u r  2 0 - p a r t

s e r i e s .  T h a t  m e a n s  a l l  t h e  e s s a y s  o n

The Baptist Faith & Message a r e

r e a d y  f o r  u s e  i n  a  n e w  m e m b e r s

c l a s s ,  s m a l l  g r o u p ,  o r  d o c t r i n e  s t u d y .

L o o k  o n l i n e  a n d  d o w n l o a d  t h e  s e t .

W e ’ v e  b u n d l e d  t h e m  f o r  e a s y  p r i n t i n g

a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

B y  t h e  w a y :  I f  y o u  n e e d  c o p i e s

o f  The BF&M (2000), t h e y  c a n  b e

d o w n l o a d e d  t o o ,  o r  I B S A  w i l l  p r o v i d e

t h e m  f o r  y o u r  n e w  s t u d y  g r o u p .

LisaSergent@IBSA.org 

G o d ’ s  f a m i l y  i s  g r o w i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  B u t  h o w  d o e s  i t  g r o w ?  B y  a d o p t i o n .

W e  s o m e t i m e s  t a l k  a b o u t  “ b i o l o g i c a l  g r o w t h ”  i n  c h u r c h e s .  B y  t h a t ,  w e  m e a n

t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  c u r r e n t  c h u r c h  f a m i l i e s  w h o  c o m e  t o  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  b u t

t e c h n i c a l l y ,  t h e r e ’ s  n o  b i o l o g i c a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d .  

“ G o d  s e n t  H i s  S o n …  t o  r e d e e m  t h o s e  u n d e r  t h e  l a w ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m i g h t

r e c e i v e  a d o p t i o n  a s  s o n s ”  ( G a l a t i a n s  4 : 4 - 5 ) .

E v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  b e c o m e s  p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y  i s  a d o p t e d  i n  w h e n  t h e y

p r o f e s s  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  ( J o h n  1 : 1 2 ) .

T h a t ’ s  w h y  f a i t h - s h a r i n g  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s .  W e ’ r e  a l l

a d o p t e d .  A n d  i f  o t h e r s  a r e  t o  j o i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  i t  w i l l  b e  w h e n  t h e y ’ r e  a d o p t e d  i n ,

a f t e r  s o m e o n e  t e l l s  t h e m  h o w .  

T h i s  i s  a  2 0 - p a r t  s t u d y  o n  t h e  b a s i c

b e l i e f s  a n d  m i s s i o n s  o f  o u r  d e n o m i -

n a t i o n .  I t  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  n e w  b e l i e v -

e r s ,  n e w  B a p t i s t s ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o

w a n t  a  r e f r e s h e r .  C l i p  i t  o u t  o f  t h e

n e w s p a p e r ,  f o l d  i n t o  a  f o u r - p a g e

l e a f l e t ,  a n d  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e

w h o  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  i n f o r m a -

t i o n .  Y o u  m i g h t  e v e n  l e a d  a  s t u d y .

B - 1 0 1  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r :

• New members classes

• Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

• Exploration of doctrines in
The Baptist Faith & Message

M a k e  a s  m a n y  p h o t o c o p i e s  a s  y o u

n e e d  f o r  s t u d y  g r o u p s ,  c h u r c h

m e m b e r s ,  a n d  w o r s h i p  a t t e n d e r s .   

O r  d o w n l o a d  t h e  P D F s  a t

www.IBSA.org/B101. 

P r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  t h e

Illinois Baptist:  E r i c  R e e d ,  M e r e d i t h  F l y n n ,

L i s a  S e r g e n t .  D e s i g n e d  b y  K r i s  K e l l .

ABOUT B-101

Clip and Share B-101 with
Pastors
Church staffDiscipleship leadersMissions leaders New members

CONSIDER YOURSELF…ONE OF THE FAMILY                                                               

– Meredith Flynn



T he you th  g roup  from  a

church  I served  is  p lann ing  a

reun ion  th is  sum m er. (T hey

w ere youth  in  the 1970s, so  it’s

been  a  w hile .) T hey  have  a

Facebook page for the reunion.

“D oes anyone rem em ber tha t

song  w e sang  abou t w it-

nesses?”  one  long-ago  you th

asked. “W hat w as it called?”

“‘W itnesses,’” another gray-

haired  youth  responded. 

It w as called  “W itnesses.”

I rem em ber the  song , be-

cause w hen I w as pastor of that

church  20  years after those

youth  had graduated , w e w ere

still s ing ing  the  an them  from

the  o rig inal dog-eared  pages

because  it had  becom e a  fa-

vorite  o f the  church . It w as a

m usical setting  of A cts 1 :8 : 

“B ut ye shall receive pow er,

after tha t the  H oly  G host is

com e upon you: and ye shall be

w itnesses un to  m e bo th  in

Jerusa lem , and  in  a ll Judaea ,

and  in  S am aria , and  un to  the

utterm ost part of the earth .”

