
In some parts of the world, believers in Christ face

abduction, imprisonment, forced labor, even death.

Their churches are raided and destroyed. In many

cases, they’re shunned by their families and treated as

outcasts.

The annual World Watch List released by Open

Doors draws attention to countries where Christians

are persecuted. North Korea tops the most recent list,

followed by Somalia. Nearly all of the other nations

in the “extreme” category are in North Africa and the

Middle East.

The region is home to the world’s smallest Christian

minority, with less than 0.6% of the world’s 2.2 billion

Christians. And the numbers are still declining. In

Syria, for example, there were only 550,000 Christians

in 2013, a 45% decrease from just three years before.

Iraq saw a 66% decline between 2003 and now –

down from 1.5 million Christians to 500,000.

In countries where Islam is the only recognized re-

ligion, sharing the Gospel in an attempt to bring some-

one to faith in Jesus is against the law. Christian

workers in those countries have to find ways to build

relationships and share Jesus when the opportunity

arises. 

One of these workers from Illinois served in a Mus-

lim country where women have few opportunities to

learn new things or even get outside their homes. She

worked at a sewing center where women could come

and work on projects together. Occasionally, the

Christians told Bible stories in Arabic.

Christians were watched closely in her country. She

saw several of her friends sent back home after author-

ities refused to renew their visas. Some were woken

up in the middle of the night and told to start packing.

Her friends working in other parts of the world saw

hundreds of people come to Christ in one day, the

worker said. That didn’t happen in her country. For the

Muslims she met, “relationships are so important, and

they have heard so much about the Christian faith, that

they have all sorts of questions for you.”

Those questions, she said laughing, can be “off the

wall.” But the relationship-building process is integral

in earning the right to be heard.

“We had so many people tell us, ‘You’re not what

we thought Christians or westerners or Americans

were like,’” she said. 

“It takes so much time to be able to break down all

of the barriers, and for them to finally be able to trust

you, and to be able to trust the things you say.”

Christians accept risks in closed countries

Making a French Connection

ILLINOISINSIGHT

A mission trip to Paris

first piqued Joyce Dies-
man’sinterest because she

knew she could speak the

language. The one-time

French teacher was meeting

with women’s ministry lead-

ers in Springfield several

years ago when she heard

about an opportunity to

work with a missionary in

Paris who was using French-

language classes to reach out

to Muslim women. 

“I didn’t know God would give

me a heart for Muslim people,”

said Diesman, a member of

Brainard Avenue Baptist Church in

Countryside, Ill.

France has the largest Muslim

population in the European Union

at 6.5 million, according to the

Gatestone Institute. Most emi-

grated from “NAME” countries –

an abbreviation the International

Mission Board uses for North

Africa and the Middle East.

Diesman read up on Muslim cul-

ture before her first trip and “was

really praying hard the Lord would

help us to minister to them. When

they started walking in the door…

I’ll never forget the feeling that I

had, it was like my heart just burst

open and overflowed with love for

these women.”

In April 2014, Diesman went on

her sixth trip to France, now as a

team leader. She took three volun-

teers to work with missionaries

who are using English as a Second

Language (ESL) classes to reach

Muslims, including some men.

They handed out flyers promoting

the classes in parks and at public

transit stops. “Everyday, we just

prayed over the flyers and said,

‘Lord, the people who should get

those flyers, let us get them into

the hands of the right people.’”

Sometimes, after one person in a

group took a flyer, several others

would walk back to Diesman’s

group asking for the information.

“We felt like God was answering

our prayer,” she said. 

Muslims in France “are not find-

ing everything they want.” They’re

drawn to the English classes as a

way to better themselves and learn

the most widely spoken language

in the world. 

For more information about mis-

sions opportunities call (217) 391-

3138, or www.IBSA.org/Missions.

Location:Norwood Park, Chicago

Target:Anglo and multi-ethnic individuals and families

Characteristics:Known for its parks and other green spaces,
the Norwood Park neighborhood also is home to many city
employees.

