
Creating a Sanctuary
Making Your Church the Safest Place on Earth 

for Kids and Students



Essentials: Sexual Abuse and Response

Materials and videos are free
5 core actions // 5 key leaders // 5 months

Online resources





TRAIN

Who?
All Staff, leaders, and volunteers



TRAIN

What?
All areas of abuse prevention and response

Importance // Awareness
How to protect & respond (policies & procedures)

Misconceptions
*Special training for adult security teams, church leaders



TRAIN

How?

In person or online
Partnering with local law enforcement and 

others
Frequency

Tracking



SCREEN

Written Application
References

Background Checks
Internet search/Social Media review

Interview



PROTECT

Check in/Check out
Two-deep leadership

Known leaders
Hall monitor
Open-door 



PROTECT

Digital & online communication
Reporting and recording incidents or abuse

Transportation
Respect for privacy

Overnights
Workers under 18



PROTECT

Building Security
Welcome Team

Church Safety/Security Team
Cameras



REPORT

What to report
Who should report

Where to report
Documenting



CARE

Caring for the victim
Caring for the church - trust



RESOURCES

•Essentials: Sexual Abuse Prevention and Response 
– website, workbook, flash drives
•Child Protection Booklet – basics of creating a child 

protection policy
•ChurchCares.com – Becoming a Church That 

Cares Well for the Abused
•Your partners at IBSA
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