W itnesses, se t to  a  m em o-

rable tune. B ut m ore im portant,

it’s a  rem arkable prom ise from

Jesus h im self, and a d istinctive

com m itm ent fo r evangelica ls ,

including Southern  B aptists. 

A s m issionaries in  our cu l-

ture, w e are to  be w itnesses of

our fa ith  in  Jesus C hrist. A nd

w e are expected  to  seek oppor-

tunities to  share the good new s

of salvation .  

B ut here’s the problem . O ur

statistics say  w e don’t. 

For every  person baptized  in

a  S ou thern  B ap tist church  in

2013 , there  w ere  50  m em bers

on the ro ll. 

T hrough  the  years, w e’ve

tried  a  series o f w itnessing

p lans, a ll designed  to  encour-

age regular fo lks to  share their

fa ith  w ith  o thers— because

that’s  how  it’s  supposed  to

w ork, right? 

We used  the  R om ans R oad ,

the Four Spiritual L aw s, and a

varie ty  o f trac ts  invo lv ing

chairs and bridges. 

We held  L ay  E vangelism

Schools in  the 1960s and  70s.

We em braced E vangelism  E x-

p losion  in  the  1980s and  la ter

adapted  our ow n SB C  version,

ca lled  C on tinu ing  W itness

Train ing. (I m em orized the en-

tire 45-m inute presentation, but

never once  ou tside  the  c lass-

room  did  I get to  share all the

points and subpoints.) 

T hat w as fo llow ed  by

FA IT H , an  acronym  fo r an

evangelism  plan tied directly to

S unday  schoo l g row th . We

canvassed  our ne ighborhoods

and  conducted  door-to -door

su rveys using  m ission  team s

and teens and church m em bers. 

A nd now, the latest SB C  w it-

nessing plan involves three cir-

cles draw n on a napkin . (It’s a

good  one , very  sim ple  g iven

the lim ited  space on  a napkin .

It w on’t take 45 m inutes.) 

T he purpose of a ll o f th is is

to  get people to  do  w hat com es

naturally : talk . 

Talk  abou t your life  befo re

you  m et Jesus and  since  you

m et Jesus. 

A nd all these plans and tracts

are sim ply  tools in  the toolbox:

the Scrip tures that explain  the

p lan  o f sa lvation . B u t the

greater too l w e have  is  ou r

pow er source, the H oly  Spirit. 

F ear m ay  be  the  reason  it

takes 50  S ou thern  B ap tists  to

b ring  one  new  believer to  the

bap tistry, bu t a ll Jesus asks is

that w e tell the story— his and

ours.

Read Article 18 of The Bap-
tist Faith & Message (2000),
at IBSA.org/B101.

T he final article of our denom i-

nation ’s sta tem en t o f fa ith  ad -

dresses several hot button issues in

our socie ty  today, the  m ost obv i-

ous being sam e-sex m arriage, gen-

der ro les, and abortion .

T he positions expressed  in  th is

sta tem en t sum m arize  w hat the

C hurch  has understood  to  be  the

B ib le’s  teach ing  fo r the  past tw o

m illenn ia . W hy  are  they  increas-

ing ly  con troversia l, even  am ong

som e se lf-iden tified  C hristians

today? T he answ er lies in  our cul-

ture’s m ost cherished, yet often un-

recognized, princip le.

I recen tly  heard  a  pub lic  rad io

report p iece  on  C hina in  the  21st

century. It quoted  the statistic  that

since  the  im plem enta tion  o f

C hina’s one  ch ild  po licy  there

have been upw ards of 300 m illion

abortions in  that country. S tagger-

ing! T hen it to ld  the heart-w rench-

ing story of one w om an w ho failed

to  get the proper perm its and w as

forced by the governm ent to  have

an  abortion . T he new s report’s

tone  w as one  o f m oral ou trage .

A nd rightfu lly  so .

T his got m e to  th inking: W hy is

it tha t the  m ainstream  Western

m edia  w ou ld  never p roduce  a

piece w ith  the sam e indignation  at

the over 50 m illion abortions in the

U .S . since R oe v. Wade? 

F rom  our vantage poin t w e can

clearly  see the issue w ith  their sta-

tism  (m aking the governm ent in to

a  god). B u t w e are  com ple te ly

b lind  to  the  equally  ev il p rob lem

of our ind iv idualism  (m ak ing  an

ido l o f m e and  m y  ow n personal

rights and preferences). O ur pres-

ent Western  culture represents in-

div idualism  run am ok.

T his u ltim ate value of individu-

alism  explains w hy w e can legally

cite  a  private right to  choose as a

leg itim ate  reason  to  k ill. It’s  no

surprise  that in  an  a tm osphere  o f

self-pro tection  and  self-assertion ,

concep ts such  as servan t leader-

sh ip  and  subm ission  becom e ab-

su rd  and  o ffensive . A nd  because

w e have m ade personal sa tisfac-

tion  an  entitlem ent, w e cannot to l-

erate any boundaries placed on our

sexual expression.