Pray: That firefighters, police officers and other city workers here
would hear the Gospel, and for leaders to plant a new congregation
in this community. 

missionillinois

Pray for a new church

–From the IBSA Church Planting Team

We serve among … persecuted people
Christian workers rely on relationship-building to open doors to
the Gospel in Muslim countries.
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COMINGSOON

A series from the Illinois Baptist• Vol. 7

Basicsforbaptists

who we arewhat we believe

how we serve

•Leader’s guides for study groups

•Self-guided tutorials on SBC
missions, Baptist beliefs,
distinctives, and the Cooperative 
Program

•The whole 20-part series 
will be available for download in 
time for fall discipleship classes 
and small groups.

Available soon online at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

Judaism, Islam,and Christianityare called the “Abrahamic religions.”Over half
(54%) of the world’s population claims connection to a common ancestor, Abraham. 
These religions are monotheistic – believing there is only one God – although they
have different understandings of who that God is and how he manifests himself. 
Interfaith discussions may start with Father Abraham, but when the talk turns to
Jesus, the religions hold divergent views. Jews see Jesus as a rabbi who teaches
biblical truths to his followers. Muslims see Jesus as a prophet of Islam, sort of like
Mohammed. 
Neither religion recognizes Jesusas the Son of God.Nor would they consider
Christianity to be monotheistic. They say Christians worship three gods in the
Trinity, and thereby commit the heresy of giving God a partner (shirkin Islam and
shitufin Judaism).
Muslims and Jews who revere Abraham have yet to accept his descendant Jesus
as the long-awaited Messiah. Their stumbling block: the “Triune God” is not an 
oxymoron, but a wonderful paradox. 

This is a 20-part study on the basic
beliefs and missions of our denomi-
nation. It is designed for new believ-
ers, new Baptists, and those who
want a refresher. Clip it out of the
newspaper, fold into a four-page
leaflet, and share with the people
who would benefit from the informa-
tion. You might even lead a study.
B-101 can be used for:

•New members classes

•Study on missions in Illinois
and around the world

•Exploration of doctrines in
TheBaptist Faith & Message

Make as many photocopies as you
need for study groups, church
members, and worship attenders.  
Or download the PDFs at
www.IBSA.org/B101. 

Produced by the editors of the
Illinois Baptist: Eric Reed, Meredith Flynn,
Lisa Sergent. Designed by Kris Kell.

ABOUTB-101
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Look for B-101 in
every issue!

STARTINGPOINTS                           

City lights –Joyce Diesman (second from right)
partners with missionaries in Paris who are en-
gaging the city’s Muslim population.

–Meredith Flynn



There ’s  an  unu sua l c lo ck

y o u  c an  d ow n lo ad  a t th e

w eb site  o f th e  In te rn a tion a l

M iss io n  B o a rd . I t’s  n o t a

tim e  c lo ck  w ith  m in u te s

and  hou rs . I t’s  a  p opu la tio n

c lo ck  w ith  lo ts  o f n um bers ,

upda ted  ev e ry  second . T he

c lo ck  is  a  rem inde r th a t th e

w o rld ’s  p opu la tio n  o f o v e r

7  b ill io n  g row s  b y  m o re

th an  200 ,000  each  d ay. A nd

m o re  th an  4  b ill io n  o f  th o se

p eo p le  d o  n o t k n ow  Je su s  a s

S av io r. 

I t’s  a  so b e r in g  rem in d e r  o f

th e  h e rcu le an  ta sk  fa c in g

S ou th e rn  B ap tis ts  a n d  o u r

4 ,8 00  in te rn a tio n a l m iss io n a r-

ie s . T he  c lo ck  is  a  g ood  rep re -

sen ta tio n  o f th e  u rg ency  w e’v e

fe lt  a b o u t w o rld  m iss io n s  fo r

a lm ost tw o  cen tu rie s .