H ow ever, the  B ib le  p resen ts  a

thorough ly  d ifferen t w orldv iew

than that of Western individualism .

F irst o ff, w e are  crea ted  by  G od

and for G od (R om . 11:36). N either

self nor anyth ing  else  can  be ele-

vated to the place of central im por-

tance . W hen  tha t happens th ings

fall apart. Secondly, w e w ere cre-

a ted  to  be  in  com m unity, no t as

iso la ted  ind iv iduals  (G en . 2 :18).

O ur behav io r affec ts  m ore  than

just ourselves. We are accountable

to  G od and others.

G od’s Word  is  c lear tha t m ar-

riage is supposed to  be heterosex-

ual, m onogam ous, and  life-long

(see , fo r exam ple , M att. 19 :3 -9 ).

T he B ib le  is  c lear tha t m en  and

w om en are equal in  value yet d is-

tinct in  ro les (e.g ., 1  Peter 3 :1-7).

A nd  S crip tu re  teaches that life  is

valuable and m eant to  be lived in

self-g iv ing  to  o thers. T his m eans,

am ong o ther th ings, that ch ild ren

are to  be seen as a b lessing and not

a  nu isance  tha t inh ib its  m y  free-

dom  (e.g ., Ps. 127:3).

A ll these  positions m ust be  ap-

p lied  to  the  com plex ities  o f life

w ith  grace and  sensitiv ity. In  th is

regard  it is  encourag ing  to  see

S outhern  B aptists tak ing  the lead

in  causes such  as advocating  fo r

adop tion . T here  are  fu rther s teps

w e can  take  to  engage a  b roken

w orld  that suffers the devastating

effec ts  o f d ivorce , gender confu -

sion , abuse, and  o ther trag ic con-

sequences of sin .

A nd sim ply  hold ing  the line on

m oral issues is  no t enough . We

m ust show  our culture the absolute

beau ty  o f a  C hrist w ho  d id  no t

cling  to  h is rights, but lovingly  en-

tered  our m essy  w orld  to  redeem

his peop le  th rough  se lf-sacrifice .

Jesus is the consum m ate husband

pursu ing  h is  b ride , the  C hurch .

A nd H e brings us in to  the Father ’s

fam ily  as ch ild ren  w here w e find

the eternal love, security, and iden-

tity  w e so  despera te ly  ache  fo r.

O nly  d iv ine grace can capture our

hearts  to  w orsh ip  and  obey  h im ,

and free us to  love o thers.

Nathan Carter is pastor of
Immanuel Baptist in Chicago.
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CONSIDER THIS                        

Personal Evangelism

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         
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Think about it:

1. H o w  w o u l d  y o u  d e s c r i b e  y o u r  l i f e

b e f o r e  y o u  k n e w  J e s u s  a n d  a f t e r ?

2. W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  t e l l  s o m e o n e

a b o u t  G o d ’ s  r e c e n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  y o u r

l i f e ?

3. L i s t  3 - 4  v e r s e s  y o u  w o u l d  d i s c u s s

w h e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s a l v a t i o n .  

For personal study or group discussion

– info from North American Mission Board

Our denomination’s statement of faith is called  “The Baptist Faith & Message.” It was updated in 2000 and adopted by elected
messengers who attended the SBC’s annual meeting that year. Adopting the BF&M is the voluntary choice of each local church. 

A full circle
witness

W e  s e e

b r o k e n n e s s  i n

t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t

a l s o  e v i d e n c e

t h a t  t h e r e ’ s

s o m e t h i n g  b i g g e r  t h a n  u s .  G o d ’ s  o r i g i n a l

p u r p o s e ,  o r  d e s i g n ,  f o r  p e o p l e  w a s  t o  w o r s h i p

h i m .  B u t  s i n  s e p a r a t e s  u s  f r o m  h i m .

Life change starts with a conver-
sation. That’s the idea behind the
North American Mission Board’s
“3 Circles” faith-sharing tool.

Step 1:

What does your church do to strengthen marriages, celebrate children,
and at the same time genuinely value singleness as a legitimate calling?
How could it do this even better?

In what ways have you absorbed the individualistic ethos of our culture,
even if you consider yourself socially conservative?

How does the gospel of grace inform the ways that we engage a culture
that is antagonistic to the Bible’s vision of the family?

Sin leads to
brokenness and
separation from
God, and we look
for a way out.

W e  n e e d  a  r e m e d y  f r o m

s i n  a n d  b r o k e n n e s s .  T h e

r e m e d y  i s  J e s u s .  W h e n

w e  r e p e n t  f r o m  o u r  s i n

a n d  b e l i e v e  i n  h i m ,  w e

c a n  b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  a  r i g h t

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .

Watch training videos
on the 3 Circles plan at
www.lifeonmissionbook.com.

The gospel frees us to pursue God’s
design for our lives and for the world
he created.

The whole idea can be sketched
on a napkin or a scrap of paper:

Step 2:

Step 3:

– E r i c  R e e d