F o r  i ts  f irs t  h u n d red  y e a rs ,

th e  F o re ig n  M iss io n  B o a rd

(IM B ’s  o r ig in a l n am e )  s tru g -

g led  to  k e ep  a  sm a ll  te am  o n

th e  f ie ld . F o u n d ed  in  1 8 4 5 ,

w hen  B ap tis ts  in  th e  sou th  sep -

a ra ted  f rom  n o r th e rn  B ap tis ts

o v e r  a p p o in tm en t o f  s la v e

ow ne rs  a s  m is s io n a r ie s , th e

B oard  w as, a t first, w ell-funded

by  p ro sperou s landow ners . B u t

th e  S ou th e rn  e co nom y  tan k ed

a fte r th e  C iv il War, and  g iv ing

to  m iss ion s  su ffe red .

E v en  o u r  m o s t fam ou s  m is -

s io n a ry, L o ttie  M oon , o f te n

p le ad ed  w ith  ch u rch e s  b a ck

hom e to  d ig  deeper and  suppo rt

w o rk  su ch  a s  h e rs  in  C h in a . 

“ I  w ond e r  h ow  m any  o f  u s

re a lly  b e lie v e  th a t i t  is  m o re

b le s sed  to  g iv e  th an  to  re -

c e iv e ,”  M oon  w ro te  in  a  fa -

m ou s  le tte r  c a llin g  fo r regu la r

g iv ing  to  m iss ion s . M uch  sup -

po rt o f  m iss io n a rie s  w as  d on e

b y  fu n d ra is in g  ev en ts . T h e se

“ en te r ta inm en ts  a n d  g im -

m ick s”  w ere  repugnan t to  M iss

M oon , acco rd ing  to  b iog rapher

C a th e rin e  A llen . 

“A  w om an  w ho  accep ts  th a t 

s ta tem en t o f ou r L o rd  Jesu s

C h ris t a s  a  fac t...w ill lay  a s id e  

sacred ly  no t less  than  one-ten th

o f  h e r  in com e  o r  h e r  e a rn in g s

a s  th e  L o rd ’s  m on ey,”  M oon

w ro te , “w h ich  sh e  w ou ld  n o

m ore  dare  to  touch  fo r p ersona l 

u se  th an  sh e  w ou ld  s tea l.”

W ith  th e  estab lishm en t o f th e

L o ttie  M oon  C h ris tm as  O ffe r-

in g  in  1 8 8 8  an d  th e  C oop e ra -

tiv e  P ro g ram  in  1 9 2 5 , th e

B oard  h ad  m o re  re liab le  fund -

ing . B y  1955  S ou thern  B ap tis ts

p u t 1 ,0 0 0  in te rn a tio n a l m is -

s io n a rie s  o n  th e  f ie ld , an d  th e

c a ll  w en t o u t fo r  m o re . B y

1980 , 3 ,000  m iss ion a rie s  w ere

sta tioned  around  the  g lobe . T he

n um be r  p e ak ed  a t ju s t  o v e r

5 ,000  in  2009 . P re sen tly, IM B

leade rs  say  th e re  a re  m o re  can -

d id a te s  fo r  c a re e r  m is s io n s

serv ice  th an  th e  B oard  can  sup -

po rt. 

Read Article 5 of The Baptist
Faith & Message (2000) at
www.IBSA.org/B101.

M y w ife  and  I  recen tly  re tu rn ed

from  a  tw o -m on th  s tay  in  U ganda

w here  w e  m e t and  w e lcom ed  tw o

new  ch ild ren  in to  ou r fam ily. 

A s  ou r ch ild ren  g row  o ld e r, th ey

a re  g o in g  to  w an t k n ow  m o re

ab o u t th e  ad o p tio n  p ro c e ss  f rom

ou r p e rsp ec tiv e . A t som e  po in t, it

w ill  d aw n  o n  th em  th a t M om m y

and  D addy  m ade  a  cho ice  to  fly  to

A frica  to  adop t th em  in to  ou r fam -

ily. We chose th em . We chose  them
sp ec ifica lly. O f th e  m illio n s  o f o r-

ph an s  a round  th e  w o rld , w e  cho se

th em , in  o b ed ien ce  to  G od ’s  ca ll-

in g . 

W hen  th ey  rea lize  th is , th ey  a re

go ing  to  w an t to  know  m o re  abou t

th a t c h o ic e . T h ey  m ay  n o t fu lly

g rasp  th e  cho ice , bu t th e  m ore  th ey

g rasp  o f it, th e  m ore  they  w ill cher-

ish  th e  th ough t. A t lea s t th a t is  o u r

hope . 

S om e th in g  s im ila r  h ap p en s  fo r

th e  C h ris tia n . W e  to o  h av e  b e en

adop ted  in to  G od ’s  fam ily. G od  is

o u r  F a th e r. A nd  w h ile  th e  d e ta ils

m ay  no t m ake  m uch  sen se  to  u s  a t

firs t, and  it m ay  ev en  fee l lik e  th e

ch o ic e s  w e re  a ll  m ad e  f rom  o u r

ow n  in itia tiv e , a s  w e  m a tu re

th rough  in te rac tion  w ith  ou r F a ther

and  H is  Wo rd , w e  b eg in  to  rea lize

th a t H e  cho se  u s . 

T h ro u g h  n o  in itia tiv e  o f  o u r

ow n , H e  cho se  u s . 

A p a r t f rom  an y th in g  w e  co u ld

have  o ffe red , H e  cho se  u s . B e fo re

w e  ev en  u n d e rs to o d  th e  m ean in g

o f th e  w o rd  “cho ice ,”  H e  cho se  u s . 

I t’s  d iff ic u lt  to  a r tic u la te  th e

f lo o d  o f  w o rsh ip - in sp ir in g  em o -

tio n s  th a t y ou ’ll ex p e rien ce , o n ce

th a t th o u g h t ta k e s  ro o t in  y o u r

so u l. A nd  ch an ce s  a re , y o u  a re

go ing  to  w an t to  know  m o re  abou t

th a t d iv in e  cho ice . 

G od ’s  cho ice  to  sav e  a  s inn e r, in

th eo logy, is  k now n  as  th e  do c trin e

o f e lec tio n . To  b e  “e lec t”  m ean s  to

b e  “ ch o sen .”  I t’s  a  d o c tr in e  th a t

m any  choose (p a rd on  th e  p un ) to

avo id , b u t w e  shou ldn ’t b ecau se  it

h igh ligh ts  G od ’s g race . It is  fitting ,

th e re fo re , th a t th e  f if th  a r tic le  o f

The Baptist Faith and Message,
w h ich  a rticu la te s  “G od ’s  P u rpo se

o f G race ,”  b eg in s  w ith  th e  w o rd s ,

“E lec tio n  is  th e  g ra c io u s  p u rp o se

o f G od , acco rd ing  to  w h ich  H e  re -

g ene ra te s , ju s tif ie s , san c tifie s , and

g lo rifie s  s inn e rs .”  

O u r sa lv a tion  is  a ll o f g race  and

ou r sa lv a tion  b eg in s  w ith  th e  g ra -

c iou s  cho ice  o f G od . I t g riev es  m e

(an d  I  su sp ec t th e  L o rd  a s  w e ll)

th a t th e  d o c tr in e  o f  e le c tio n  h a s

b een  th e  so u rc e  o f  so  m u ch  d iv i-

s io n  an d  d isco u rag em en t am ong

C h ris tia n s . Ye t, w h en ev e r  S c r ip -

tu re  ra ise s  th e  m a tte r  it  is  a lw ay s

m ean t to  en cou rage  th e  C hu rch .

Tak e , fo r  ex am p le , th e  o p en in g

o f 1  P e te r. In  th is  le tte r, P e te r w as

w ritin g  to  C h ris tia n s  w ho  w e re

su ffe rin g  trem endou sly. H e  w ro te

to  en cou rage  th em . To  th a t end , h e

w en t to  g re a t le n g th s  to  rem in d

th em  o f  th e ir  C h ris tia n  id en tity.

K now in g  w ho  w e  a re  in  C h ris t

h e lp s  u s  to  p e rsev e re  th rough  ad -

v e rs ity. P e te r u nde rs tood  th is . N o -

tic e  th e  f irs t  w o rd  h e  u se s  to

d esc rib e  th ese  su ffe ring  C h ris tian s

–  “ to  G od ’s  e lec t… ” (1  P e te r 1 :1 ). 

F riend s , th is  is  n o t b y  acc id en t.

P e te r  k n ew  th a t th e  d o c tr in e  o f

e lec tio n  cou ld  en cou rage  and  su s-

ta in  su ffe r in g  C h ris tia n s  w h ile

g round ing  th e ir  en tire  sa lv a tion  in

G od ’s  g race . F o r th is  rea son  h e  in -

v ite s  th em  (and  u s)  to  w o rsh ip  in

w o rd s  rem in isc en t o f  th e  re s t  o f

th e  BF&M’s fif th  a rtic le : 
“To  th e  e le c t… p ra ise  b e  to  th e

G od  and  F a th e r o f o u r L o rd  Je su s

C h ris t!  In  h is  g re a t m e rcy  h e  h a s

g iv en  u s  n ew  b ir th  in to  a  l iv in g

h o p e  th ro u g h  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f

Je su s  C h ris t  f rom  th e  d e ad , a n d

in to  an  in h e ritan ce  th a t can  n ev e r

p e rish , sp o il o r  fad e . T h is  in h e ri-

ta n c e  is  k ep t in  h e av en  fo r  y o u ,

w ho  th rough  fa ith  a re  sh ie ld ed  by

G od ’s  p ow e r  u n til  th e  c om in g  o f

th e  sa lv a tion  th a t is  ready  to  b e  re -

v ea led  in  th e  la s t tim e… ” (1  P e te r

1 :1 -5 ).

Brandon Holiski served as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Bol-
ingbrook.

GRACEWHATWE BELIEVE ABOUT...                                          

When you think of the doctrine of election, what comes
to mind? How do you feel knowing that God chose you? 

When you read BF&M’s fifth article, are there theological words
you don’t understand? If so, do the Scripture references pro-
vided help clarify those words for you? Do you see why each
of these words conveys something about God’s grace to us?

How many elements of this article can you detect in the words
of 1 Peter 1:1-12?

CONSIDER THIS                        

WORLD’S LARGEST MISSIONS FORCE

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT                                         

1

2

3

– Eric Reed 

Think about it:

Think about your finances. What
do you support systematically?
What do you support sporadi-
cally? What does that say about
your priorities?

Ask the same questions about
your church finances. Based on
the budget, what’s important?

Look up some Bible verses about
missions. How does God feel
about lost people? 

Do you know any missionaries
personally? Check the prayer cal-
endar at www.IMB.org. Make a
plan to pray for them. 

For personal study or group discussion

ofChrist
Death of Christianity

Birthplace

93%

300 people are killed every day
for following Jesus, according to
Crusade for Christ. 

Since the first Gulf
War, the religious
composition of
North Africa and
the Middle East

has changed
rapidly. The
birthplace of
Christianity now has
the smallest regional Christian
minority in the world. 

MuslimOver

2%JewishLess than

4%ChristianLess than

Religious harrassment
reaches six-year high.

“The religious ecology of the Middle
East looks more fragile than ever,
as the Arab Spring gives way
to Christian Winter.”

– Quote from The London Guardian,
stats from Int’l Day of Prayer (idop.org)

Jews harassed in 95 countries

Muslims in 135 countries

Christians in 151 countries.
– Pew Research  

people groups have no access 
to major evangelical print,

audio, visual, or human resources.
Southern Baptist missionaries
call them “The Last Frontier.”

492

Your Sunday offering supports
the Cooperative Program and
missionaries in these countries.

Mark your calendar:
First Sunday of November
International Day of Prayer
for the Persecuted Church

– IMB


